Sabbath Day Sermon of May 16, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Pentecost and the Beginning of the Persecution
Acts Chapter 4
And as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, that is, the scribes came upon them, because they were grieved that they taught the people, and preached Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. The Sadducees were members of a Judaean religious sect that denied resurrection. In today’s standard these would be the bankers and the businessmen of the money temple. In America, their money temple is located on Wall Street in New York, and in two other capital cities of the world: London and Rome; from where these money temples are run and controlled by bankers and businessmen masquerading themselves as religious leaders as it was in Jerusalem in the time of Jesus and his apostles.
3-7. Peter and John spoke to the people during the afternoon prayer time. The Sadducees moved in quickly to investigate. Because they did not believe in the resurrection, they were disturbed by what the apostles were saying. Peter and John were refuting one of their fundamental beliefs and thus threatening their authority as religious teachers. Even under Roman rule, the Sadducees as bankers and businessmen had almost unlimited power over the Temple grounds. Thus they were able to arrest Peter and John and put them in jail overnight for no other reason than teaching something that contradicted their beliefs. As Christians we run the risks in trying to win others to Jesus Christ. What do we risk in witnessing, is it risk vulnerability, rejection, persecution? Whatever the risks, we should realize that nothing done for God is ever wasted.

The rulers, elders, scribes, and priests made up the Sanhedrin of Judaean “Judicial council;” the same council that had condemned Jesus to death. The Sadducees held a majority in this ruling group. These were as we pointed out earlier, wealthy, intellectual, and powerful men of Jerusalem. Jesus’ followers stood before this council just as he had. Annas had been deposed as High Priest by the Romans, he then appointed Caiaphas his son-in-law, in his place. Annas and Caiaphas had played significant roles in Jesus trial. So they were not pleased that the man they thought they had sacrificed for the good of the nation had followers who were just as persistent and promised to be just as troublesome as he was. The council asked Peter and John by whose power they had healed the man (Acts 3:6, 7) and by what authority they preached. These religious men appeared to be threatened, for the most part, they were more interested in their reputations and positions than in God.
8-12. Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, that is, Peter being given immediate inspiration by the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the promise of Jesus (Matthew 10:19,20). Through the Holy Spirit, Peter spoke boldly before the Council, actually putting the Council on trial by showing them that the One they had crucified had risen again. Instead of being defensive, the apostles went on the offensive, boldly speaking out for God and presenting the Gospel to these leaders. Although most people react negatively to the fact that there is no other name than that of Jesus to call upon for salvation, it is not something the Lord Jesus Christ’s Congregation decided; it is the specific teaching of Jesus Christ himself (John 16:6). Jesus is the cornerstone, the stone that unites two walls at the corner of a building and holds the building together. Peter told the council that they rejected Jesus, but now Jesus Christ has become the cornerstone of the Congregation of God Almighty (Psalm 118:22).
If we have learned our lesson well, we need not fear about what to say when we are forced to appear before kings and the rulers. That time is almost here for the end time believers. If you have been alert and watching as Jesus commanded us his people to do, Jesus told us to watch closely the events of the end times and the activities of Satan’s camp our adversary, and to pray for the Kingdom of our Father in heaven to come. The same Holy Spirit will teach us, help us and give us the right words as Jesus promised.  Stephen was also said to be filled with the “Holy Ghost” This betokens the abiding infilling of the Spirit in the believer who has met the conditions for securing that blessing. 
What are the conditions to be met for securing the blessing of the Holy Spirit? Jesus says, “If you love me keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father to give you another Comforter, that is, the Spirit of your Father from above that may abide with you forever.”  The promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit buggles the mind. Jesus will pray the Father to send the Spirit, who will come from the Father and Son. He will be our advocate. He is the Spirit of truth. He will abide with us and in us and never leave us as long as we do not insult him by walking away from our relationship with Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is equal in power and glory with the Lord Jesus, so that the going of the Lord Jesus Christ to heaven and the coming of the Spirit means we have nothing less and need nothing more than what we have in Jesus. Thus the coming of the Holy Spirit is the same to the coming of Jesus in our hearts.
The phrase “may abide with you,” signifies that you are in no way going to become a prisoner of this Spirit against your will.  It is also true that the Holy Spirit will not involve himself in your life against your will; He must be invited in. In other words, individuals may choose not to involve the Holy Spirit in their thoughts or in their lives. After all, those who are whole need no physician, but they that are sick. (Matthew 9:12.). Just so, the Holy Spirit does not control believers in the sense of permeating our will, reason, and emotions, until we have recognized Him as the Person who has been sent by the Father to sanctify our lives and trust Him to perform His Ministry in and through us. As Believers, we receive the Holy Spirit after we have proven to Jesus Christ that we love Him by keeping His commandments (John 14:15-17). 
