Sabbath Sermon of October 4, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Before Jesus, How Fellowship with God Almighty was Sort 
and Maintained in the Old Testament
Leviticus Chapters 1-5
The first 16 chapters of the book of Leviticus show how to access or come to God’s presence. In these chapters we learn that to come to God’s presence in the time of the Old Testament required various sacrifices prescribed in these sixteen chapters. However, the last eleven chapters are concerned with the way to maintain fellowship with God in the Old Testament times. In other words, beside the requirements for accessing his presence, there are requirements to maintain your relationship with Him. The sacrifices were gifts brought to a holy-God, serving the two folds purpose of illustrating the need of atonement for sin and consecration to God.
These were object lessons in holiness, given to the people during a stage in their spiritual development when they could best learn by having the abstract concepts of righteousness and purity acted out before them in beautiful ceremony and symbolism. The utter abhorrence with which God views sins and pollution, the sublime truth that without the shedding of blood there can be no remission of sins, and that absolute necessity of scrupulous holiness on the part of those who would worship Jehovah are all set forth in most striking fashion. The key word in the book of Leviticus is holiness, a word not used until after the crossing of the Red Sea. The demand for holiness is expressed in a key chapter 19 verse 2, “Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19: 2; 20: 26).
God’s requirements concerning the sacrifices and sin offerings in the Old Testament reveal the great fact that a man or woman must first have all defilement removed before he or she can have fellowship with a holy God. In another sermon we would examine what it takes today to approach God in the New Testament, may be after then will you begin to appreciate what Jesus did for you. To approach God in the Old Testament times, there are five main types of offerings, as follows: 
The whole burnt offering. This was an expression of worship and devotion, a symbol of dedication of oneself to God. The worshiper sought no blessing for himself and family, but offered his best to Jehovah, and waited at the altar until he saw his gift consumed by fire. Acceptable animals for this sacrifice were to be clean and without blemish. They might be oxen, sheep, goats, or pigeons, the latter being available even to the poor person. 
The burnt offering is a type of Jesus Christ, who offered himself once for all for sin (Hebrews 10:10). The animal was a substitute for the sinner even as Jesus Christ is our substitute. The offerer laid his hands on the animal and thus identified himself with the offering. This was an act of faith. In the New Testament Jesus Christ stood in the sinner’s place and made atonement for him as his representative and substitute (1 Peter 1:18-20). This kind of animal offered depended on the financial condition of the offerer; it could be a healthy bull, sheep, goat, turtledove, or pigeon. The burnt offering was to be completely burned; no part it was given to the priest or the offerer to be eaten. The Old Testament declares that the live is in the blood. No atonement is possible without the sacrifice of life, for which the blood was the visible representation (Leviticus 17:11).
When the blood was presented to God it was evidence that the life had been given. The blood that flowed from Jesus Christ our Savior’s wounds gave evidence of the offering of his life. And the presentation of his blood at the heavenly mercy seat meant that he had died for our salvation and had won the victory.

The meat offering was a gift of thanks offering and was about what we would call a grain offering. (Leviticus 2:1-16). A few small cakes or wafers were baked upon the hearth, made for finely group meal, oil, salt, but without leaven. This offering accompanied all burnt offerings and was a gift of thanks to God. It reminded the people that their food came from God and that therefore they owed their lives to him. It was offered on the altar of burnt offering, not on the altar of incense (Exodus 30:9; 40:29). When offered by the priests it was to be totally burned up (Leviticus 6:23); when offered by the priests for others, a handful was put in the flames and the remainder eaten by the priests.
No yeast is allowed in the meat offering because yeast is a bacterial fungus or mold, the active ingredient in leaven. Yeast, therefore, is an appropriate symbol for sin. It grows in bread dough just as sin grows in a life. A little yeast will affect the whole loaf, just as a little sin can ruin a whole life. Jesus continued this analogy by warning about the “leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”  (Matthew 16:6; Mark 8:15).
The peace offering indicated fellowship with God. The offering was to come from the sheep or goats (Leviticus 3:1-17). Birds were excluded from this for two reasons: they did not have enough fat to warrant their use, and the meat was inconsiderable so as to make the offering of little worth for food. It must be without blemish; this was included because people would tend to offer a diseased or abnormal animal rather than a perfect one. God would not accept second-rate offerings from his people. A portion of the offering was burned at the altar, and the remainder was reserved for a feast which the worshiper and his guests might enjoy. The animal peace offering was to be eaten by the priests and the worshippers, except for the kidney and fat, which were to be burned. It was a fellowship meat, signifying that peace existed between God and the offerer as well as between man and man. Peace between man and man meaning that God expects you to make peace with your fellow neighbors who may have wronged you; for the same reason Jesus taught that “we forgive others their wrongs against us if we are to maintain the peace we seek between God and ourselves (Luke 11:4).

