Sabbath Sermon of September 26, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Rejected by His Fellow Galileans
Luke Chapter 4

Jesus being led by the Holy Spirit in the same way as all people of God has the right to be led; being forty days and forty nights where he was tempted by the devil. When we are so led, we can rest in the confidence that we are safe in the will of God and that we will be sustained and helped by the divine power that is available to us. Although this is true, but sometimes we would be led by the Holy Spirit to prove us. Jesus was led into the wilderness for a long and difficult time of testing, and he may also lead us into difficult situations. When facing trials, first make sure you have not brought them on yourself through sin or unwise choices. If you find no sin to confess or unwise behavior to change, then ask God to strengthen you for your test. When under trial, be careful to follow faithfully wherever the Holy Spirit leads.
Jesus was tempted by the devil, but he never sinned. It was not only possible but it was necessary for Jesus to be tempted without sinning. First, temptation is part of the human experience. For Jesus to be fully human, for him to take our place completely, he had to face temptation (Hebrews 4:15). In his humanity he could have sinned but did not. In his deity, however, it was impossible for him to sin. Second, Jesus had to undo Adam’s work. Adam, though created perfect, gave in to temptation and passed sin on to the whole humanity. Jesus by contrast, resisted Satan. His victory offers salvation to all of Adam’s descendants (Romans 5:12-19). It was the same devil who tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden, that tempted Jesus in the wilderness. Satan is a real being, created but rebellious fallen angel not a symbol or an idea. He constantly fights against God and those who follow and obey God. Jesus was a prime target for his temptations. Satan succeeded with Adam and Eve, and he hoped to succeed with Jesus too, but he was defeated. Today Satan plans and works to succeed with you. Don’t ever let him take you with him to his hell kingdom. Because he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, so he does not want you to enter.
If you ask, “How do I fight the devil?” Knowing and obeying the Word of God is an effective weapon against temptation as the devil broadcasts them, and are directed toward all people, with people of God as the main targets.  The only offensive weapon provided in the Christian’s “armor” (Ephesians 6:17). Jesus used Scripture to counter Satan’s attacks, and you can do the same as well. But to use it effectively you must have faith in God’s promises, because Satan also knows the Scripture and is adept at twisting it to suit his purpose. Obeying the Word of God is more important than simply having a verse to quote, so read them daily and apply them to your life. Then your “sword” will always be sharp.
4-12. In this threefold temptation, certain truths are evident and they are: (1) Jesus would make no compact with the devil (2) he would perform no miracles until he began preaching; for miracles ratified his doctrine; (3) he would work no miracles for himself because he came to suffer, not to please himself; (4) he gladly put off the proof of his being the Son of God until later rather than to do what was not fit and proper at that time; (5) he would not act independent from his Father. Sometimes what we are tempted to do is not wrong in itself. Turning stones into bread was not necessarily bad. The sin was not in the act but in the reason of it. Satan was trying to get Jesus to take a shortcut, to solve his immediate problem at the expense of his long-range goals, to seek comfort at the sacrifice of his discipline. Satan often works that way by persuading us to take action, even right action, for the wrong reason or at the wrong time.
Often we are tempted not through our weakness, but through our strengths. Satan tempted Jesus when he was strong. When we give in to Satan and wrongly use our strengths, we become proud and self-reliant. For example, in quoting Psalm 91 Satan misinterpreted Scripture, when the intention of that passage is to show God’s protection of his people, not to incite them to use God’s power for sensational or foolish displays. Trusting in our own powers, we feel little need of God. To avoid this trap, we must realize that all our strengths are God gifts to us, and we must dedicate them to his service.
13-18. The devil was put to light. He had emptied his quiver of all his tricks, and had failed signally. Jesus Christ emerged the conqueror; the devil retired to work out other plans to entrap and defeat Jesus. Too often we see temptation as once and for all. In reality, we need to be constantly on guard against the devil’s ongoing attacks. We thank God for the devil failed in all his plans and tricks against Jesus, which he had purposed to prevent our salvation through the work of Jesus.

