Sabbath Sermon of September 8, 2012.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
The Three Parables of the Lost Sheep
Luke Chapter 15

Jesus gave this parable to the Pharisees and Scribes who had objected to his mingling and eating with publicans, tax collectors and sinners. He admonished them that instead of criticizing, they should have rejoiced, as the angels did when a single lost sheep was brought into the fold. In Luke chapter 14, we saw that the Pharisees bothered Jesus for associating with publicans and sinners. The Jewish religious leaders were always careful to stay “clean” according to their manmade laws. Jesus did not observe their laws and he showed complete disregard for their sanctions against associating with certain classes of people. He came to offer salvation to sinners, to show that God loves them.  Jesus did not worry about their accusations. Instead he continued going to those who needed him, regardless of the effect these rejected people might have on his reputation in the eyes of the hypocritical religious leaders.
The lost is what you and I used to be before Jesus search and search and found every one of us one at a time. Today we are no longer lost, but found by Him and are saved in Christ Jesus.  It may seem foolish for the shepherd to leave the 99 sheep to go search for just one. Well this shepherd is very careful to have first secured the 99 in a safe place in the wilderness before going out to look for the one that was lost. He went looking for the lost one because each sheep was of high value, and he knew it was worthwhile to search diligently for the lost one.  Let this keep up in us high thoughts of the divine goodness, notwithstanding the sinfulness and misery of the world of mankind, that there are nine to one, nay, in the foregoing parable there are ninety-nine to one, of God’s creation, that retain their integrity, in whom God is praised, and never was dishonored.
God’s love for each individual is so great that he seeks each one out and rejoices when he or she is “found.” Jesus associated with sinners because he wanted to bring home the lost sheep; people considered beyond hope to receive the Gospel of God’s Kingdom.  This is very applicable to the great work of our redemption.  Mankind were gone astray, we have turned everyone to his or her way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). But why was our iniquity had to be laid on him? Reading from Hebrews 10:1-10, it looks like there came a time when the iniquity of mankind was so great that the Almighty God lost interest in the sin offerings. The only measure left for him to take to restore righteousness on earth was to allow judgment to fall, of which no one would have been saved. But Jesus volunteered to bear our iniquity to die the death we were supposed to die. Even before he went on the cross, he prayed to his Father and vouched for us that we loved him (John 17:1-26). The good news is that death could not hold him in the grave because he did not die for his own sins but for the sins of the world. Today he is alive and well, and because he lives, believers will also live forever in God’s Kingdom.
Before every one of us became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, He sought us individually, and his love is still seeking those who are yet lost. It is the love for the lost that prompted Jesus to come to earth at the commandment of The Father to search for all the people that are lost and save them (John 10:15-18). We can all understand a God who would forgive sinners who come to him for mercy, but a God who tenderly searches for sinners and then joyfully forgives them must have extraordinary love for us. For those who feel far from God, he will find you if you allow him, because he is continually searching for you. He will welcome you with open arms if you will return to him today.
8-10. The parable of the lost sheep and coin belong together. Jesus sometimes used duplicate stories to illustrate the same truth. In both parables the angels of heaven rejoice in the finding of the lost coin and the lost sheep. Just as a woman would rejoice at finding her lost coin or wedding ring, so would the angels rejoice over one person who repents of his or her sins and accepts Jesus Christ, the angels rejoice, and so should the people of God.  Each individual is precious to God. He grieves over every loss and rejoices whenever one of his children is found and brought into his Kingdom. We ought to share Jesus’ love and concern for the lost.  The publicans or tax collectors and other sinners may not have been numerous, but if even one of them found Jesus Christ, that should have been cause for the Pharisees and scribes to thank God.
11-19. The three parables of this chapter are interrelated. In this parable the lost sheep and the lost coin are equivalent to the lost son, a human being. The shepherd and the woman now become the father. The son leaves his father’s house to live in sin. The younger son initiated the division of the estate in disregard for his father’s authority as head of the family. His share of the estate according to the Law of Moses would have been one-third (Deut. 2:17). 
