Sabbath Sermon of September 6, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Feast of the Trumpets

Leviticus Chapter 23 and Revelation Chapter 8

God has always had a heart to warn people before He allows His judgment. God warned the people before the Flood, He warned Nineveh before it was ruined; today He is warning the nations of the earth and America in particular. The Feast of the Trumpets reflects God’s desire to summon His people to repentance so that He can vindicate them on the day of His judgment.

The Feast of the Trumpets fell on the first day of the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar. It is one of the seven Feasts of the Lord symbolizing His plan for our salvation and redemption. On this feast day, trumpets are blown and sacrifices for sin offered (Numbers 29:1-6). The day is set apart for a holy convocation, celebration, and rest. Today it marked the first day of the new civil year for those who observe it as such, and is celebrated today as Rosh Hashanah a name you would not find in the Bible, because it is Babylonian in origin. 
There are two major typological themes of the feast, namely, divine judgment and mercy. The blowing of the trumpets on the first day of the seventh month seem to be God’s way of warning the people to try and escape sin and come clean before His judgment comes in nine days as symbolized by the day of atonement that follows, and on how the judgment would actually be executed.  God gives warning to people of his judgments before he sends them; he sounds an alarm by the written word, by ministers, by people’s own consciences, and by the signs of the times; so that, if a people be surprised, it is their own fault. The solemnity of the feast is hardly evident to a casual reader of the pertinent Biblical texts where the feast is simply designated as “remembrance blast” of the trumpets (Leviticus 23:24) and a day “a day of blowing (Numbers 29:1).
The actual description of the events to come of this announcement symbolized by the blowing of trumpets on the day of the Feast of the Trumpets judgment is found in the Book of Revelation chapter 8.  So in the book of Revelation chapter 8, we read that when the Lamb, that is Jesus Christ opens the seventh seal that there will be silence in heaven for about the space of half an hour, meaning that there was an interruption for a short time. The contents of the seventh seal is revealed as the seven trumpets and the seven bowls of judgments which constitute the contents of the seventh seal (Revelation 11:15).
The offering of the incense represent the prayers of the saints. Thus the meaning of the seven Trumpets is plain. They constitute the divine judgments of the Almighty God against all sinful people, before the return of Jesus Christ. This will occur at the end of the years and are only partial. A third of the people of the earth are to be affected. 

The first four sounding of trumpets concern God’s judgment on the natural elements: the earth, the sea, the rivers, and the heavenly bodies, including the stars, the sun, and the moon. The events connected with the trumpets’ judgments seem to parallel some of those connected with God’s judgments on the Egyptians just before Israel was delivered from its bondage to Pharaoh. The events connected with the third trumpet are similar to the experience the Israelites had with the bitter waters of Marah (Exodus 15: 23). But here the sweet waters are made bitter, whereas at Marah the bitter water was made sweet. In other words, at the blowing of the trumpets in the last days the order of all good things shall be reversed for those who would not repent of their sins and come back to God.
The result of the fourth trumpet is like the ninth plague of God on Egypt, when darkness came. Here it is a partial judgment by way of warning, and not for destruction. Verse 13 warns that the remaining trumpets will bring more disaster and greater dread. Habakkuk used the image of an eagle to symbolize swiftness and destruction, (Habakkuk 1:8). The picture here is of a strong powerful bird flying over all the earth, warning of the terrors yet to come. While both believers in Jesus and unbelievers experience the terrors described in verses 7-12, the “inhibiters of the earth” are the unbelievers, who will meet spiritual harm with the next three trumpet judgments. God has guaranteed believers protection from spiritual harm (Revelation 7: 2, 3).
The anger of God against a people makes dreadful work among them; it embitters all their comforts, and makes even life itself bitter and burdensome. God does not in this world stir up all his wrath, but sets bounds to the most terrible judgments.  Corruptions of doctrine and worship in the church are themselves great judgments and the usual cause and tokens of other judgments coming on a people. At any rate, before the other three trumpets are sounded here is solemn warning given to the world how terrible the calamities would be that should follow them, and how miserable those times and places would be on which they fell. The messenger was an angel flying in the midst of heaven, as in haste, and coming on an awful errand.  The message was a denunciation of further and greater woe and misery than the world had hitherto endured. Here are three woes, to show how much the calamities coming should exceed those that had been already, or to hint how every one of the three succeeding trumpets should introduce its particular and distinct calamity. If fewer judgments do not take effect, both the church and the world grow worse under them, they must expect greater. God will be known by the judgments that he executes; and he expects, when he comes to punish the world, the inhabitants thereof should tremble before him.

