Sabbath Sermon of October 25, 2014, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Jesus Is the Only way to God, the truth, and the life
What did Jesus mean when he said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life? The reality of this saying of Jesus is that the way that existed before his first coming was the wrong way; what was presented then as the truth was a lie; and what was known as life was no life, but the way to hell.

Jesus affirms, “I am the way to God: I am the truth about God; I am the life of God” (John 14:6). And he or she who would know God must come to him through Jesus Christ. He is the way, the only truth, and the only life of God. All other ways are dead-end streets or even endless roads that lead no place except to darkness and everlasting night in the Lake of Fire where the worms waiting for those who would chose to go there, do not die (Mark 9:44).

The entire humanity was headed to this place called Lake of Fire when God called the council of the heavenly host saying something like, “We cannot let this happen to all these people that I have made in my image.  Although they have sinned, but we must offer them a way to escape their predicament. This was the will of God for us, but who will go for us was probably the next thing that God said, since those sacrifices for sin designed for them to make them perfect, have not worked for them. Those sacrifices that were continually offered that were actually supposed to make them stop sinning has been construed to mean that one can willfully choose to sin, because he or she can always offer sacrifices for those sins. As Abraham had prophesied that God will provide the lamb for the sacrifice, God now fulfills his promise by sending His only Begotten Son Jesus Christ (Genesis 22:8; John 3:16-20).
The Law was actually designed as a shadow of better things to come, in Jesus Christ we now have the substance of what was previously a shadow, that is, a way for us to attain perfection that God intended for us all. But those animal sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, and only a covering for sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. But God wants to take our sins away, so we can all become his children again, not cover them. Taking away our sins required a sinless blood offered voluntarily.  The animals to be slain for the sacrifice could not offer themselves by consent or voluntarily. Jesus voluntarily answered the call, and gave himself to do the Father’s will (Hebrew 10:7). He was ready and willing to provide redemption with his sinless blood; it was his delight to do this. In effect he said,” Let the curse on humanity fall on me.” Then he said, ‘Here I am, it is written about me in the scroll, I have come to do your will, O God.’ ” First, Jesus said, “Sacrifices and offering, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them, although the law required them to be made. Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:3-9).
If you ask, what is it that is being set aside? It is not the Ten Commandments that are being set aside; it is the method of approach to God through the offering of animal sacrifices as we had earlier studied in Leviticus chapters 1-16. God says, “That those offerings were not pleasing to him, because it actually reminded him that humanity will not just stop sinning.” So it is by Jesus offering himself for our sins and taking away the first, that is, taking away the animal sacrifices approach to God and replacing them with his own blood, are we sanctified and worthy to appear in the presence of a Holy God. We are sanctified, that is, the action of the Holy Spirit in sanctifying or making holy the believer, by the implanting within him or her of Jesus Christ’s graces and the destruction of the sinful affections that the animal sacrifices could not do. This is work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole person after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness (Romans 8:10-16).
Upon accepting Jesus Christ into your life, the believer is set apart from the world as God’s possession, and he or she is already wholly or perfectly sanctified in the sight of God in principle. Sanctification also involves a process in which the believer dies more and more to self and lives more and more to God. In other words, it is no longer what you want, but what God wants you do and how he wants you to live. In Hebrew 10: 11-14, Jesus work is contrasted with the work of the Judaen priests. There were no seats in the tabernacle or temple. The priests’ work was never finished, so they had to stand day after day and offer sacrifices; but Jesus’ sacrifice by dying in our place, is finished, so he is seated. So when the High Priest evoked the name of the Lord, and asked Jesus if he was the Son of God? And Jesus’ replied, “Hereafter shall the Son of man sitting on the right hand of the power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64-67), the high priest understood what that meant. The priests repeated the sacrifices often: Jesus sacrificed once for all. The old sacrifices could not completely remove sin; it only provided temporary covering for sin. Jesus’ sacrifice effectively cleansed us. If you ask, if Jesus’ work is finished, what are the Catholic priests sacrificing in their Sunday mass, and the Jews working toward returning to animal sacrifices? Well it is one of Satan’s ways of taunting God and deriding Jesus Christ by pretending to be killing Jesus in those non Christian masses and heathen rituals they conduct. 
In other words, anyone or any religious system that offers such animal sacrifices, they would be implying that Jesus Christ’s sacrifice was not enough to forgive their sins. Adding anything to Jesus’ sacrifice or taking anything from it denies its validity. Any system to gain salvation through good works is essentially rejecting the significance of Jesus Christ’s death and spurning the Holy Spirit’s work.  When you believe in Jesus, he makes you completely right with God. Our loving relationship leads us to follow him in willing obedience and service. He is pleased with our service, but we cannot be saved by our good deeds. Therefore, beware of anyone who tells you that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross left you incomplete, or that something else is needed to make you acceptable to God. 

Our sins, when covered by the blood of Jesus Christ are forgiven. They are (1) remembered no more (Hebrews 10:17); (2)they are not covered, but are taken away by God (2 Samuel 12:13); (3) cast behind God’s back (Isaiah 38:17); (4) blotted out (Isaiah 43:25); (5) cast unto the depth of the sea (Micah 7:19); (6) and removed as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12). Salvation by the blood of Jesus is the only way of salvation, it is the new way for it supersedes the old covenant way to God; it is the living way, for were we to come to God by any other way it would be death, not life. Salvation which gives life is made possible by the offering of the flesh of the Son of God in death. The veil, which partitioned off the Holy of Holies, has been rent; we can boldly enter in into the presence of our Father God Almighty. We are now all priests unto God by the new and living way. We are in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father, and we are one with God when we accept Jesus’ sacrificial death and his resurrection from the dead.
As a Christian, Jesus says to you “As the Father has loved me, so do I love you. ‘Now to remain in my love, as I have remained in my Father’s love, you are to obey my commands for your joy to be complete’ ” (John 15:9-17). The true Church of Jesus Christ is a community of true believers who are commanded to come together for worship. We are also given good reasons why we should avoid apostasy: because of what apostasy is, that is, sinning willfully after we have received the truth; because of the awful fate awaiting such people; because of the execution of divine justice against those who broke the law of Moses and died at the hands of two or three witness; because of God’s vindictive judgment or vengeance upon sinners.
Therefore, as Christians we are to persevere when facing persecution and pressure, to persevere in our faith and conduct, because of the recompense of the reward.  God will liberally reward those who truly seek to follow him and obey his commandments. Sometimes our actions may be wanting, but if the desire is present, God will honor the sincere heart. We do not usually think of suffering as good for us, but it can build our character and our patience. During times of great stress, we may feel God’s presence more clearly and find help from fellow Christians we never thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with you in your suffering and that he will return one day to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith and our relationship with him (Romans 5:3-5). 
As Christians we must not shrink from our faith in times of persecution, but we are to show by our endurance that our faith is real. Of course, faith means resting in what Jesus has done for you in the past, but it also means trusting him for what he will do for you in the present and in the future (Romans 8:12-25; Galatians 3-10-13).
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