According to Moses’ Law, pigs were unclean animals and still are Lev. 11:2-8; Deut. 14:8). This meant that they could not be eaten or used for sacrifices. To protect themselves from defilement, Jews would not even touch them. For a Jew to stoop to feeding pigs was a great humiliation, and for this young man to eat food the pigs had touched was to be degraded beyond belief. The younger son had truly sunk to the depths of rottenness.
The younger son, like many today who are rebellious and immature, who often feel they do not want to waste their youth obeying God and living righteously. He wanted to be free to live as he pleased when he wants, and he had hit bottom before he ‘came to his senses.” For some reason it always takes great sorrow and tragedy to cause people to look to the only one God who can help them. If you are out there trying to live life your way, selfishly pushing aside any responsibility or commitment that gets in your way. It is time to stop and look before you hit bottom, and save yourself and your loved ones much grief.
The good news is that in the two preceding stories, the seeker actively looked for the coin and the sheep, which could not return by themselves. We have here, the case of a sinner that goes on in sinful ways. He is like a lost sheep, a sheep gone astray; he is lost to God, who has not the honor and service he should have from him; lost to the flock, which has not communion with him; lost to himself: he knows not where he is, wanders endlessly, is continually exposed to the beasts of prey, subject to frights and terrors, from under the shepherd’s care, and wanting the green pastures; and he cannot of himself find the way back to the fold.  In this story, the father watched and waited. He was dealing with a human being with a will of his own, but he was ready to greet his son if he returned. In the same way, God’s love is constant and waiting. He will search for us and give us opportunities to respond, but he does not force us to come to him. Like the father, he waits patiently for us to come to our senses while the door is still open. The younger son came to his senses just in time before the door was shut; he repents and returns to be received with joy by the father. 
The lost son’s elder brother dislikes what happens even as the Pharisees and scribes do not like Gentiles coming home to God the Father. No doubt the Pharisees and scribes could not see that Jesus was responding to their criticisms about his eating with publicans and sinners. So don’t be surprised when a Jew does not feel like praising God with you when you tell him or her you observe the Sabbath day worship and the Feasts of The Lord.
It was hard for the older brother to accept his younger brother when he returned, and it is just as difficult to accept younger brothers and sisters today even in the Lord. People who repent after leading notoriously sinful lives are often held in suspicion; churches are sometimes unwilling to admit them to membership. Instead we should rejoice like the angels in heaven when an unbeliever repents and turns to God. The Christian like the father of the prodigal son should accept repentant sinners wholeheartedly and give them the support and encouragement they need to grow in Jesus Christ (John 6: 37, 65).
20-31. The loving father received his son (1) with eyes of mercy, for he saw him afar off; (2) with bowels of mercy, for he had compassion; (3) with feet of mercy, for he ran to greet him; (4) with arms of mercy, for he fell on his neck; (5) with lips of mercy for he kissed him.
The missing of the mark is often by many ways as depicted in the parables. The sheep was lost because it foolishly wandered away; the coin was lost through no fault of its own; and the son left out of the selfishness. But God’s great love reaches out and finds sinners no matter why or how they got lost.
In the Jesus’ story of the prodigal son, the father’s response contrasted with the older brother’s. The father forgave because he was joyful, and the older son refused to forgive because he was bitter toward the injustice of it all. His resentment rendered him just as lost to the father’s love as his younger brother had been. Christians ought not to let anything keep them from forgiving others. If you are refusing to forgive people, you are missing a wonderful opportunity of experiencing and sharing it with them. We ought to make our joy grow in the Lord: forgive somebody today who has hurt you.
In the story of the prodigal son told by Jesus, the older brother represented the Pharisees, who were angry and resentful that sinners were being welcomed into God’s Kingdom. After all, they thought, we have sacrificed and done so much for God. To this Jesus says, “Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?” (Matt. 20: 1-14, 15, 16). How easy it is to resent God’s gracious forgiveness of others who we consider far worse sinners than ourselves. But when our self-righteousness gets in the way of rejoicing at others coming to Jesus Christ, we are no better than the Pharisees.
32. The repentance of a single soul is the raising of that soul from the dead. It pleases God and should please the whole family of God. If the angels of heaven rejoice over one sinner that repents, how much more should we rejoice who are like that sinner.
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