Sabbath Sermon of September 7, 2013.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Abraham Rescues Lot and Pays His Tithe
Genesis Chapter 14.

In the days of these kings of the cities mentioned in the first few paragraphs of this chapter, the area from Transjordan down to Kadesh-barnea were devastated so that sedentary culture halted in the 20th century B.C. Chedorlaomer was important in Abram’s time, because apparently he was quite powerful. Five cities including Sodom had paid tribute to him for 12 years. The five cities formed an alliance and rebelled by withholding tribute. Chedorlaomer reacted swiftly and re-conquered them all. The invaded were the kings of five Canaanite cities that lay near together in the plain of Jordan, namely, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Zoar. Four of them are named, but the fifth, the king of Zoar or Bela was much more mean and inconsiderable and much more wicked and inglorious than the rest. 
When Chedorlaomer defeated Sodom, he captured Lot, his family, and his possessions. Abram, with only 318 men, chased Chedorlaomer’s army and attacked him near Damascus. With God’s help, he defeated them and recovered Lot, his family, and their possessions. Just as in our time, pride, covetousness, and ambition, are the lusts from which wars and fightings come. To these insatiable idols the blood of thousands has been sacrificed. The progress and success of the war. The four kings laid the neighboring countries waste and enriched themselves with the spoil of them.
12-13. Lot’s decision to settle in Sodom and Gomorrah was unwise. His burning desire for the best of everything led him into sinful surroundings.  His burning desire for possessions and success cost him his freedom and enjoyment. As a captive to Chedorlaomer, he faced torture, slavery, or death. In much the same way, we can be enticed into doing things or going places we should not. The prosperity we long for is captivating; it can both entice us and enslave us if our motives are not in line with God’s desires. Particular mention is made of their taking Lot’s goods, those goods which had occasioned his contest with Abram and his separation from him. It is just with God to deprive us of those enjoyments by which we have suffered ourselves to be deprived of our enjoyment of him.
The Scriptures consistently warn about fraternizing with unbelieving peoples. The Apostle Peter says that Lot “was a good man, sick of the terrible wickedness he saw around him day after day” (2nd Peter 2 verse 8). Why he did not remove himself and his family from that rotten environment is not known. He smarted for his sin, was taken captive, delivered by Abraham, and was at last delivered from Sodom and Gomorrah when God destroyed them. Here we see the kindness and mercy of God displayed to a saved but backslidden Lot and his family. Abram’s brother’s son, that is, his nephew.  
14-16. These incidents portray two of Abram’s characteristics: (1) He had courage that came from God. Facing a powerful foe, he attacked. (2) He was prepared. He had taken time to train his men for a potential conflict. Abram was not only wealthy, he had a large retinue and servants attached to him as well. We learn that they were instructed to the skills of warfare because when Abram delivered Lot from captivity, it was accomplished by force. These military personnel were born in Abraham’s house. We never know when we will be called upon to complete difficult tasks. Like Abram, we should prepare for those times and take courage from God when they come.
When Abram learned that Lot was a prisoner, he immediately tried to help his nephew. It is easier and safer not to become involved. But with Lot it is serious trouble. Abram acted at once. Sometimes we must get involved in a messy or painful situation in order to help others. We should be willing to act immediately when others need our help.  Abram is here called Abram the Hebrew, that is, the son and follower of Heber, in whose family the profession of the true faith in God Almighty was kept up in that degenerate age. Abram herein acted like a Hebrew—in a manner not unworthy of the name and character of a faithful professor of faith in God Almighty.
