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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Lot Learns of the Doom of Sodom and Gomorrah

Genesis Chapter 19

In the previous chapter we learned that it was therefore, neither on account of the intimate conversation between God and Abraham, nor yet because Lot, the nephew of Abraham was involved in the catastrophe, but strictly in accordance with God’s covenant-promise, that God made a communication of the coming judgment to Abraham, and that he was allowed to plead in the case. Abraham and Lot differ in their world and life view greatly. Abraham had his eyes fixed on “that strong heavenly city whose designer and builder is God” (Hebrews 11 verse 10). Lot looked toward the secular city of man, his thoughts centering on the “here and now” without regard for eternity. He chose Sodom and ended up bankrupt.
The city gate was the meeting place for city officials and other men to discuss current events and transact business, a type of Wall Street. It was a place of authority and status where one could see and be seen. Evidently Lot held an important position in the government or associated with those who did, for the angels found him at the city gate. Perhaps Lot’s status in Sodom was one reason he was so reluctant to leave. 


5-13. “Where are the men that we may know them.” The phrase “that we may know them“ means the men wanted to have sex with Lot’s guests.” This was an incident in which the Sodomites wanted to have homosexual relations with these male strangers. It is reinforced by the fact that Lot offered his two daughters who “have not known men” meaning that they had not had sexual relations as in between a male and a female. The fact that he was willing to sacrifice the virginity of his daughters indicates how seriously the people of those days took their responsibility of caring for the strangers who lodged in their homes as guests. If you wondered how any father could give his daughters to be ravished by a mob of perverts, just to protect two strangers? Possibly, it could be that Lot was scheming to save both the girls and the visitors, hoping that the homosexuals would be uninterested in the girls and simply go away. 

Whatever Lot’s motives were, we see here an illustration of Sodom’s terrible wickedness, a wickedness so great that God had to destroy the entire city. But as the homosexual Sodomites pressed upon Lot, and were about to break the door, his guests who were actually angels pulled him into the house and shut the door, and then smote the Sodomite degenerates with blindness so great that they could not find where the door. The angels now inform Lot that the Lord has sent them to destroy the city of Sodom and Gomorrah. The incident tells us something about the power of angels, who exist to do the bidding of God. That same angelic power is available to the saints of God; for God has given his angles charge over us as ministering spirits (Hebrews 1 verse 14).

14-16. Lot may have been a believer who suffered severe family difficulties, but was mostly due to his own faulty sense of judgment to identify himself with the people of Sodom. He had lived so long and so contended among ungodly people that he was no longer a believable witness for God.  He had allowed his environment to shape him, rather than he shaping his environment. My friends, do those who know you see you as a witness for God, or are you just one of the crowds blending in unnoticed? Lot had compromised to the point that he was almost useless to God. When he finally made a stand, nobody listened. If you are reading this message today, have you too become useless to God because you are too much like your environment? To make a difference, you must first decide to be different in your faith and in your conduct. 
Lot’s two other daughters apparently were married to unbelievers who thought Lot was joking when he told them of the destruction of their city. They died as a consequence of their disbelief. Even Lot hesitated, but the angel seized his hand and rushed him to safety. He did not want to abandon the wealth and comfort he enjoyed in Sodom. Moreover, Lot’s wife either she did not believe the angels who warned them not to look back or she was defiantly disobedient. This appeared to be a small sin, but it was a great one because Lot’s wife had been expressly told not to look back. The punishment tells us something about the gravity of the sin, for the Bible says that the worse the sin is, the greater the penalty. Jesus specifically refers to Lot’s wife in Luke 17 verse 32 and cautions his hearers to remember her. In other words, they are to remember that the reason she did not make it out of Sodom, was because of unbelief and her disobedience to the Word of God. It is easy to criticize Lot for being hypnotized by Sodom when the choice seems so clear to us. To be wiser than Lot we must see that our hesitation to obey stems from the false attractions of our culture’s pleasure.
Scripture everywhere declares that unbelief and defiance of the commandments of God, have their own rewards. That Lot, as husband and father-in-law, could not save his wife and sons-in-law, however much he loved them, should serve as a lesson to all of what it will be like in the last day, on the Judgment day. “Look not behind thee,” that is, “do not look back.” The admonition of the Scriptures is to forget those things which are behind, not to look back but rather to go forward (Philippians 3 verse 13). Though we cannot change the past, we need not carry it with us into the future. Lot lost everything in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. At the time he left Abraham, he had much wealth, now he is seen living in cave. His last estate was due to his mistaken decision to identify himself with the people of Sodom.