Now Jesus filled with the power of Holy Spirit, begins his offensive warfare against the hosts of darkness. He taught publicly, centered his work in the synagogues, and kept the Sabbath “as his custom was.” Even though he was the perfect Son of God and his local synagogue left much to be desired, he attended services every week. His example makes most excuses for not attending Sabbath worship sound weak and self-service. “Remember the Sabbath, and keep it holy,” says the Lord God Almighty. My friends, make regular Sabbath worship a part of your life, or you will be disobeying God’s command.
19-21. To preach the acceptance year of the Lord, that is, “to give blessings to all who come to him.” When Jesus closed the Book of Isaiah, he stopped before adding “and the day of vengeance of our God” (Isaiah 61:2). Jesus finished by speaking of “the time of God’s favor.” This means his own incarnation and atoning death on the cross. But the wrath of God awaits Jesus Christ’s Second Advent; it is yet future. This was a purposeful omission on Jesus part and may have puzzled his audience.

22-27. Is this not Joseph’s son? The listeners have heard things they never heard before. They were so impressed that they found it difficult to believe that a son of Joseph could say and do these things. God, had covered Mary’s virgin birth with dignity and kept her from scandal, public disgrace, and humiliation. What the God-man said and did was the product of his being born God and man and offspring of the Holy Spirit.
28-31. From the beginning we hear how “Jesus came unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11). He escaped from their wrath because his hour had not yet come. The Judaen-Israelites could not stand hearing that God was interested in the Gentiles and would save some of them too. These remarks filled the people of Nazareth with wrath because Jesus was saying that God sometimes chose to reach Gentiles rather than Judaen-Israelites. Jesus implied that his hearers were as unbelieving as the citizens of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the days of Elias (Elijah) and Elisha, a time notorious for its great wickedness.
32-40. Jesus’ word was with power. The word translated “power” is exousia (authority) in the Greek text. Jesus had the authority of absolute truth, for he was and is God. And his words were absolute truth as well. The Judaen-Israelite scribes and rabbis appealed to the tradition of their human forefathers who had corrupted the Law God gave them through Moses. But Jesus’ authority went beyond that of the rabbis and scribes. In that it came from God and his words were final. From them there was no appeal. Jesus cast out devils with authority and power, not with tricks and gimmicks. A man possessed by a demon was in the synagogue where Jesus was teaching. He made his way into the place of worship and verbally abused Jesus. Jesus muzzled demons and always delivered people from them, so that the victims were left unhurt. The people were amazed at Jesus’ authority to cast out demons also known as evil spirits ruled by Satan and sent to harass people and tempt them to sin.
Demons are fallen angels who have joined Satan in rebellion against God. Demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind, or insane. Jesus faced many demons during his time on earth, and he always exerted authority over them. Not only did the devil leave this man. No doubt that evil permeates our world, and it is no wonder that people are often fearful. But Jesus’ power is far greater than that of Satan. The first step toward conquering fear of evil is to recognize Jesus’ authority. He has overcome all evil, including Satan himself. “For at the mention of the name Jesus all knee shall bow.” No wonder Freemasonry forbids the use of the name Jesus in their satanic rituals. Because where the name of Jesus is mentioned Satan and his demons cannot stay. 
41-43. Demons know fully well that Jesus Christ is God. They tremble at his presence and for what the future has in store for them (James 2:19), but this does not change them. Although some have wrongly assumed that Jesus will eventually save these fallen angels, but Scripture does not tell us whether it is possible, even now, for demons to change their minds and receive Jesus Christ, or whether their condition has become so fixed that they are beyond redemption. Although a recent documentary showed that some of them wish that Jesus would take them back, but unfortunately, that their condition has become so fixed that they cannot stop doing evil for Satan.
Jesus did not want the devils to reveal who he was, so he commanded them to remain silent to show his authority over them. He also wanted his listeners to believe he was the Messiah because of his words, not because of the devil’s words. He was going to reveal his identity according to God’s time-table, and he would not be pushed by Satan’s evil plans. Satan’s plan was to stir up the crowd with the wrong expectations of what he came to do. It was not to give Jesus recognition as some might think.
Everything Jesus did when he was on earth was for our example; he even had to get up very early just to get some time alone with his Father. If Jesus needed solitude for prayer and refreshment, how much more is this true for you? My friend, do not become so busy that life turns into a flurry of activity leaving no room for quiet fellowship alone with God. No matter how much you have to do, you should always make time for prayer.

The Kingdom of God is good news, especially to the Judaen-Israelites, because they had been awaiting the coming of the promised Messiah ever since the Babylonian captivity. It is good news for us also, because it means freedom from slavery to sin and selfishness. The Kingdom is already here in the hearts of believers. Again, it is also in the future, because Jesus will return to reign over a perfect Kingdom when sin and evil no longer exist.
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