Sabbath Sermon of October 12, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Almighty God Visits Abraham
Genesis Chapter 18.

In the previous chapter, we noted that while Abraham’s faith was thus exercised and blessed, the “evil people and seducers,” among whom Lot had chosen his dwelling, had been waxing worse and worse, and rapidly filling up the measure of their iniquity. That judgment which had long hung over them like a dark cloud was now to burst in a terrible tempest. It is apparent that history tends to repeat itself, that in the days of Seth we have sons of God and the daughters of men, and at the end it was only Noah and his family who found favor in the sight of God. In the days of Abraham, Lot was delivered for Abraham’s sake. However, today a few people are seeking God that they may receive eternal life, while the multitude in the world wax worse and worse and rapidly filling up the measure of their iniquity. We see that judgment that had been prophesied in the Scripture that has been in wait, is about to come down upon them.  
In the days of Noah the ark a type Jesus Christ was used to delivered him and his family; in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot was allowed to escape with his two daughters, but in the judgment of the present world, the only escape at death now is through Jesus Christ and at the end when he returns for the righteous.  But the rest of the world people who rejected him, there will be no place to hide as the fervent heat will melt everything as we read in 2 Peter 3:10: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” 
Abraham was sitting “in the tent door in the heat of the day,” when The Almighty God once more appeared in visible form to him. This time three men apparently one was the Almighty God accompanied by two angels. Abraham said, “My Lord,” not my lords as you will find in some heretic bible versions. Abraham said, “My Lord,” implying that he knew there was a difference between the Lord and the two angels, and he hastened to welcome them to the rest and refreshment of his abode. In Abraham’s day, a person’s reputation was largely connected to his hospitality, the sharing of home and food. Even strangers were to be treated as highly honored guests. Meeting another’s need for food or shelter was and still is one of the most immediate and practical ways to obey God (Hebrews 13 verse 2). But the heavenly Guests were the Lord Himself, and two angels, who were to be ministers of His avenging justice. There can be no doubt that Abraham recognized the character of his heavenly Visitors, though, with the delicacy and modesty so peculiarly his, he received and entertained them according to the manner in which they presented themselves to him.  
The object of their visit was twofold, the one being reference to Sarah, the other to Abraham. If Sarah was to become the mother of the promised seed, she also must learn to believe. Probably she had not received quite in faith the account which Abraham had given of his last vision of Jehovah. At any rate, the first inquiry of the three was after Sarah. The message of the birth of a son was now addressed directly to her; and as her non-belief appeared in her laughter, it was first reproved and then removed.