One must first convince The Lord Jesus that he or she loves Him by what you say and do in your life, and then will He ask The Father to give you the Holy Spirit. Again, by the prayers we offer to the Lord, we have continually asked for his involvement in our lives.  At the same time, we must bear in mind that the Holy Spirit is the power of God in action, directed by the Son, and you must have all three: the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit or you have nothing. (John 14: 21, 23; 1 John. 5:7-8). In other words, you cannot believe in God Almighty and not believe in Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
13-18. Unlearned and ignorant men. To be members of the Sanhedrin, the chief priests, elders, and scribes these Galileans were nonprofessional scholars and therefore, looked down upon. Since they had no special training, their persuasive eloquence was most astonishing, but fully in accord with the teaching office of the Holy Spirit and the promise of Jesus Christ (Luke 12:11, 12). Although the evidence was overwhelming and irrefutable, the fact that their message changed lives and healed a man, yet the religious leaders refused to believe in Jesus Christ and continued to try to suppress the truth. It should not surprise you that some people would reject you and your positive witness for Jesus Christ. When a person’s mind is closed, even the clearest presentation of the facts cannot open it. But we must not give up either. But if we pray for them, and continue to spread the Gospel, God would certainly bless our work and bring the lost home in his time.
19-31. Peter and John were denied freedom of speech when they were banned from speaking the name of Jesus publicly. However, being men of principles, they refused to obey the ban, for to do so would be to affront conscience and to disobey God. They said they would do what God commanded and what was right regardless of the consequences. Today there are very few Christians who would be this daring, opening themselves to the loss of their lives or imprisonment. Most Christians today when faced with such situations would most likely support their do nothing position by quoting for themselves Romans 13:3-7; the same passage the New World Order preachers use for their members and reading these verses, but applying them upside down. 
As Christians only as long as our God given rights, our belief in him and liberty as granted by God almighty exist are we compelled to render government our taxes, import duties, and the like. But when the government laws require Christians to break God’s laws, we must resist and obey God (Romans 13:7). You may sometimes be afraid to share your faith in Jesus Christ because people might feel uncomfortable or reject you. Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness for the work of God requires courage to press on through our fears and do what we know is right. But Peter and John’s zeal for the Lord was so strong that they could not keep quiet, even when threatened. If your courage to witness for God has weakened, pray for a fresh infilling or anointing of the Holy Spirit that your boldness may increase. For Jesus had promised that “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him or her will I confess before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32).  
After Peter and John were released, we observe how the believers prayed. First they praised God, they told God their specific problem and asked for his help. They did not ask God to remove the problem, but to help them deal with it. This is a model for us to follow when we pray. We may ask God to remove our problems, and he may choose to do so. But we must recognize that often he will leave a problem in place but give us the strength and courage to deal with it. As a result of this prayer meeting, the place was shaken and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. This fresh infilling had to do with power for the discharge of their obligations to God. It was unrelated to their being sealed and indwelt by the Spirit; this had already occurred and was not repeated. The new infusion of power enabled them to speak the Word of God and boldness. 
In verse 28 we are told that although the Judaean elders in Jesus’ day planned unsuccessfully to get rid of him. Their plans did not succeed because God had his own plan to save both the house of Israel and the Gentiles through his Son. The Roman appointed High Priest had motive, but Jesus would have to die the way God planned it as the one and only sacrifice for the sins of the world. The Judaeans and the Gentiles joined together in crime against God, (Acts 4:24-28). Both proven to be guilty, but found not guilty because God destroyed the evidence against us by raising Jesus from the dead (Acts 2:23, 24). Therefore, as God purposed the death and resurrection of His Son, so has he purposed our lives with the assurance that he is in control of our lives in His Son Jesus Christ.
32-37. “Neither said they any of them that aught of the things which he possess was his or her own.” This passage does not support the notion that community of property was practiced in the early Church. In every case the act of selling property and giving the proceeds from the work of the Church was voluntary. No one was required to do so and no coercion was applied or that would be communism.

Peter clearly said that Ananias property belonged to him, and once he sold it he was free to do as he pleased with the money. When money was given, it was used to help those in need. It was not shared among the saints. The donations were simply expression of Christian love and concern. Any group of Christians has the right to engage in communal living, but they have no right to force anyone else to follow their pattern, nor do they have a biblical right to seize any property by law or by force. Scripture teaches the inalienable right to private property and ownership of the means of production.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