God’s mercy toward Abraham was indeed extended to Lot and his family, but he did not escape the consequences of his selfish and sinful choice of a portion in this world. A second time was he to be taught that it is not in the abundance of the things which a man hath that wealth of happiness consists. God so far listened to the pleading of Abraham, whose believing urgency reminds us of the holy “importunity,” characteristic of all true prayer, that He promised to spare the cities of the plain if even ten righteous people were found in them. Here we see how a righteous person can often affect others for good. (James 5 verse 16). We should all as Christians follow the Abraham’s example and pray for others to be saved.  But the result of the trial by the two angels who went to Sodom was even more terrible than could have been anticipated. The last brief night of horror in Sodom was soon past; and, as the morning glow lay on the hills of Moab, the angels constrained Lot and his family to leave the doomed city. Lingering regret for it led Lot’s wife to look behind her, when judgment overtook her also, and she was changed into a pillar of salt. Flavius Josephus, the Roman historian, recorded that he had seen her pillar of salt: “But Lot's wife continually turning back to view the city as she went from it, although God had forbidden her so to do, was changed into a pillar of salt; for I have seen it, and it remains at this day.” [Josephus, Flavius. Antiquities of the Jews. 1.11.40]. 
17-30. God gave the people of Sodom Gomorrah a fair test. He was not ignorant of the city’s wicked practices, but in his fairness and patience he gave the people of Sodom one last chance to turn to him. God is still waiting, giving people the opportunity to turn to him. Those who are wise will turn to him before his patience wears out (2 Peter 3 verse 9). The judgment which descended on the doomed cities is described in the Scripture as a “rain of brimstone and fire from God Almighty out of heaven,” by which the whole district was overthrown. This account in all its literality has been again confirmed by the late investigations of both Canon Tristram and Ron Wyatt, they made on the spot. The whole neighborhood of the Dead Sea abounds with sulphur and bitumen, furnishing the materials for the terrible conflagration which ensued when the lightning from heaven struck it, probably accompanied by an earthquake, which would throw up fresh masses of combustible matter. The result of their soundings have brought to light the remarkable fact that whatever changes in the appearance of the country the judgment from heaven may have produced, the most trustworthy authorities have  given up the view that the cities of the plain have been submerged by volcanic agency, and are satisfied that the account which Scripture gives of this catastrophe ought to be taken in its utmost literality.

31-38. Far and wide the smoke of the burning country was seen to ascend; and as Abraham watched it on the height beyond Hebron, where the evening before he had spoken the last pleading words to the Almighty God, it seemed like a vast furnace, from which the cloud of smoke rose to heaven. It is equally sad and instructive to notice how little effect mere judgments, however terrible, are capable of producing, even upon those most nearly affected by them. Lot and his daughters had been allowed to retire to Zoar, a little town not far from Sodom. But the same weakness of faith which had made them at the first reluctant to leave their own doomed city, now induced them to forsake Zoar, though safety had been promised them there. 
Far worse than that, they fell into the most grievous and abominable sin. Lot’s daughters probably compelled to preserve their family line, driven by desperation, because they feared they would never marry; the issue of which was the birth of the ancestors of Israel’s hereditary enemies, Moab and Ammon (Deut. 23 verses 3, 4). Lot’s tendency to compromise and refusal to act reached its peak. He should have found right partners for his daughters long before this; now the daughters stooped to incest, showing their acceptance of the morals of Sodom. When we are desperate for what we feel we must have, we are most likely to sin. 

Moab and Ammon were born of incest. Had Lot spurned the alcohol offered by his daughters, he could not have cohabitated with them. This verse marks the last we hear of Lot, and the Scripture does not tell us what became of him. We can hope he repented. Yet even in this case of incest, God used it to bring forth good and to glorify his name. Ruth was a Moabitess who married in the tribe of Judah and her name is listed in the genealogy of Jesus as an ancestress of the human Son of God. My friends, if you will tell me what you know about God, and I will tell you what I know about his mercy.
God was not being unfair to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. He will never destroy the good with the wicked? In the account given in this Scripture passage God’s fairness stood out, (1) He agreed to spare the entire city if only 10 godly people lived there. (3) He showed great mercy toward Lot, apparently the only man in the city who had any kind of relationship with him being Abraham’s nephew, although that was questionable because where he has always chosen to dwell. (3) God showed great patience toward Lot almost forcing him to leave Sodom before it was destroyed. Remember God’s patience when you are tempted to think he is unfair. Even the most godly people deserve his justice. We should be glad God does not direct his justice toward us as he did toward Sodom. 
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