Sabbath Sermon of October 22, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Ten Commandments: The Law Above All Laws
Exodus Chapter 20
The Ten Commandments are an expression of the eternal moral law of God Almighty. They embody the basic principles of life and state what would be true even if the commandments had never been given to Moses. They serve a twofold purpose: they are a schoolmaster to bring all people to Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:23-25), because they show people their guilt and make clear that no one ever keeps the law of God completely. They also help the Christian to know what his duties are toward God Almighty and others, and to realize how he or she can please God Almighty and carry out His will. 
So what is the Law? The Law was from creation, and was given to the Israel to lead her to life of practical holiness, and through Jesus Christ it was given to lead all humanity for the same purpose, to lead all to life of practical holiness (Matthew 5:17-19). God Almighty’s commands and guidelines were intended to direct the community to meet the needs of each individual in a loving and responsible manner. By Jesus Christ’s time, however, most people looked at the Law the wrong way. They saw it as a means to prosperity in both this world and the next. They thought to obey every law was the way to earn God’s protection from foreign invasion and natural disaster. Law keeping became an end in itself, not the means to fulfill God Almighty’s law of love. The rich and famous were thought to be those who obeyed God Almighty and had his favor, or they would not be wealthy. Hence Jesus’ disciples thought that if the rich could not be saved, who then can be saved (Matthew 19:23-25).
Why was the Law given to the Israelites? God Almighty needed to give the Israelites the law because they had just come from Egypt a land of many idols and many gods. Since each god represented a different aspect of life. A while ago we received a letter from a lady in Japan in response to our publication on the internet. In her letter she confessed having 800 gods she prays to for her needs. In paganism it is common to worship, and be possessed by many demon gods to get maximum number of satan’s blessings. When God Almighty told his people to worship and believe in Him, that was not so hard for them; to them he was just one more god to add to the list. But when he said, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” that was hard for the people to accept. However, if they did not learn that the God who led them out of Egypt was the only true God Almighty, they could not be his people no matter how faithfully they kept the other nine commandments. Thus the Most High God made this his first commandment and emphasized it more than the others. Unfortunately, today we have allowed certain values to become gods in our society. Money, Fame, work, or pleasure has become gods to most people, as they concentrate too must on them for meaning and security.
The commandments were summed up by Jesus Christ in two injunctions: men and women are to love God Almighty with their whole hearts, and their neighbors as themselves (Matthew 22:35-40). The Commandments were spoken and written by God Almighty himself (Exodus 32:16; Deuteronomy 4:13; 5:4, 22; 10:4). The God Almighty Commandments condemn sinners and drive those who wish to be right with God Almighty to Jesus Christ. The law is both eternal and internal in that some commandments pertain to overt acts while the last commandment in verse 17 “Thou shall not covet,” deals with the head. Heart sin precedes overt acts of commission. Overt acts depict the condition of the heart (Matthew 5:21, 22).
3-14. Idolatry is expressly forbidden in the Scriptures. The objects of idol worship are denominated as “foreign gods,” gods of wood and stone,” and “wooden idols.” Worship of these are forbidden by God Almighty, because Satan also known as Lucifer and his demons are the spirits behind these idols worshipped by unbelievers. Idolatry takes a number of forms including (1) bowing before or worshiping images weather of God, man  or animals; offering sacrifices to other gods or images; the worship of angels, covetousness, and sensuality.  The Catholic establishment has a lot of these idols of dead people in and round their establishments, and their members are taught and encouraged to bow and pray to these images when God Almighty said not to do so (Exodus 20:1-5). If you are Catholic, we ask why are you purposefully disobeying the commands of God Almighty. Do you not know that God Almighty will judge all those who disobeyed him? As a general rule, anything is idolatrous which takes first place away from God Almighty as the object of your love and obedience. 
It may be true that no one sets out with the intention of worshipping these things. But with the amount of time they occupy in your life, and with the help of the prince of the air also known as Lucifer or Satan, they can grow into gods that ultimately control your thoughts and your focus away from the things of Almighty God. People who enjoy sinning do not love God, because to love God is to hate evil (Proverbs 8:13). Letting God Almighty hold the central place in your life keeps these things from turning into gods in your life.
