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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop.

Judah’s Darkest Hour: A Warning for America
Jeremiah Chapter 23

The God Almighty has said that “Surely he would do nothing without first revealing his secret to his servants his true prophets” (Amos 3:7).  The message in this chapter was one of those that were given to Judah after the end of the kingdom and the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, which was a fate very hard for the people of Judah to accept. Today the God Almighty is sending out the same message through his true prophets to warn the people of America before the end that is approaching. As it was indeed from a material and secular viewpoint an extremely hard blow to the nation of Judah, America should not expect any less when the end does come.
If you ask, what good will come if God should allow America to be brought down? First of all, God is not the one allowing America to be brought down, rather America is doing it to herself by having rejected God’s protection in his Word. As it was in Judah, then would we have the overdue revival after we have brought our nation down.  Because then would we from the standpoint of our spiritual progress may be see God’s providence at work should we as a people allow ourselves and our nation to be destroyed. God had said that he created America and had brought in all the people in it for his purpose. He will rule in America either by consent or by conquest. His army of justice has been around for ages, it was Nebuchadnezzar, then the Romans, today the enforcing army calls itself the Illuminati. The same weapon that defeated Nebuchadnezzar and the Romans will defeat the Illuminati in America. If you ask “What weapon?” It is repentance and confession of their sin and returning to God on the part of the prisoners that will defeat any oppressing force on earth.
America one time was fulfilling the purpose of God for one hundred and fifty years as a Christian nation, but then she allowed herself to be deceived and corrupted. For example, America’s daughters who used to be very reserved and holy, today are walking around barely with clothes on their bodies, the young men are wasting and corrupting their seed; lying, cheating and stealing has become sciences in our schools. It is now a very dangerous thing to be an honest person in America. We have a leader who has now realized this trend of corruption, and has boastfully announced to the nation, “that American is no longer a Christian nation.” In other words, the planned deception and corruption of America has become a success.
Any true America can see it that our nationalism as a Christian nation is ending, but we hope that if and when we do go down as a nation completely, then will come the great faith in God’s movement which would originate among true Americans as it was with the Hebrews after the destruction of Jerusalem. For those who have lived to be eighty or more and have been following our history, you can tell how for hundreds of years the great spiritual idealism that brought America to be has been fettered by American formalism. 
Since our history parallel that of Judah, we would see how God who created their nation as he created America brought them back to their land again after their imprisonment in a foreign land. But it is certain America’s imprisonment is happening in her own land. While God has been sending out messages through his true prophets to America imprisoned in her own land, false prophets are telling us that our captivity would be short. However, in Judah’s experience, Jeremiah says that they will be there a long time and they should build homes, marry, raise families, and pray for the land to which they were exiled. Perhaps, discouragement might make them think the captivity would last forever. But it would be long, seventy years. We saw that when the people sought God with their whole hearts that they found him. 
Sin brought on the exile, but when sin was repented of, confessed, and forsaken, God’s purpose would be realized and they would return to the land. In the case of America, it is also sin and abomination that have brought their imprisonment in their own land, and if they will repent, confess and forsake their sins God will permit them to take back the land He had given them. Then will the meaning of the song “America the Beautiful,” be realized again. God has said to America “return to me and I will return to you.” God promises to return the people of Judah to their land after the captivity. God allow them to return after they repented. He has continually said the same to America. He will hear their pray if they will repent and return to him. Then would it not be necessary to plead with God to do what he has already promised to do? Because their prayers would be those of thanksgiving to God as they wait with expectancy for the answer to their divine promise? 
As there was no lack of false prophets in Judah, so it is America for she does not lack false prophets who oppose true prophets of God and preach prosperity while condoning sinful living among the people. Here Shemaiah opposes Jeremiah and occasions the prophecy by Jeremiah that he and his family will perish so that not one of them will be alive to witness the return of Judah to the land after the captivity. To discredit Jeremiah, Shemaiah accused him of false prophecy. Although Jeremiah’s message was true and his words were from God, the people hated him because he told them to make the most of the exile. But Jeremiah’s truth from God offered temporary correction and long-range benefit, while the false teachers’ lies offered only temporary comfort and long-range punishment.
“I sent him not” says the Lord. God’s people need to be careful and watchful to make certain that what they do is what God wants them to do. Some missionaries and ministers have not been called and sent by God. So also there are people God has called and wants to send, but they have refused to go. If you ask how would I know that a prophet or a minister is false? Jesus says to “learn my Word,” and if you do then will you be able to distinguish between the two:  the voice of God in his Word from the voice of Satan by the wolves in sheep clothing (Matthew 11:29; John 8:31, 32). The Bible tells us that when we think we have received the Word of God, that we must search the Scriptures daily, whether those things we heard and believed were true (Acts 17:11).
In life we are often encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, someone who believes we can do the task he has given and who will be with us all the way. God Almighty is that kind of a Father and leader. He knows the future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who knows the future, provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, we can have boundless hope. This does not mean we will be spared pain, suffering, or hardship, but God will see us through to a glorious conclusion.

As God did not forget his people in Babylon, so he will not forget his people in America. According to his wise plan his people were to have hope and a future, so they could call upon him in confidence. Though the exiles were in a difficult place and time, they should not despair for they have God’s presence, the privilege of prayer, and God’s grace and mercy. God can be sought and found when we seek him urgently and wholeheartedly. Neither strange lands, sorrows, frustration, nor physical problems can break our communion with him.
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America the Beautiful

Words by Katharine Lee Bates,
Melody by Samuel Ward

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare of freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 

O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife. 
Who more than self their country loved
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness 
And every gain divine! 

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for halcyon skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the enameled plain! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
Till souls wax fair as earth and air 
And music-hearted sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrims feet, 
Whose stem impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
Till paths be wrought through 
wilds of thought 
By pilgrim foot and knee! 

O beautiful for glory-tale 
Of liberating strife 
When once and twice, 
for man's avail 
Men lavished precious life! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
Till selfish gain no longer stain 
The banner of the free! 

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
Till nobler men keep once again 
Thy whiter jubilee! 

