Sabbath Sermon of October 18, 2014, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Trusting In The Lord Jesus Christ the Vine
John chapter 15
What does it mean to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ? The trust you should have in the Lord ought not to be the same kind of trust you have for people. Trusting in God must be of the highest level, that is, to trust Him with your live and with “everything.”  This means that your mindset must be transformed to know that he is aware of everything inside and outside of you, and that nothing takes him by surprise when it concerns you, because he loves you. God is good; he wants to help you as your Father, and he will help you if you will simply let Him.
 If we may ask, before reading this message who or what do you trust? Most people would say Oh! I trust in God, but when unfavorable situations arise, you’ll find them trusting their friends, the banksters, or the government more than God and His Word. My friends, to trust in God when situations outside your control arise, is to talk to him first, not that he will ever be surprised at anything because by his foreknowledge he knew about what you are facing today and all you will face in life even before you were born.

If you ask, why then does God allow these troubling situations in my life? Well your enemy Mr. Sin also known as Satan is the one whose plan is to destroy you by tricking you into doing the wrong things, but God your Father in heaven wants to save you. In real live we see that children would always run to their parents when faced with strange situation, or when they run into someone they do not know and or are scared of something.  Learn to run to God your Father in heaven when troubles come, and he will help you. God wants you to trust Him as a child would trust his or her parents. He wants you to put your confidence and all your trust in Him as your Father; that is, all the time and in “Everything.”  Do not leave God out when you are planning or deciding on things pertaining to your life, get God involved from the start on everything. 

If you are not rejoicing in your life, it is simply because even as a Christian you do not totally trust in the Lord. Trusting in the Lord is not just going to Church, it really means not worrying about what is happening to you or around you (John 14:1).  Not totally trusting in the Lord is the reason you are always worried and upset about things that are happening you think should not be happening. Remember that as a Christian if you are not rejoicing every day, it is your fault not God’s. As a Christian you have every reason to rejoice because Jesus Christ is the Victor, and you are already victorious over whatever it may be that comes your way 
If you ask, should I rejoice even when I am suffering, oppressed, or stepped over? Jesus says, yes because “you have eternal life,” therefore you ought to rejoice all the time (1 John 5:11). Yes, Jesus said you should rejoice when you are persecuted. Persecution can be good because (1) it takes your eyes off earthly rewards, (2) it strips away superficial belief, (3) it strengthens the faith of those who endure, and (4) your attitude through it serves as an example to others who follow (Matthew 5:11, 12). Again, you should be comforted to know that God’s greatest prophets in the Old Testament were persecuted, and God’s prophets today are no less subjected to the same measure of persecution. Your persecution means you have shown yourself faithful. Sooner than you think, and in the future, God will reward the faithful by letting them enter his eternal Kingdom, where there is no more persecution (John 15:18-25).
When things are going well, you feel elated or very happy and excited. When hardships come, you sink into depression. But true joy transcends these waves of circumstance. Joy comes from a consistent relationship with Jesus Christ. When your live is intertwined with Jesus’ he will help you walk through adversity without sinking into debilitating lows and manage prosperity without moving into deceptive highs. The joy of living with Jesus Christ daily keeps us levelheaded no matter how high or low our circumstances.

