Sabbath Sermon of September 27, 2014.
By Rev. Bishop Flint Chika, Bishop

The King of Israel from Bethlehem 
Micah Chapter 5

This judge mentioned in verse 1 in this chapter was probably Zedekiah who ruled in Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar conquered the city (2Kings 25:1, 2). Zedekiah was the last of the kings to sit on the throne in Jerusalem. Micah prophesied that the next king in David’s line would be the Messiah, who would establish a Kingdom that would never end (Daniel 2: 44). Micah prophesied that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, and that he will come from the Davidic line. From Matthew 2:5 it appears that the Judaens thought Micah’s prophecy to be genuine. 
The prophecy also states that the Messiah is alive from everlasting. Well we know that it is only God Almighty that is alive from everlasting, so when Jesus said to Philip “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father ,” he spoke the Gospel truth to them that he is God; the visible, tangible image of the invisible God Almighty. Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to know Jesus is to know The Father. Therefore, the search for God, for truth, and reality, ends in Jesus Christ (John 14: 6-9; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-4). 
The Hebrew word translated going-forth points to the times when God “went forth” to make known his truth to his people, or to redeem them from peril or bondage. The Messiah will go forth to provide eternal redemption. The ruler is Jesus, the Messiah. Micah accurately prophesied Jesus Christ’s birthplace hundreds of years before he was born. The promised eternal King in David’s line, who would come to live as a man, had been alive forever; “from of old, from everlasting.” Although eternal, he entered human history as the man, Jesus of Nazareth.
5-9. Micah’s prophecy of seven shepherds and eight princes is a figurative way of saying that the Messiah will raise up many good leaders when he returns to reign. In sharp contrast are Micah’s words in chapter 3 about Judah’s corrupt leaders. Assyria is another name for the land of Nimrod: this area of ancient Assyria is now known as Iraq. However, the “Assyrian” symbolically refers to all evil nations in every age that oppose God’s people. These good leaders will help Jesus Christ defeat all evil in the world.
In this chapter we are provided with one of clearest Old Testament prophecies of Jesus Christ’ coming. The key descriptive phrase is “And this man shall be the peace.” In one of Jesus’ closing teachings he said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). With Jesus first coming we have the opportunity for peace with God. No more fear or judgment, no more conflict and guilt if we keep his commandments.  Jesus’ peace gives us assurance even though wars and rumors of wars continue. Micah speaks of those few people of Israel who are a remnant. On them, in the latter days, will the Spirit be poured out and they shall be saved (Romans 9:27).  They shall be a blessing among many people and are as welcome as the dew of the morning. 

“Thy hand shall be lifted up upon thy adversaries;” the church shall have the upper hand at last of all that oppose her. Her enemies shall be cut off; they shall cease to be enemies; their enmity shall be cut off. Jesus Christ’s arrows of conviction shall be sharp in their hearts, so that they shall fall under him; they shall yield themselves subjects to him (Psalm 45:5) and be happily conquered and subdued (Psalm 110:2). That they shall be brought out from all their carnal confidences, which they have relied on, that by the providence of God they shall enjoy such a security that they shall not need them, and by the grace of God they shall be brought to see the folly of them and come out from them.
It was the sin of Israel that they furnished themselves extravagantly with horses and chariots, and were soothsayers and idolaters (Isaiah 2:6-8). But here it is promised that they shall not regard them anymore. The tranquility of the kingdom of Jesus Christ is intended in that promise, which explains this (Zechariah. 9:10), “I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem.” It is a great mercy to be deprived of those things in which we have reposed a confidence in competition with God, which we have made our arm, and after which we have gone a whoring from God. Let us observe the particulars: They had trusted in chariots and horses, and multiplied them (Psalm 20:7); but now God will cut off their horses, and destroy their chariots, as David houghed the chariot-horses (2 Samuel 8:4). They shall not have them, lest they should be tempted to trust in them.

10-15. “In that day.”  The seed that is planted today will germinate and become the plant of tomorrow. Everything in history has been designed by God to bring about the ultimate triumph of right over wrong, of God over Satan. There are two histories, one known and the other unknown. There is secular or profane history and sacred history. Beyond the pale of people’s knowledge lies sacred history, which works through secular history looking to the eschatological moment when God will unveil himself with the return of Jesus Christ, bringing in the Kingdom of God Almighty (Daniel 2: 36-44).
When God rules in his eternal Kingdom, our strength will not be found in military might but in God’s Almighty power. He will destroy all the weapons that people use for security. There will be no need for armies, because God will rule in the heart of every person. 
Our hearts should not be ruled by fear of invasion or nuclear attack. Our confidence should be in God. They depended upon their strongholds, and fortified cities, for their security; but God will take care that they be demolished: “I will cut off the cities of thy land; I will throw down thy strongholds.” They shall have them for habitations, but not for garrisons, for God will be their only place of defense, their high tower, and their deliverer. Many of them depended much upon the conduct and advice of their conjurors, diviners, and fortune-tellers; and those God will cut off, not only as weak things, and insufficient to relieve them, but as wicked things, and sufficient to ruin them: "I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy hand, that thou shalt no more take hold of them, and stay thyself upon them, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers, for your eyes shall be opened and you shall come to know that all their pretensions are a cheat.”
Some of the greatest evils among the Judaens sprang from the practice of sorcery and witchcraft they had learned from the nations around them. These shall be no longer; and the idols, which normally attended these evil practices, shall have disappeared. Micah has been talking about a glorious future, but he returns to assail the people for what they were at that moment. He orders them to hear and heed the Word of the Lord. They are a rebellious people who have dishonored God. God’s mercies have been many and should have caused them to remain faithful, but they have apostatized.
“Thy graven images will I cut off, and thy standing images, both those that were movable and those that were fixed;” they shall be destroyed by the power of the law of Moses and deserted by the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that thou shalt no more worship the work of thy hands, but be ashamed that ever thou hast been so deluded. Among other monuments of idolatry, says the Lord, “I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee.’’ These were planted and preserved in honor of their idols, and used in the worship of them; these they were ordered to burn (Deuteronomy 12:2, 3), and, if they do not, God will, so that they shall not have them to trust. “And so will I destroy their cities,” meaning the cities that were dedicated to the idols, to some dunghill-deity or other, some of these idols we have in America, for example the Washington monument; the Bohemian Grove, which they confided in for their protection. 
That those who stand it out against the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and continue in league with their idolatries and witchcrafts, shall fall under the wrath of God, and be consumed by it: God says, “I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen,” that is, upon heathenism, such as they have not heard; idolatries shall be done away, and idolaters put to shame. “I will execute vengeance upon the heathen who would not hear and receive the doctrine of Jesus Christ.” God will give his Son either the hearts or the necks of his enemies, and make them either his friends or his footstool. Now, remember that what God said to Israel, he says to America. “Burn your idols and return to Me in righteousness, or I will allow the “Assyrians” to come into your land and burn them for you.” 
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