Sabbath Sermon of September 29, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

In Jesus We Have Received The Atonement

Romans Chapter 5
We all know of the extraordinary provisions of the new covenant. God gave the law to the Israelites. He now puts his laws in the minds and in the hearts of those who believe in Jesus Christ. Believers have been given minds to remember, hearts to love, consciences to recognize, courage to profess, and the power to put all these things required of us into practice. He is our God and we are his people, and our sins are remembered against us no more.
Before the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we read from Exodus 25 that in the tabernacle as it was shown to Moses which he was to replicate for the children of Israel; the candlestick provided light, for there were no windows in the tabernacle. It signifies God as light or Jesus Christ as the light of all people, who are in darkness and need the light from God which comes to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ (Rom 10:17). The table and showbread were useless without light. We come to Jesus Christ’s table by his light and eat of the provision he has made for us, his people. In the light, we eat the bread of life which was forbidden for us to eat in the old system.
The golden censer, which was the altar of incense, for it was historically stationed in front of the veil. We see it now subsequent to Jesus’ atonement, at which time the veil was rent in two, now the altar of incense stands before the altar since the veil is gone. Nothing separates the believer from the Holy of Holies to which he, as a priest of God, has access (Rev 5:9,10; John 10:9), the Ark of the Covenant which was overlaid with pure gold, typifies Jesus Christ’s perfect obedience in which he fulfilled all righteousness (John 10:18). The golden pot contained manna, which when kept by men putrefied but which was miraculously preserved in the pot by God. Aaron’s rod typifies Jesus Christ our high priest, who died for our transgression and rose for our justification (Num. 17:8; Heb. 9:4).

The Cherubim represent the angels of God who rejoice in the merits and the work of Jesus Christ. They chant his eternal praises. They overshadow the mercy seat, which was also covered by pure gold. The mercy seat for propitiatory cover is the perfect type of Jesus Christ and his righteousness that provides a covering for all of our sins.
The Holy Spirit tells us that the Old Testament animal sacrifice for sin was external, temporary arrangements imposed until the coming of Jesus Christ to fulfill all the requirements for our redemption by his death on the cross and his resurrection. We learn that the type leads to the antitype or the fulfillment, and the antitype exceeds the type in every way. Again, the way into the holiest of all could never have been made manifest, as long as the first Tabernacle’s animal blood offering for sin was still in place, in which the offerings will never make the offerer perfect as pertaining to the conscience (Heb. 9;8, 9).
Unfortunately, people seek every other way of salvation except which God offers. No one can be saved apart from the shedding of a righteous blood. It does not matter whether people like this method, they can do nothing but accept the way God decided to make salvation possible. Further, the work of Jesus Christ is far more important than the work of the Levitical priesthood.
Some preach that the law has been replaced by the gospel. But we believe that the Law itself is contained in the gospel not replaced; for Jesus said, “Think not that I have come to destroy the Law or the teachings of the prophets, but to fulfill (Matt. 5:17-19). In other words, Jesus fulfilled the Law (explained the intent of the Old Testament Law giver); it did not cancel it. His was not a new system but the culmination of the old. The same God who worked through Moses and the prophets was working through Jesus, and is working through believers today.  That we are saved by faith, does not mean that we no longer need to obey God’s laws. Just the opposite! In fact, only when we trust Jesus can we truly obey God (Rom 3:31). 
Cancelling the first system in favor of a far better one meant doing away with the system of animal sacrifice contained in the ceremonial law. It did not mean eliminating God’s moral law (The Ten Commandments). The ceremonial law prepared people for Jesus Christ coming. With Jesus’ death and resurrection, that system of animal sacrifice for sin was no longer needed. Through Jesus Christ we can fulfill the moral law as we let him live in us. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice—his dying on the cross in our place, is finished work, so he is seated. The priests repeated the sacrifices often as the Catholic priests do today in their so called Transubstantiation; but Jesus’ sacrificed once for all. The old repeated sacrifices could not completely remove sin; but Jesus’ sacrifice effectively cleansed us, and made us righteous before the Father (Heb. 10: 9-18).
Therefore, anyone including the Jewish reader of this message who returned to the old system of animal sacrifice would be implying that Jesus Christ’s sacrifice was not enough to forgive their sins. Adding to his sacrifice or taking anything from it denies its validity. Any system to gain salvation through good works is essentially rejecting the significance of Jesus Christ’s death and spurning the Holy Spirit’s work. We must beware of anyone who tells us that Jesus Christ’s sacrifice left you incomplete, or that something else is needed to make you acceptable to God. The only thing that will make you whole and right with the Almighty God is believing in Jesus Christ and his finished work on the cross (John 19:30; Heb. 9:22-28).  Jesus Christ, although he is pleased with our service, but we cannot be saved by our good deeds. 
All three members of the Trinity are involved in salvation. The Father loved us so much that he sent his Son to bridge the gap between us (John 3:16). The Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit to fill our lives with love and to enable us to live by his power (Acts 1:8). With all this loving care, how can we do less than serve him completely! We were helpless because we could do nothing on our own to save ourselves. Some one had to come to rescue us. Jesus Christ volunteered and came at exactly the right time in history according to God’s own schedule. God controls all of history and he controlled the timing, method and events surrounding Jesus death on the cross and his resurrection.

