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Jesus Reproves the Judaen Religious Leaders
John Chapter 8

In this chapter we are to understand how that the Judaen religious leaders in Jesus’ day were guilty of misapplying God’s law. Since Phariseesm at the time appeared to be the official and political religion in Judea: an ancient region of southern Israel; the Pharisees brought only the woman, not the accomplice in her crime. Of course, it takes two to commit adultery.  The law demanded that both parties be stoned, if guilty of adultery or fornication (Leviticus 20:10; 1 Corinthians 6:13-20; Leviticus 18). 
When Jesus called for witnesses to cast the first stone, the Pharisees and the woman’s accusers disappeared. They knew their case was illegal. Perhaps one of them or several of them had used her services. Jesus did not condemn the woman accused of adultery, but neither did he ignore or condone her sin. When the woman was set free, Jesus told her to go and to sin no more. The Judaen religious leaders having disregarded the Law by arresting the woman without the man, were using the woman as a trap so they could trick Jesus. 
“Who is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone” This is a significant statement about judging others. Because he upheld the legal penalty for adultery, stoning. Jesus could not be accused of being against the Law. But by saying that only sinless person could throw the stone, he highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness. When others are caught in sin, are you quick to pass judgment? To do so is to act as though you have never sinned. It is God’s role to judge, not ours. Our role is to show forgiveness and compassion. At the same time the person who is in the habit of sinning, Jesus says to you to sin no more. Because the more sin you commit the lesser you are a child of God, and the more and more you become a child of Satan.
A worthy Christian walk is characterized by certain inward and outward qualities. Some of the inward qualities are (1) purity, or walking as children of the light (1 John 1:6, 7; 2:11); (2) sincerity, or integrity and frankness (2 Corinthians 5:7); and (5) living in the truth (3 John 1:4). The outward characteristics are (1) outward honesty (Romans 13:12, 13; 1 Thessalonians 4:11, 12); (2) acting carefully or prudently (Ephesians 5:15, 16); (3) walking wisely (Colossians 4:5, 6) and (4) manifesting love (Ephesians 5:2).
A great doctrine is laid down, with the application of it. The doctrine is, That Jesus Christ is the light of the world (v. 12): Then spoke Jesus again unto them; though he had spoken a great deal to them to little purpose, and what he had said was opposed, yet he spoke again, for he speaketh once, yea, twice. They had turned a deaf ear to what he said, and yet he spoke again to them, saying, I am the light of the world. Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Of course, Light is the name of the Messiah, as it is written, Daniel 2:22, “And light dwelleth with him.” God is light, and Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God; God of gods, Light of lights. He was expected to be a light to enlighten the Gentiles (Luke 2:32 ), and so the light of the world, and not of the Judaen church only. The visible light of the world is the sun, and Jesus Christ is the Sun of righteousness. One sun enlightens the whole world, so does one Jesus Christ, and there needs no more. Jesus Christ in calling himself the light expresses what he is in himself, most excellent and glorious. What he is to the world—the fountain of light, enlightening every man and woman. Could you imagine what a dungeon would the world be without the sun? So would it be without Jesus Christ in your life by whom light came into the world, (John 3:19). The inference from this doctrine is, “He that followeth me, as a traveler follows the light in a dark night, shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” If Christ be the light, then, it is our duty to follow him, to submit ourselves to his guidance, and in everything take directions from him, in the way that leads to happiness.
Jesus asserts that he is God and that salvation depends on believing in him. Those who do not believe in him will die in their sins. And to die in one’s sins is to lose all hope of eternal life. To believe in Jesus require that you keep his commandments, that is, learn his Word and keep them. Many follow false lights that lead them to destruction; but Jesus Christ is the true light. It is not enough to look at this light, and to gaze upon it, but you must follow it, believe in it, and walk in it, for it is a light to your feet, not your eyes only.  It is the happiness of those who follow Jesus Christ that they shall not walk in darkness. They shall not be left destitute of those instructions in the way of truth which are necessary to keep them away from destructive sinful living, and those directions in the way of duty which are necessary to keep them from damning sin. They shall have the light of life, that knowledge and enjoyment of God which will be to them the light of spiritual life in this world and of everlasting life in God’s Kingdom, where there will be no death nor darkness. My friend, follow Jesus Christ, and you will undoubtedly be happy in this world and in the Kingdom of God to come.  Choose today to follow Jesus Christ, and you will definitely be in heaven.
Judaens believed they were all children of Abraham after the flesh, but Jesus points out to them that not all of them were children of Abraham according to faith. Jesus promises that faith in him will set them free. Some carnal Judaens took exception to Jesus’ words. As Abraham’s seed they thought they were free by birthright as being born by a Hebrew woman, and never were in bondage to anyone. Jesus informs them that, as sinners they are slaves to sin and therefore are owned by the author of it: Satan. 