18-20. Melchizedek, whose name means “king of righteousness,” was the king of Salem and a priest of the Most High God. Apostle Paul in the book of Hebrews presents him as a type of Jesus Christ, and speaks of Jesus Christ’s priesthood having preceded the Aaronic priesthood, was superior to it, and is eternal (Hebrews 5 verse 6; 7 verses 2, 7). Melchizedek was obviously a God fearing man. He recognized God as creator of heaven and earth. What else is known about him? Four main themes have been suggested: (1) Melchizedek was a respected king of that region. Abram was simply showing him the respect he deserved. (2) The name Melchizedek may have been a standing title for all the kings of Salem. (3) Melchizedek was a “type” of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 7 verse 3). A type is an Old Testament event or teaching that is so closely related to what Jesus Christ did that it illustrates a lesson about Jesus Christ. (4) Melchizedek was the appearance on earth of the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ in a temporary bodily form. Although some rabbis have said that Melchizedek was Shem the son of Noah, who was king and priest to those that descended from him, according to the patriarchal model. But we know this is not at all probable; for why should his name be changed? And how came he to settle in Canaan? But Shem had Noah and his wife as his parents, and he did not live for ever as Melchizedek is said to have neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God who abides a priest continually forever. Melchizedek could not have been Shem.
  We believe that this was an appearance of the Son of God himself, our Lord Jesus, known to Abram, at this time, by this name, as afterwards. He appeared to him as a righteous king, owning a righteous cause, and giving peace. It is difficult to imagine that any mere man should be said to be without father, without mother, and without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, (Hebrews 7 verse 3-14). It is witnessed of Melchizedek that he liveth, and that he abideth a priest continually, Paul the apostle makes him of whom these things are spoken to be our Lord Jesus Christ who sprang out of Judah. It is likewise difficult to think that any mere man should, at this time, be greater than Abram in the things of God, that Jesus Christ should be a priest after the order of any mere man, and that any human priesthood should so far excel that of Aaron as it is certain that Melchizedek’s did. He brought forth bread and wine, preceding Jesus’ words as in “this is my body, and this is my blood of the New Testament which is shed for many” (Luke 22 verses 19, 20-24.  The bread and wine was for the refreshment of Abram and his soldiers, and in congratulation of their victory. This he did as a king, teaching us to do good and to communicate, and to be given to hospitality, according to our ability; and representing the spiritual provisions of strength and comfort which Jesus Christ has laid up for us in the covenant of grace for our refreshment, when we are wearied with our spiritual conflicts. 
Melchizedek as priest of the Most High God, yet again blessed Abram, with a greater refreshment added to his bread and wine. Thus God, having raised up his Son Jesus, has sent him to bless us, as one having authority; and those whom he blesses are blessed indeed. Jesus Christ went to heaven when he was blessing his disciples (Luke 24 verse 51); for this is what he ever lives to do. What he said, two things were said by him: (1) He blessed Abram from God: Blessed be Abram, blessed of the Most High God, (v. 19, 20). The titles he here gives to God, which are very glorious. (1) The most high God, which bespeaks his absolute perfections in himself and his sovereign dominion over all the creatures; he is King of kings. It will greatly help both our faith and our reverence in prayer to see God as the Most High God, and to call him so. (2) Our God is the possessor of heaven and earth, that is, rightful owner, and sovereign Lord, of all the creatures, because he made them. This bespeaks him a great God, and greatly to be praised (Psalm 24 verse 1; 150), and those a happy people who have an interest in his favor and love.
Tithing has a long history. This is the first instance in the Old Testament of a practice which is widely taught and practiced today. Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek who according to verse 18 of this chapter “was the priest of The Most High God.” God had priesthood before Aaron (Hebrews 7). In addition to Abram and his family, there were other true believers who worshipped and served the living God. Abraham’s tithing practice was carried on by Jacob, for example, who at Bethel promised to tithe (Genesis 28 verse 22).  Jacob recognized what many Christians do not fully appreciate: what he gave to God was only a part of what God first had given him.
Abram followed accepted tradition, however, he refused to take any booty from the king of Sodom. Even though this huge amount would significantly increase what he could have given to God, he chose to reject it for more important reasons; he did not want the ungodly king of Sodom to say, “I have made Abram rich.” Instead, Abram wanted him to say ‘God has made Abram rich.” In this case, accepting the gifts would have focused everyone’s attention on Abram or the king of Sodom rather than on God, the giver of victory. When people look at us, they need to see what God has accomplished in our lives.
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