12-15. Sarah, like us naturally, went through periods of doubt and disbelief. Sarah’s laughter in her heart explains why God said to Abraham, “is anything too hard for God? The obvious answer is, “Of course not!” This question reveals much about God. My friends, make it a habit to insert your specific needs into the question. “Is this day in my life too hard for the Lord?” “Is this habit I am trying to break too hard for Him? “Is this communication problem I am having too hard for Him?” Asking the question this way reminds you that God is personally involved in your life and nudges you to ask for his power to help you. “Next year, just as I told you, at the appointed time, I will certainly see to it that Sarah has a son,” verse 15 indicates: “But Sarah denied it. “I didn’t laugh, she said, for she was afraid.” Fear is the most common motive for lying. However, lying causes greater complications than telling the truth and brings even more problems. If God can not be trusted with our innermost thoughts and fears, we are in greater trouble than we first imagined. Here God’s purpose was not annulled at the disbelief of Sarah. The baby was born and Sari’s name was changed to Sarah, which means “princess.”
The first object of their visit accomplished, the Three pursued their way towards Sodom, accompanied by Abraham to bring them to their way. Now it was that God Almighty Himself opened to Abraham the other purposed of their coming. This was in keeping in line to his Word in Amos 3 verse 7, “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” It was to tell him the impending doom of the cities of the plain, and that for two reasons; because Abraham was the heir to the promise, and because he would “command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of The Lord God Almighty, to do justice and judgment that the land spue them not out (Leviticus 18:28).
16-19. These verses convey “God’s friendly thoughts concerning Abraham, here we have his resolution to make known to Abraham his purpose concerning Sodom, with the reason of it.” This was a soliloquy in which God was speaking his inner thoughts, intentions, and reasonings, which He may have revealed to Moses, and he wrote them down.  From the latter words we gather that the doom of Sodom was communicated to Abraham that it might serve as a warning to the children of Israel. It was not to be regarded as an isolated judgment; but the scene of desolation, which was for ever to occupy the site of the cities of the plain, would also for ever exhibit to Israel the consequences of sin, and be to them a type of future judgment. It is in this light that the Scriptures both of the Old and New Testament present to us the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
On the other hand, as God had in the covenant made gift of the land to Abraham and to his seed, it seemed fitting that he should know of the terrible desolation which was so soon to spread over part of it; and that in his character as the medium of blessing to all, he should be allowed to intercede for their preservation, as formerly he had been called to fight for their deliverance. It was therefore neither on account of the intimate converse between God and Abraham, nor yet because Lot, the nephew of Abraham, was involved in the catastrophe, but strictly in accordance with God’s covenant-promise, that God made a communication of the coming judgment to Abraham, and that he was allowed to plead in the case. If you ask, why did God let Abraham question his justice and intercede? Well Abraham knew God must punish sin, but he also knew from experience that God is merciful to sinners, and that he would not punish the righteous with the wicked.  God knew there were not 10 righteous people in the city, but he was merciful enough to allow Abraham to intercede. God was merciful enough to help Lot, Abraham’s nephew, get out of Sodom before it was destroyed. God does not take pleasure in destroying the wicked, but he must punish sin. He is both just and merciful. We should be thankful that God’s mercy extends to us.
25-33. God is love, not “Love is God.” Our world, with its shallow and selfish view of love, has turned these words around and contaminated our understanding of love. The world thinks love is what makes you feel good, and it is willing to sacrifice moral principles and others rights in order to obtain such “love.” But that is not real love, it is love’s exact opposite—selfishness. If we truly know God, we must learn to love as he does (1 John 4:8), but he is also just as righteousness and justice surround God on his throne; they are fundamental aspects of the way of God rules. As God’s ambassadors, we should deal with people similarly (Psalm 89 verse 14; 145). The judgments of God are: (1) according to truth of his judgments as God; for he shall judge the great whore, which corrupt the earth with her fornication (Revelation 19 verse 2); (2) universal and certain is God’s judgment; we do not know exactly when it will happen, but we know that no one will escape that final encounter with the Creator (Romans 2 verse 6); (3) impartial in our God; for people are condemned not for what they do not know, but for what they do with what they know (Romans 2 verse 11); (4) based on the state of our hearts as well as our outward acts; for even those who have never seen a Bible still know right from wrong, and they will be judged because they did not keep even those standards their own consciences dictated. God’s Law is written within them (Romans 2 verse 16; Luke 12 verse 2, 3). Three major judgments of God are mentioned in Scripture: (1) the judgment of believers’ sins which were taken care of at Calvary (John 5 verse 24; Romans 8 verse 1); (2) the believers’ judgment for rewards (2 Corinthians 5 verse 10; Romans 14 verses 10; 1 Corinthians 3 verses 10-15); and (3) the judgment of unbelievers at the great white throne (Revelation 20 verses 11-15).

Abraham offered six petitions for Sodom. God said “yes” six times. He did not stop answering until Abraham stopped asking. This incident should encourage every Christian to expect God to answer prayer. In Sodom’s case it is clear that the City’s spiritual state was so awful that it did not contain even ten righteous men. Abraham did not change God’s mind. However, the more likely this was that God changed Abraham’s mind. Abraham knew that God is just and that he punishes sin. But he may have wondered about God’s mercy. Abraham seemed to be probing God’s mind to see how merciful he really was.  He left his conversation with God convinced that God was both kind and fair. Our prayers may not change God’s mind, but they many change ours just as Abraham’s prayer changed his own mind. Prayer is a means through which we can better comprehend the mind of God.
Through Abraham’s experience with God, we now understand that God’s answers come from God’s perspective. They are not always in harmony with our expectations, for only He knows the whole story. Are you missing God’s answer to a prayer because you have not considered any possible answers other than the one you expect? 
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