“While we were yet sinners, Jesus died for us.” God sent Jesus Christ to die for us, not because we were good enough, but because he loved us so much. Whenever you feel uncertain about God’s love for you, remember that he loved you even before you turned to him.
It is the same love that caused Jesus Christ to die for us is the same love that sends the Holy Spirit to live in us and guide us every day, if we keep his commandments. The power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that saved us and is available to every one of us in our daily lives.  If you have accepted Jesus Christ into your live, be assured you’re now in a relationship with him; you have reserved power and love to call upon him each day for help to meet every challenge or trial. You can pray for God’s power and love as you need it.
“For when we were enemies of God,” because we continually disobeyed his commandments, Jesus died for us. God is holy and he will not be associated with sin. All people are sinful, and all sin deserves punishment. Instead of punishing us with the death we deserve, however, Jesus Christ took our sins upon himself and paid the price for them with his own death. Thus, by his death on the cross and his shed blood was our sins atoned. Now we can “Joy in God” instead of afflicting ourselves on the day of Atonement; for the cause says Apostle Paul, “he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance” (Rom. 5:15). Since we have already received the atonement for our sins, there is no point in returning to the sacrificial system now that Jesus Christ had come and had become the final perfect sacrifice.
In Jesus Christ we have been made perfect, yet we are being made holy. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ, once for all, made his believers perfect in God’s sight. At the same time, Jesus is making his followers progressively cleansed and set apart for his special purpose in our daily lives here on earth.  So we should not be surprised, or ashamed, or shocked that we still need to grow in our understanding of the things of God. For our Father in heaven is not finished with us. We can encourage this growth process by deliberately applying the Scripture to all areas of our lives, by accepting the discipline and guidance Jesus Christ provides, and by giving him control of our desire and goals.
God through Jesus Christ has put his laws into our hearts, and in our minds has he written them; and our sin God will remember them no more. Jesus forgives completely, so there is no need to confess past sins or afflict ourselves repeatedly for them. Therefore, as believers, we should be confident that the sins we confess and renounce are forgiven and forgotten.
But how could we be declared guilty in the first place for something Adam did thousands of years ago? Many feel it isn’t fair for God to judge us because of Adam’s sin.  Although it is the Word of God that judge us, and yet each of us confirms our heritage with Adam by our own sins every day. Being of the same blood and sinful nature (Acts 17:26), we are prone to rebel against God, and we are judged for the sins we commit. 
According to Apostle Paul, keeping the Law does not bring salvation, and breaking the Law is not what brings death. Death is the result of Adam’s sin and of the sins we all commit, even if they do not resemble Adam’s. We are reminded by Paul that for thousands of years the Law had not yet be explicitly given, and yet people died. The Law was added to help people see their sinfulness, to show them the seriousness of their offenses, and to drive them to God for mercy and pardon. But the Law offers no remedy. So when we are convinced of sin, we must turn to Jesus Christ for deliverance.

We are all born into Adam’s physical family, the family line that leads to certain death. All of us reap the same results of Adam’s sin. We have inherited his guilt, the tendency to sin; a sinful nature, and God’s punishment. Because of Jesus we can trade judgment for forgiveness. Jesus offers us the opportunity to be born into his spiritual family line that begins with forgiveness and leads to eternal life. But if you choose to do nothing, you will receive death through Adam; but if you come to God by faith today, you will receive eternal life through Jesus Christ.
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