Sabbath Sermon of October 27, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus the Son Exalted Above Angels

Hebrews Chapter 2

We read from the Scripture that only those who are in Jesus Christ that God Almighty has given the authority to be called his children (John 1:12). So if you have not received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, but think you can call yourself a son or daughter of the Almighty God, my friend, you have certainly been deceived and owned by satan the father of all lies. 
1-3. Paul says, “Give the more earnest heed” to the Gospel message of Jesus Christ we have heard; that is, we are to heed them, prize them, hearken to them, read them, meditate on them, and mix faith with them. This is the first way by which we are to show our esteem of Jesus Christ and of the gospel. 
It should be the great concern of every one under the Gospel to give the most earnest heed to all Gospel discoveries and directions, to prize them highly in his or her judgment as matters of the greatest importance, to hearken to them diligently in all the opportunities he or she has for that purpose, to read them frequently, to meditate on them closely, and to mix faith with them. We must embrace them in our hearts and affections, retain them in our memories, and finally regulate our words and actions according to them.
The word spoken by angels refers to the Law given to Israel on Mount Sinai. Angels were involved in the giving of the law, as indicated in Acts 7:38, 53 and Galatians 3:29. But the Gospel is said to be “so great salvation.” It reveals the Savior and shows us how we can be saved from sin and restored to holiness and happiness. Paul warns that those who despise this great salvation are condemned already (John 3:1-18). The Lord Jesus Christ was the first one who spoke the Gospel plainly and clearly.
          Paul begins this chapter with the first of the many exhortations to the congregation. He warns the members of the danger they face which is that of “drifting away”; which involves abandoning their faith and especially hope, in effect ceasing to be true Christians. He points out that since the Son is superior to the angels, the message of salvation he brought is even more to be obeyed than the Law of Moses which came through angels. Because the Gospel which came through Jesus Christ, while it did not abolish the Law, perfectly explains to us the intent of the Lawgiver, God Almighty (Matthew 5:17-19).
4-6. Paul implies that this passage is being written in a second or third generation church, but one which has experienced miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit as evidence confirming the Gospel message. Paul shows that Jesus Christ is superior to the angels, but from a new angle, Jesus Christ is superior as the Son of Almighty God, here he is superior because he came as a human being. 
Paul’s teaching here is based on the Scripture Psalm 8:5-8, and he explicitly interprets the text as he quotes. Two features of his interpretation are important for understanding who Jesus is and why he had to die like a man on the Cross. First, he wants us to understand the passage as referring not to humanity in general but to Jesus the man. And second, he applies to Jesus the meaning of the original psalm, which had said that God Almighty created human beings “a little lower than the angels.”  For Paul, Jesus the man is superior to the angels but was made “for a little while lower” than them in that he suffered death. Paul teaches that the subjection of all things to Jesus Christ still belongs to the future, but the process has begun with Jesus’ exaltation to heaven after his death (1 Corinthians 15:21-28).
7-9. Adam the first human being was created in the image of God Almighty, and he had dominion over all that was created for which the devil also known as satan deceived him to deliver that right to him. God Almighty now sends Jesus the second Adam to come and take back the right that the first Adam had delivered to satan. In other to accomplish this, Jesus has to become a human being who looks like us, behaves in certain ways like we do, drank, slept when he is tired, died, and rose from the dead to defeat satan and his power of death through sin. The devil refers to this right being delivered to him by Adam in Luke 4: 5-7. But Jesus the second Adam speaks in Luke 10:18-22 declaring to his brethren that the stolen or lost right has now been delivered to him which he now passes on to his brethren as well. Satan has fallen because of the work of Jesus, and that we as his brethren can now trample upon satan and his fallen angels.
Paul’s interest here is in declaring the true humanity of Jesus the fact that he shares that humanity with all human beings that God Almighty made to have dominion over all that he created, who are called God Almighty’s “children” through Jesus Christ. In order that Jesus’ death might be for all a liberation from slavery under satan to the power of death, Jesus had to share our human nature fully. He is a brother to human beings, and like humans, he praises and puts his trust in the Father. Jesus solidarity with humanity is also brought out in their common origin in the Father, their sharing in flesh and blood, and above all their sharing in death itself.
10-13. “All things in subjection under his feet.” This stupendous or extremely impressive claim affirms Jesus Christ’s sovereignty. It extends to everything so that nothing is excluded from it; just as God Almighty excluded nothing from being placed under the dominion of human beings He created in his image (Geneses 1:26-31). In other words, Jesus has to become a man to be in a position to take back dominion over all things that God Almighty had bestowed on man. The dominion of all things in the hands of Jesus is just like when the two tablets of the Ten Commandments were placed inside the Ark (Deuteronomy 25: 16-21) where no one can touch them. Therefore, the cross was necessary to accomplish God Almighty’s purpose of redeeming lost humanity. There was no other way by which we can be saved (Hebrew 9:22). Union with Jesus Christ means that he and we are all brothers and sisters. He, as our elder brother, is not ashamed to call us brethren.
Therefore, we who have been set apart for God Almighty’s service, cleansed, and made holy and sanctified by Jesus, now have the same Father he has, so he is not ashamed to call us his “brethren.” Jesus had to become human so he could die and rise again, in order to destroy the devil’s power over spiritual death (Romans 6:5-11). Only then could he deliver those who had lived in constant fear of death and free them to live for him. When we know God Almighty, we need not fear physical death, for we know that death is only the doorway into eternal life (1Corinthians 15).
14-18. Jesus the Son of our Father is our true sacrifice. For himself likewise took part of the same, that is, Jesus Christ who is God Almighty became incarnate, possessing not the nature of angles, but the nature of human beings. By this act, he united his divine nature with human nature and became the God-man.
“Making reconciliation for the sins,” that is, to make expiation or propitiation for our sins, to make atonement. At Calvary Jesus Christ atoned for mankind’s sins. His death accomplished at least three things: (1) our sins were taken away, and will remain taken away if we repent (2) we were reconciled with the Father that the broken relationship with the Father has been re-established; and will remain so if we are in Jesus (3) Jesus was our substitute, that is, he stood in the sinner’s place and paid the penalty for his or her sins.  The shedding of blood was basic to the atonement. It was a once-for-all sacrifice (Hebrew 10:18), it becomes effective when claimed by faith; and it is illustrated in the Old Testament (Exodus 12: 13-14; Leviticus 16).
The death of Jesus and resurrection free us from the fear of death because death has been defeated. Death is no longer the end, instead, it is the doorway to a new life. My friends, if you dread death, here is your opportunity to know the hope that Jesus Christ’s victory brings.
Jesus Christ is now our High Priest. He did not come to earth as an angel, but as a human being; therefore, he understands our weaknesses and he is merciful to us. He has once and for all paid the penalty for our sins by his own sacrificial death, and he can be depended upon to restore our broken relationship with the Father. In Jesus we are released from sin’s dominion over us when we commit ourselves fully to Jesus Christ, trusting completely in what he has done for us.
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