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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teach About Wealth
Luke Chapter 16

In this chapter Jesus gave this illustration in the presence of the Pharisees. The point is plain: if unsaved people will spend all their time looking to their material interests and the promotion of their own welfare, believers should use their energies and talents to advance their spiritual interests—the only ones of lasting value.  However, we would be in error if we imagine that the design of Jesus Christ’s doctrine was either to amuse us with notions of divine mysteries or to entertain us with notions of divine mercies. No, the divine revelation of both these in the gospel is intended to engage and quicken us to the practice of Christian duties, and, as much as any one thing, to the duty of beneficence and doing good to those who stand in need of any thing that either we have or can do for them. This our Savior is here pressing us to, by reminding us that we are but stewards of the manifold grace of God; and since we have in divers instances been unfaithful, and have forfeited the favor of our Lord, it is our wisdom to think how we may, some other way, make what we have in the world turn to a good account.
Our use of money is a good test of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. (1) Let us use the resources we have wisely because they belong to God, not us, (2) Money can be used for good or evil; let us use ours for good, (3) Money has a lot of power, so we must use it carefully and thoughtfully, (4) We must use our material goods in a way that will forester faith and obedience. Money seen as an end in itself quickly traps us and cuts us off from both God and the needy.
9-13. Jesus uses this parable to speak to his disciples and to us about the use of the little material means they had, and we may have. What is it here that our Lord Jesus exhorts us to provide for our comfortable reception to the happiness of another world, by making good use of our possessions and enjoyments in this world. “Mammon of unrighteousness,” is a term for money that is acquired unjustly. We are to make use of wise opportunities, not to earn heaven but so that heaven--everlasting habitations will be a welcome experience. When we obey God’s will, the unselfish use of possessions will follow.
In our society integrity is often put on the line in money matters. God calls us to be honest even in small details we could rationalize away. Heaven’s riches are far more valuable than earthly wealth; no matter how much or little we have, we will be unfit to handle the vast riches of God’s Kingdom.  Believers ought not to let our integrity slip in small matters, and it will not fail you in crucial decisions either. Because money has the power to the place of God in your life, you are warned in advance not to let it. My friends do not let money become your master. This is how you can tell if you are a slave to money? (1) Do you think and worry about it frequently? (2) Do you give up doing what you should do or you would like to do for the Kingdom of heaven in order to make more money? (3) Do you spend a great deal of time caring for your possessions? (4) Is it hard for you to give money away? (5) Are you in debt?
Money no doubt is a hard master and a deceptive one. Money promises power and control, but it often cannot deliver. Great fortunes can be made—and lost—overnight, and no amount of money can provide health, happiness, or eternal life. How much better to let God be your Master. The servants of The Lord have peace of mind and security now and forever. The truly rich are those who are rich in faith. The riches of the world are deceitful and uncertain; they are unimaginably less than the riches of glory and grace of God.
“No servant can serve two masters,” whose commands are so inconsistent as those of God and mammon are. You cannot have one leg in Jesus and the other in the world. It is a dangerous thing to do, because in time of trouble you won’t be able to get help from either side. If a man or woman will love the world, and hold to that, it cannot be but he or she will hate God and despise him. He will make all his pretensions of being a Christian truckle to his secular interests and designs, and the things of God shall be made to help him in serving and seeking the world. But, on the other hand, if a man or woman will love God, and adhere to him, he will comparatively hate the world, that is, whenever God and the world come in competition, he or she will despise the worldly methods, and make all his business and success in the world some way or other conducive to his furtherance in the business as a Christian; and the things of the world shall be made to help him in serving God and working out his salvation. The matter is here laid plainly before us: Ye cannot serve God and mammon. So divided are their interests that their services can never be compounded. If therefore we be determined to serve God, we must disclaim and abjure the service of the world.
14-17. The Pharisees loved money and took exception to Jesus’ teaching. We live in an age that measures people’s worth by how much money they make. Do you scoff at Jesus’ warnings against serving money? Do you try to explain them away? Do you apply them to someone else—the Pharisees or some other persons, for example? My friends, unless you take Jesus’ statements seriously, you may be acting like the Pharisees.
To get praise from others, the Pharisees acted piously, but God knew what was in their hearts. The Pharisees as some do today in our society, considered their wealth as a sign of God’s approval of them. But God detested the wealth of the Pharisees for it caused them to abandon true spirituality. Though prosperity may earn people’s praise, it must never substitute for devotion and service to the Almighty God.
Jesus says, “The law and the prophets were until John,” meaning that John was the dividing line between the Old and New Testament (John 1:15-18). With Jesus came the realization of all the prophets’ hopes. Jesus emphasized that his Kingdom fulfilled the Law (the Old Testament); it did not cancel it. His was not a new system but the culmination of the old. The same God who worked through Moses was working through Jesus, and is working through believers today.