Jesus has the power to set them free from heir bondage to sin and as slaves to Mr. Sin--Satan, which is the worst of all bondages. Moreover, Jesus agrees that they are descendants of Abraham, but Jesus says to them that it avails them nothing, for they do not have Abraham’s faith. Jesus made the distinction between hereditary sons and daughters. The religious leaders hereditary were children of Abraham, but their actions showed them to be true children of Satan, for they lived under Satan’s guidance.  True children of Abraham would not act as they did. The same goes for a person who would say that he or she is a true Christian because he or she was born to Christian parents or that their Church membership makes them Christians and sons and daughters of God. But Jesus says that a Christian is a person who keeps his commandments which does not really differ from the commandments given to the Judaens (Matthew 5:17-19). Your true father is the one you obey.
“Ye would do the works of Abraham,” that is, they would claim their interest in the covenant God made with Abraham and his seed. This would entail faith and obedience, neither of which they had at this moment. Jesus makes the astounding claim that they did not have God as their Father because they did not love Jesus himself. Whoever does not love Jesus is anathema (1 Corinthians 16:22). The second reason they did not have God as their Father was that they did not understand Jesus’ speech, which was heavenly, divine, and intelligible to those who were familiar with the voice of God in the Old Testament. In plainest words, they did not speak the language of the family of God (1 John 3: 22-24). The attitudes and actions of these Judaen leaders clearly identified them as followers of Satan. They may not have been conscious of this, but their hatred of truth, their lies, and their murderous intentions indicated how much control Satan had over them. They were his tools in carrying out his plans, they spoke the same language of lies. Satan still uses people to obstruct God’s work (Genesis 4:8; Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:12).
The devil, or “Satan” is characterized as (1) a liar; (2) “the prince of this world” (John 14:30); (3) “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4); (4) “the prince of the power of the air; who is at work right now in the hearts of those who are against the Almighty God and His Son Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:2); (5) “your adversary” (1 Peter 5:8); and (6) “the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan” (Revelation 20:2). Everyone is either a son or daughter of God or a son or daughter of the devil. The devil is here looked upon as having his own children to whom he is father. In other words as long you live in sin, you have the devil as your father.
No one could accuse Jesus of a single sin. People who hated him and wanted him dead scrutinized his behavior but could find nothing wrong. Jesus proved he was God in his flesh by his sinless life. He is the only perfect example for us to follow. We noted in this chapter that Jesus would sometimes challenge his listeners to test them. He welcomed those who wanted to question his claims and character as long as they were willing to follow through on what they discovered. His challenge even to Christians clarifies the two most frequent reasons that people miss encountering him: (1) They never accept his challenge to test him, or (2) they test him but are not willing to believe what they discover (Malachi 3:10-12). If you have been caught in this mistake, it is about time you get out of it and believe Jesus who would not purposefully save you so he can to fail you.
“Before Abraham was, I AM. This is one of Jesus’ own statements about his eternal existence. When he says he existed before Abraham was born, he undeniably proclaims his divinity. Not only did Jesus say he existed before Abraham; he also applied God’s holy name to himself (Exodus 3:14). This claim demands a response. It cannot be ignored. Therefore, the immediate and negative response of the listeners makes clear that such a statement presumed the uniqueness of his person. They were not ready to accept what he said, for to do so meant they would have to worship him. The Judaen leaders tried to stone him for blasphemy because he claimed equality with God. But Jesus is God. My friend, how have you responded to Jesus, the Son of God?

The Judaen leaders well understood what Jesus was claiming, and since they did not believe him, they charged him with blasphemy. How ironic, that they were really the blasphemers, cursing and attacking the very God they claimed to serve! Right after the time of the Judaen religious leaders, we observed that in the Arian controversy before the Council of Nicea (A. D 325), Arius followed the footsteps of the Judaen religious leaders who opposed Jesus. Arius claimed that Jesus was created being that there was a time when he did not exist, and this belief of his gave him away as a blasphemer and an antichrist (1 John 2:18, 22, 23; 4:3; 2 John 1:7). Scripture, however, teaches that Jesus is the eternally preexistent one. Other verses confirm the eternity of Jesus (Isaiah 9:6; Micah 5: 2; Daniel 7:14, 27; John 1:1, 2).
If you ask who is an antichrist? The bible distinguishes the antichrist from the spirit of antichrist (1 John 4:3).  In 1 John 2 verse 18, John does not have in mind the antichrist, but those who make common cause with him and whose evil spirit they imitate. Since they deny the basic truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ they are called antichrists. These are people involved in this heresy like Arian was, who had pretended to belong to the true Christian fellowship. Their error or should we say their evil, for which they left the fellowship, was a denial of the reality of the incarnation, which was also a repudiation of the Father. This type of heresy can only come direct as a result of Gnostic teaching or unbelief.
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