In the Old Testament times, and even today, "The devout Hebrews exercised themselves more in good works between the feast of trumpets and the day of expiation than at any other time of the year.’’  But for the Christians, it is a time for the preaching of the gospel, by which joyful sound souls are to be called in to serve God and keep a spiritual feast to God Almighty. The conversion of the nations to the faith of Jesus Christ has been by the blowing of a great trumpet, (Isaiah 27:13). A repetition of the law of the Day of Atonement, who has redeemed us through His Son Jesus Christ (Romans 5:11) that is, so much of it as concerned the Christian.  Christians must on this day rest from all manner of work, except the preaching of the Gospel, and not only from servile works as on other annual Feasts of the Lord; it must be as strict a rest as that of the weekly Sabbath, v. 28, v. 30, v. 31. The reason is: For it is a day of atonement which follows in about nine days on which day Christians celebrate God’s offering of His Son Jesus Christ who has atoned their sins (Romans 5:11). 
The love of God that caused Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins is the same love that sends the Holy Spirit to live in us and guide us every day. The power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that will save you if you will accept Jesus into your life. The power is available to you and will be in your daily life when you come to Jesus. Be assured that, if you would begin a life with Jesus, you will have a reserve of power and love to call on each day for help to meet every challenge or trial. You can pray for God’s power and love as you need it. 

For the Christians the humbling of our souls for sin is a daily practice not an annual event, because no one knows when the Lord Jesus Christ will return for his people. Christians make their peace with God on a daily basis, and it is work that requires the whole person, and the closest application of mind imaginable, and all little enough. The Christian that would do the work of a day of atonement in its day, would be to witness to others the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it should be done, and must have need to lay aside the thoughts of everything else. On that day Christians celebrate God’s spoken peace unto them his saints he has redeemed by His Son Jesus Christ; and therefore they must lay aside all their worldly business, but the preaching of the gospel, that they might the more clearly and the more reverently hear and share that voice of joy and gladness with others in Jesus Christ. 
The Christians fasting days should not necessarily be days of rest. Christians afflict their souls as the Holy Spirit reminds them of their wrong doings on daily basis, so they will be prepared and ready at all times for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christian living require that on daily basis they must mortify the body, and deny the appetites of the flesh, as they remember what God has done for them; granting them atonement freely through His Son Jesus Christ. Every Christian soul must humble itself on a daily basis. The Christian although is not exempted from the law of repentance, but in Jesus Christ has the Christian fulfilled the law of innocence.

Under the Old Testament law since none is able to fulfill the law of innocence none are exempt from the law of repentance, besides that every person must sigh and cry for their own sins, and for the abominations of the land.  The entire day must be observed on the Day of Atonement: From even to even they afflict their souls (v. 32), that is, "They shall begin their fast, and the expressions of their humiliation, in the ninth day of the month at even.’’ They were to leave off all their worldly labor, and compose themselves to the work of the day approaching, some time before sun-set on the ninth day, and not to take any food except children and sick people, till after sun-set on the tenth day. The eves of solemn days are to be employed in solemn preparation. When work for God and our souls are to be done, we should not straiten ourselves in time for the doing of it; for how can we spend our time better? Of this Sabbath the rule here given is to be understood: From even unto even shall you celebrate your Sabbath.  
But the Christian is aware of the fact that God is holy, and he will not be associated with sin. All people are sinful, and all sin deserves punishment. Instead of punishing us with the death we deserve, however, Jesus Christ took our sins upon himself and paid the price for them with his own death. Now on the Day of Atonement, we can “Joy in God.” Through faith in His work, we become friends of Jesus and we are counted as righteous, not as enemies and outcasts, but at children of God.
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