Sabbath Sermon of October 3, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How Not To Fall Away From God
Hebrew Chapter 4
Paul here warns that every true Christian must be fearful or careful not to miss or come short of the promise we have received from God when we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  Accepting Jesus Christ is the key to obtaining the promise of entering into the Lord’s “Rest.” The bottom line of the Good News is that the incarnate Son of God died and rose again for our justification.
This warning is not for unbelievers; in other words, it is not unbelievers that may be falling away, but those who had believed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them.  Those who would fall away are those who received the Gospel but failed to profit from the Word of God preached to them for one reason; the fact that they did not mix it with faith.  If you ask, “What has faith to do with hearing the Word of God?” well faith has everything to do with it; the Bible teaches that “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence, that is, the tangible aspect of things God has promised to all who obey him, which cannot be seen with the naked eyes” (Hebrew 11:1). And God also says that, “those who would come to him to obtain this hope, must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him in truth and in Spirit” (Hebrew 11:6).
2-8. The apostle says for certain, that grace and glory are attainable by all under the gospel: there is an offer, and a promise to those who shall accept the offer. Those who may attain them may also fall short.  Those who might have attained salvation by faith may fall short by unbelief. It is a dreadful thing so much as to seem to fall short of the gospel salvation, to seem so to themselves, to lose their comfortable hope; and to seem so to others, of losing the honor of their holy profession. But, if it be so dreadful to seem to fall short of this rest, it is much more dreadful really to fall short. Such a disappointment must be fatal. However, one good means to prevent ourselves from falling short or seeming to fall short is to maintain a holy and honest fear lest we should fall short. This will make us vigilant and diligent, sincere and serious; this fear will put us upon examining our faith and exercising it; whereas presumption is the high road to ruin.
There are many ways people fall away from God, it could be through erroneous doctrine, or a deliberate action of a person due to frustration, temptation and discouragement that one would stop believing God, and would fall away from the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them which they had believed. This is immediately followed by this person’s spiritual condition degenerating to the extent that he or her is no longer able to endure sound doctrine, but by his or her own self will and lusts would become their own teachers of what is right and wrong; having itching ears which prevents him or her from believing God and his Word. Falling away from God in itself is death, and how awful that anyone should have his or her name written indelibly into the sacred record that he so loved this present evil world that he or she forsook the calling of God for something menial and God-denying. 
9-14. The first rest came on the seventh day of the creative work of God, at which time he rested (Genesis 2:3). The second rest was the one promised to Israel in Canaan, and the same Gospel we preach today was first preached to them, but into which they could not enter because of their unbelief (Psalm 9f5:11). From God’s proposing Canaan as a typical rest for the Israelites who believed: and as those who did believe, Caleb and Joshua, did actually enter into Canaan; so those who now believe shall enter into rest. 

The third is the rest of Jesus Christ. God fully entered into his rest after creation on the seventh day. Jesus entered into his rest and actually took possession of that rest when he had finished the work of redemption (Hebrews 10:10, 12, 14). Thus, the rest enjoyed by God the Father and by Jesus Christ prefigure the believers’ rest. As they have entered into their rest, so shall we enter ours if we fall not short of the promise before Jesus returns.
True believers do not rely on their own works of righteousness by trying to keep the law, because God has put his law in their inward part in Jesus Christ (Jeremiah 31-31-34; Hebrews 10:16-18). Believers in Jesus Christ and his righteousness have the law in themselves, and have entered into the grace of rest here and the glory of rest hereafter. Jesus Christ himself cannot give to unbelievers either spiritual or eternal rest. It remains only for the people of God. Every true believer hath ceased from his or her own works of righteousness, and from the burdensome works of the law, as God and Jesus Christ have ceased from their works of creation and redemption. The apostle confirms the misery of those who do not believe; they shall never enter into this spiritual rest, either of grace here or glory hereafter. 
This is as certain as the word and oath of God can make it. As sure as God has entered into his rest, so sure it is that obstinate unbelievers shall be excluded. As sure as the unbelieving Israelites fell in the wilderness, and never reached the Promised Land, so sure it is that unbelievers shall fall into destruction, and never reach heaven. As sure as Joshua, the great captain of the Israelites, could not give them possession of Canaan because of their unbelief, notwithstanding his eminent valor and conduct, so sure it is that even Jesus Christ  himself, and captain of our salvation, notwithstanding all that fullness of grace and strength that dwells in him, will not, cannot, give to final unbelievers either spiritual or eternal rest: it remains only for the people of God; others by their sin abandon themselves to eternal restlessness in the Lake of Fire.
15-16. Jesus was sinless. In order for anyone to be sinless, two things are required. The first concerns the person’s inward motivations, for these determine one’s conduct. The second has to do with the outward actions of a man or woman. Sinlessness exists only when the inward motivations and the outward acts are perfect in the sight of God. These must be inward and outward conformity to what is holy and good. Jesus is the only one who ever lived of whom it can be said that he exhibited an immaculate or sinless and absolutely holy life. In the several passages of the Bible, the Scriptures bear witness to this truth. 
We can be comforted knowing that Jesus faced temptation, and that he does sympathize with us. We can be inspired that he faced temptation without giving in to sin. He shows us that we do not have to sin when facing the seductive lure of temptation. Jesus is the only human being who has ever lived without committing sin. Now in heaven, he completely understands our weaknesses, so he can give us strength to overcome and forgiveness should we fail. 
The office of Jesus Christ, as being our high priest, and such a high priest, should be the ground of our confidence in all our approaches to the throne of grace. Had we not a Mediator, we could have no boldness in coming to God; for we are guilty and polluted creatures. All we do is polluted; we cannot go into the presence of God alone; we must either go in the hand of a Mediator or our hearts and our hopes will fail us. We have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. He is our Advocate, and, while he pleads for his people, he pleads with the price in his hand, by which he purchased all that our souls want or can desire.
To overcome temptation we must understand that prayer is our approach to God, and we are to come “boldly unto the throne of grace.” True Christians ought not to approach God meekly with head hung, afraid to ask him to meet their needs. We are not to pray flippantly with little thought; rather we are to come with reverence, for he is our Father and King. But also come with bold assurance, for he is your Friend and Counselor.
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