What it means to trust in Jesus: remember these words of Jesus, “without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Trusting or abiding in Jesus means, (1) believing he is God’s Son (1 John 4:15) (2) receiving him as your Savior and Lord (John 1:12) (3) doing what God says (1 John 3:24) (4) continuing in faith (1 John 2:24), (5) relating in love to the community of believers in Jesus Christ body (John 15:12). Many people including Christians try to do good, be honest, and do what is right. But Jesus says the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, like a branch attached to the vine (John 15:5-7). Apart from him our efforts are unfruitful. When we really do trust in God it is certain that we would be receiving the nourishment and the life offered by Jesus Christ, the vine. If not, you are missing a special gift God has for you as his Child.
Most people including Christians have the habit of trusting in themselves, and trusting of people; many times we get hurt by people we trusted. This has caused many Christians to believe that, if they want something done right, they have to do it themselves. In other words, if you do not tell anyone what you are going through, they cannot hurt you. Unfortunately, this mindset has kept many Christians from trusting God. It is a bad habit that a Christian should never form. You see, you do not have to worry about what people would do to you if you only tell your Father in heaven what you are going through and what you need. If you ask, why does God always wait for me to ask? Well God would never impose upon you because he respects everything about you and that is the way he made you. God expects you to authorize him, that is, invite him to get involved in your life, so that you and Him will be in agreement upon what to do about what you need.
In the book of proverbs 3:5, 6, we are exhorted to trust the Lord with all our heart, and lean not on our own understanding; in our ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct our paths.” When we have important decision to make, we sometimes feel that we cannot trust anyone, not even God. But God knows what is best for us. He is a better judge of what we want than we are! We must trust him completely to help us make right choice. We should not omit careful thinking or belittle our God-given ability as Christian to reason; but we should not trust our own wise in our own eyes. We should always be willing to listen to and be corrected by God’s Word and God’s Spirit filled counselors or ministers. We should always bring our decisions to God in prayer; use the Bible as our guide, and then follow God’s leading.
To receive God’s guidance, we must acknowledge God in all we do. Jesus emphasized this truth. “Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all those things you need in life will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). You will follow those things you need, rather those things shall be given to you. Look at your values and priorities. What is important to you? Where is God on that list? What is his advice? Make him a vital part of everything you do; then he will guide you because you will be working to accomplish his purposes. The best way to hear from God and know what he wants you to do and how he wants you to live is to know what he said in his His book: The Bible. For fear of God is the beginning of knowledge, and the knowledge of God’s Word is the beginning of all wisdom. As you study the Bible, your mind is renewed, so you no long think the way the world thinks; you will begin to think the way God would want you to think.
As Christians we are not called “to be conformed to this world” with its behavior and customs that are usually selfish and often corrupting. Many Christians wisely decide that much worldly behavior is off-limits for them. Our refusal to conform to this world’s values, however, must go even deeper than the level of behavior and customs; it must be firmly founded in our minds: “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” It is possible to avoid most worldly customs and still be proud, covetous, selfish, stubborn, and arrogant. Only when the Holy Spirit renews, re-educates, and redirects our minds are we truly transformed (Romans 12:2).
As a Christian, Jesus says, it should never surprise you when people hate you. Christians will get plenty of hatred from the world; from each other we need love and support. Do you allow small problems to get in the way of loving other believers? Jesus commands that you love them, and he will give you the strength to do it. Remember that to abide in Jesus’ love, you are to keep his commandments as he has kept his Father’s commandments, and abide in his love (John 15:11). It is clear enough from this passage that if you do not keep his commandments to love other believers, you cannot be Jesus’ disciple or a Christian. You may continued to think of yourself a Christian, but Jesus’ words say you are not and cannot be until you have learned to obey his words. 
In John verses 12-15 Jesus’ reverses the obvious to show that God’s way is not the way of the world. Jesus says that those who do what he says would become his friends instead of servants. In others words, a person who does not obey Jesus words will remain a servant, until they have learned to obey his words, then would they become his friends. In the worldly system, a servant is one who would do as he or she is told, but with God one who would do things as he or she is told becomes not only a friend of Jesus, but a prince or a princess of the Almighty God. 
In this world there are those who let themselves to be controlled by their sinful nature; to be “carnally minded” is to have a mindset confirmed by the sinful nature and others are those who follow after the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:5-9). All of us would be in the first category if Jesus had not offered us a way out. Once we have said yes to Jesus, we will want to continue following him, because his way brings life and peace. Daily we must consciously choose to center our lives on God. Use the Bible to discover God’s guidelines, and then follow them. In every perplexing situation ask yourself, “What would Jesus want me to do? When the Holy Spirit points out what is right, do it eagerly. 

The Word of God is food for our spirit. As you spend time reading and meditating on the Scripture, you will develop a strong spirit, that is, you grow in spirit. Then you can hear God speaking to your heart. Jesus says, “If you love me, keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father to give you another Comforter, that is, another spirit; the Spirit of God himself that may abide with you forever.” This Holy Spirit is the very presence of God within all believers, helping them live as God wants and building Jesus Christ’s Church on earth. By faith we can appropriate his power each day (John 15:15, 16). The word translated Comforter combines the ideas of comfort and counsel. The Holy Spirit is a powerful person on the side of the Christians, working for and with us, and as our wonderful counselor (Isaiah 9:6; John16:7-15).
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