18-22. “Whosoever putted away his wife and marrieth another, committeth adultery.”  Most religious leaders of Jesus’ day permitted a man to divorce his wife for nearly any reason. The teachings of Jesus on divorce went beyond Moses’ (Deut 24:1-4). His teaching was stricker than any of the then current schools of thought. Jesus teachings shocked his hearers (Matt. 19:10), just as they shake today’s readers. Paul states that his teaching on divorce comes from Jesus (1 Cor. 7:10).  Divorce is everywhere in Scriptures forbidden except for adultery as we noted in Matthew 5:32; 19:9. But no where in the scripture are you allowed to marry another, after you have put your wife or your husband away for the cause of fornication or adultery. Rather, you are expected to forgive everyone who trespassed against you.  In other words, you are expected to forgive your wife or your husband as well, if you expect your Father in heaven to forgive your own trespasses and let you into his Kingdom (Matt. 6:14-15).  Jesus says in unmistakable terms that marriage is a lifetime commitment. To leave your wife or husband for another person may be legal, but it is adultery in God’s eyes. So those who are thinking about getting married should remember that God intends it to be a permanent commitment.
Some think this is a parable; others believe it is a true story. In either event it teaches two lessons (1) wealth, or station in life, is no guarantee of life eternal; and (2) Moses and the prophets have supplied us with all the information we all need to keep ourselves from everlasting destruction.
“In Abraham’s bosom,” that is, to be in paradise where Abraham is. This is a figurative manner of speaking. The Pharisees considered wealth a proof of righteousness. Jesus shocked them with this story in which a diseased bagger is rewarded and a rich man is punished. The rich man did not go to hell because of his wealth but because he was selfish with it. He refused to feed Lazarus, take him in, or care for his health. The Lazarus in this story is not the same whom Jesus raised from the dead in John chapter 11. 
In hell, that is, a place where unbelievers go to await the final judgment. The rich man is conscious; he is already suffering. There is no deliverance from his estate. And he cannot communicate with the living
Here we note the righteousness of God, in recompensing tribulation to them who trouble his people, and to those who are troubled rest, (2 Th. 1:6, 2 Th. 1:7). Heaven is comfort, and hell is torment: heaven is joy, hell is weeping, and wailing, and pain in perfection. The soul, as soon as it leaves the body, goes either to heaven or hell, to comfort or torment, immediately, and does not sleep, or go into purgatory. Heaven will be heaven indeed to those that go there through many and great calamities in this world; of those that had grace, but had little of the comfort of it here, perhaps their souls refused to be comforted, yet, when they are fallen asleep in Jesus Christ, you may truly say, "Now they are comforted: now all their tears are wiped away, and all their fears are vanished.’’ In heaven there is everlasting consolation (Rev. 21:4).
26-31. Abraham assures the rich man in hell that it was to no purpose to think of having any relief by sending Lazarus to him with any help; for besides all this, worse yet, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, an impassable one, a great chasm, that so there can be no communication between glorified saints and damned sinners. The kindest saint in heaven cannot make a visit to the congregation of the dead and damned, to comfort or relieve any there who once were their friends or relatives. "They that would pass hence or from paradise to you cannot; they cannot leave beholding the face of their Father, nor the work about his throne, to fetch water for you; that is no part of their business.’’ 
The most daring sinner in hell cannot force his way out of that prison, cannot get over that great gulf (Luke 12: 47, 48, 58). They cannot pass to us that would come thence, or from hell. It is not to be expected, for the door of mercy is shut, the bridge is drawn; there is no coming out upon parole or bail, no, not for one hour. In this world, blessed be God, there is no gulf fixed between a state of nature and grace, but we may pass from the one to the other, from sin to God; but if we die in our sins, if we throw ourselves into the pit of destruction, there is no coming out. It is a pit in which there is no water, and out of which there is no redemption. The decree and counsel of God have fixed this gulf, which all the world cannot unfix. The state of damned sinners is fixed by an irreversible and unalterable sentence. A stone is rolled to the door of the pit, which cannot be rolled back. Damned sinners are made to know that the sentence they are under is just, and they cannot alleviate their own misery by making any objection against it.  Now as to this, the rich man in hell begs that Lazarus might be sent to his father’s house, upon an errand to testify to them lest they come to hell as well: I pray thee therefore, father. Again he calls upon Abraham, and in this request he is importunate and desperate: "I pray thee. O deny me not this.’’ When he was on earth he might have prayed and been heard, but now he prays in vain. But the answer will always be no to any prayer offered from hell! They have preachers, let them hear them.  But if one went from the dead and told them, may be they will repent, said the rich man in hell. Today how many have come from the dead to tell us their experiences on why no one should ever go to hell? Is anyone listening to them? 
We must all realize that the amount of money we have is not so important as the way we use it. What is your attitude toward your money and possessions? Do you hoard them selfishly for yourself, or do you use them to help others? The rich man thought his five brothers would surely believe a messenger who was raised from the dead. But Jesus said that if they did not believe Moses and the prophets, who spoke constantly of caring for the poor, not even a resurrection would convince them. 
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