“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in Vain; for the LORD will hold him or her guiltless that takes his name in vain.” God Almighty’s name is special, for it carries personal identity. Using it frivolously or in a curse is so common today that we may fail to realize how serious it is. The way we use God’s name conveys how we really feel about him. We should respect his name and use it appropriately, speaking it in praise or worship rather than in curse of jest. We will not be found guiltless if we dishonor His name. As a reminder, anyone who thinks they can battle with the LORD and win ought to know that he or she has a death wish.
In the eight commandments, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” meaning never to forget to observe the Seventh Day Sabbath; a day set aside for the rest and worship of God Almighty. God commanded a Sabbath on the seventh day because we need to spend unhurried time in worship and rest each week on the seventh day not on any day of our chosen. Our God is concerned enough to provide a day each week for us to rest; he is indeed a wonderful Father. To observe the seventh day Sabbath rest in our hurried world demonstrates the importance of God Almighty in our lives while having the extra benefit of refreshing our spirits and blessings the Father bestows on those who come.
The twelfth commandment is the first with a promise attached. To live in peace for generations in the Promised Land, the Israelites and all people of God would need to respect authority and build strong families. To honor your parents means among other things, to speak well of them and to be polite to them at all times. It also means acting in a way that shows them courtesy and respect; but not to obey them if it truly means disobedience to God Almighty. No doubt, Parents have special place in God Almighty’s sight; whether you get along with your parents or not, you are still commanded to honor them.
15-26. In the commandment as well as by the word of Jesus Christ in Matthew 19:18, stealing are always forbidden. This commandment presupposes the inalienability of private property, that is, if what you take from me does not belong to me, then you have not stolen. Although Karl Marx the communist claimed that this commandment was invented by Moses to support a bourgeois society, so Marx condemned the right of individuals to own private property, such as land.[1] God Almighty, however, gave the land to the Israelites and ordained that it should remain in the family forever (Leviticus 25:26). Karl Marx’s Communist ideologies therefore are opposed to God Almighty’s commandments and his will for all people, the right to own private property and be fulfilled. 
Bearing false witness means giving false evidence in court. God knew that Israel could not survive unless its system of justice was incorruptible. By this commandment God Almighty wants all people to be honest in our private dealings as well as in our public statements. In either situation, we “bear false witness” by leaving something out of a story, telling a half-truth, twisting the facts, or inventing a falsehood. God Almighty was us against deception. Although for the people in the world, deception seems to be a way of life, but God Almighty’s people must not give in to it.
To covet is to wish to have possessions of others. This is also known as the redistribution of wealth as has been proposed by the United Nations. Covetousness goes beyond simply admiring someone else’s possession or thinking “I will like to have one of those.” Coveting includes envy, resenting the fact that others have what you do not. For how long do possessions make anyone happy? Not for long, and God Almighty knows that he is the only one that can supply our needs; true contentment is found in Him and only in him. For example, if you covet someone’s success or fame, not because you want to take it away from him or her, but because you would like to feel as appreciated by others as he or she is. If this is the case for you, pray to God that he will help you to deal with your resentment and meet you basic needs.
“And all the people saw the thundering, and the lightnings.” And Moses said unto the people, “Fear not,” meaning God Almighty was not trying to scare you. He was showing his mighty power so you would know he is true God and would therefore obey him. God Almighty sometimes speaks to his people with a majestic display of power; at other times he speaks quietly.  God will always speak in the way that best accomplishes his purpose. In our experiences as true Christians, God Almighty is usually very quiet during the test, like a class room teacher administering a test. He does this to see what you will do with what you have leaned in his Word. But he always makes a big entry when answering to our requests, or when getting his people out of difficulty situations. It is the same power that he makes available to those who follow him out of love rather than fear.
The Israelites had no written word, the Bible at the time, but a few taught precepts and guidelines to learn as Moses had not finished compiling and putting them into written words. God Almighty, therefore, had to start from scratch and teach them how to worship him. God Almighty gave specific instructions about building altars for him because he wanted to control the way sacrifices were offered. To prevent idolatry from creeping into worship, God Almighty did not allow the altar stones to be cut or shaped into any form. Nor did God let the people build an altar just anywhere. This was to prevent them from starting their own religions or making changes in the way God Almighty wanted things done. God is not against creativity, but he is against us creating our own religion, thereby destroying ourselves.
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