The sin offering was an acknowledgement of guilt, and unlike the first three was not said to be “a sweet savor unto the Lord.” (Leviticus 4:1-35). For all sins committed through ignorance, whether by a priest, a ruler, or any individual, a sacrificial animal was required, with confession of the sin committed. This truth remains that sins which were intended to reject God’s sovereignty were to be punished by executing the offender (Number 15:30, 31). For unintentional sins or sins of ignorance, provision was made for repentance and atonement by an animal sacrifice. Since people sin through ignorance and without any intension of renouncing God’s sovereignty or control over their lives. However, let it be known that “Ignorance, then and now, was no excuse for failing to keep God’s commandments.” The Scriptures say that even sins of ignorance are basically willful (Romans 1:20, 28). This is the more reason for all Believers to study the Scriptures to learn and keep God’s commandments (John 14:14:15; Matthew 5:17, 18).
Trespass offering was for an intentional offender. This involved more than was required for sins of ignorance (Leviticus 5:1-6, 7; 7:1-7). The guilty one must not only offer sacrifice, but must also make restitution with added compensation to the one wronged. Both sin offering and the trespass offering were made as atonement for sin. God required more than a sacrifice, of course. He also asked the sinner to have attitude of repentance. The outward symbol, that is, the sacrifice and the inner change repentance were to work together. But it important to remember that neither sacrifice nor repentance actually caused the sin to be taken away. God alone forgives sin. Fortunately for us forgiveness is part of God’s loving nature.
Hebrew justice differed from Egyptian common law, in which a man is not obligated to testify against himself. In the Hebrew judicial system, witnesses and the accused person were obligated to swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. If a witness and or the accused then lied, each “shall bear his or her iniquity.” In the New Testament (Matthew 26:63), we read that when the high priest adjured Jesus Christ “by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God,” Jesus broke his silence, answering. “Yes, I am” Thus Jesus, in this instance, subjected himself fully and without reservation to the law of God and so fully kept the law. Now can you tell what kind of law we practice today in our country? You may have noticed that lawyers always mixed them up. When you and your witnesses are put on the stand, it is the Hebrew law that is prevailing, but when the lawyers would not allow the accused to testify, then it is the Egyptian law that is being applied. So what does it mean to take the fifth? It means that have chosen to become an Egyptian. But Jesus says, “let your no be no, and yes be yes!”
For any sacrifice for sin to be acceptable to God, constant confession of sin to God not to a priest is essential in the Christian life. If you ask why won’t God hear me through a priest? Well because of what Jesus accomplished for us in his death and resurrection, God now wants you to speak to him as you would do to your natural father, because God will hear you. God knows you will tell him the whole truth if you know no one else is listening. That is why Jesus said to go into your closet; in other words, hide yourself, and while there speak to your Father in heaven which is in secret; and your Father which sees all secrets shall reward you openly (Matthew 6:6).
God requires the confession of those who have sinned (Hosea 5:15). Without repentance and confession, forgiveness is not possible. The New Testament calls believers to confession (James 5:16; 1 John 1:9). With it comes the assurance of forgiveness and cleansing. In the Bible confession include: (1) godly sorrow (Psalm 38:18); (2) self-abasement (Jeremiah 3:25); (3) prayer for forgiveness (Psalm 51:1); (4) restitution where necessary (Numbers 5:6, 7); (5) acceptance of God’s punishment (Ezra 9:13; Nehemiah 9:33); and (6) a turning away from sin (Proverbs 28:13). The prodigal son and the tax collector are two examples of people who confessed and were forgiven. The guilt offering or trespass offering resemble the sin offering. It differed in that guilt offering provided for sins in which the amount of the injury could be assessed and restitution made. The principle of atonement by blood was inherent in the offering (16:7).
It should be understood that Israel was not the only nation to sacrifice animals. Many other religions did it as well, to try to please their devil gods. Some cultures even included human sacrifice, which was and still strictly forbidden by God. However, the means of Israel’s animal sacrifices was clearly different from that of their heathen neighbors’ sacrifices. Israelites sacrificed animals, not to appease God, but as a substitute for the punishment they deserved for their sins. A sacrifice showed faith in God and commitment to his laws. Most important, this system foreshowed the day when the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ would die and conquer sin once and for all. Thereafter will animal sacrifice will no longer be required for God to forgive our sins.  Today God requires our belief in the blood Jesus shed for our sins, our personal confessions, and our faithful prayers to obtain his favor.
The Day of Atonement was the climax in the system of offerings which showed the way of access to God by sacrifice. The high priest entered the Tabernacle alone and sacrificed a bullock for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. He cat lots over goats to decide which should be sacrificed as a sin offering which should escape into the wilderness. After the sacrifice of the bullocks for himself and his household, he sacrificed the one goat for the sins of the nation and sprinkled its blood for the purification of both Tabernacle and altar. Placing his hand upon the live goat, known as the “scapegoat,” he confessed the sins of the nation. The goat was then taken away into the wilderness, there to bear away the sins of the people.
God had respect for those who could afford a lamb or a goat. Thus he allowed for those who were poor to substitute a turtledove or pigeon for sin and burnt offerings. In place of a lamb, Mary and Joseph brought no lamb, because they were poor.  They substituted turtledoves or pigeons instead (Luke 2:24).
Restitution was made to the injured party on a six-fifths basis. Bringing the offering was evidence of repentance, confession of sin, faith in the blood of the slain sacrifice, and the certainty of forgiveness for the wrong act. In Isaiah 53:10 the word translated as “an offering for sin” literally means “trespass or guilt offering also known as “asham” in Hebrew.
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