Sabbath Sermon of October 11, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Rev. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Feast of the Tabernacles
Leviticus 23: 34, John and Revelation Chapter 19
The Feast of the Tabernacles, also known as the Feast of Ingathering, is the crowning event of the year, a great home coming time with all its joys of family reunion and the harvest-home ceremony. In the night, hundreds of booths were built from the branches of trees for temporary shelter near the Tabernacle of Jehovah God Almighty. Commemorating their long pilgrimage, the people of Israel dwelt in their “tabernacles” for seven days.

The Feast of Tabernacle takes place after the Day of Atonement, which lasts for seven days. Immediately following the ceremony is the final, one day ceremony called the eight day. These two ceremonies combined last for eight consecutive days (Leviticus 23:33-39) and picture the final steps in God’s master plan to bring all of humanity into His family. Where all his children will dwell with him for an infinite period of time.
However, if you ask “What should this Feast mean to a Christian, and why should Christians celebrate it? Well it is the Feast of Ingathering. If you ask “In gathering of what? The Feast symbolizes the harvesting of the Lord’s vine yard spoken of by the prophets and Jesus in the Scriptures. 
We learn here that “as the people were in expectation, and all people mused in their hearts of John, whether he was the Messiah, or not.”  John the Baptist while baptizing at the river called people to more than words or ritual; he told them to change their behavior (Matthew 3:9-17) “Fruit meet for repentance” means “fruit that match repentance.” God looks beyond our words and religious activities to see if our conduct backs up our words, and he judges our words by the actions that accompany them, do your actions match your words?
We should understand that the Feast of the Ingathering is all about God’s intension to harvest the world. So just as fruit tree is expected to bear fruit. God’s people should produce a crop of good deeds. God has no use for those who call themselves Christians but who live otherwise. Like many people in John’s day who were God’s people in name only we are of no value if we are Christians in name only. If others cannot see our faith in the way we treat them, we may not be God’s people at all.
God’s message has not changed since the Old Testament; people will be judged for their unproductive lives. God calls us to be active in our obedience to Him. John compared people who say they believe in God but do not live for God are unproductive trees that will be chopped down. To be productive for God, we must obey his teachings, resist temptation, actively serve and help others, and share our faith. How productive are you for God? (John 3:10).
Still on the Feast of Ingathering, John baptized people as a sign that they had asked God to forgive their sins and had decided to live as he wanted them to live. Baptism was an outward sign of commitment. To be effective, it had to be accompanied by an inward change of attitude leading to a changed life which is the work of the Holy Spirit. John said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost and fire. This looked ahead to Pentecost when the Holy Spirit would be sent by Jesus in the form of tongues fire, empowering his followers to preach the Gospel. John’s statement also symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing God’s judgment on those who refuse to repent. Everyone will one day be baptized, either now by God’s Holy Spirit, or later by the fire of his judgment. 
Still on the Feast of Ingathering. John says, “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” The wheat is the part of the plant that is useful; the chaff is the worthless outer shell. Because it is useless, chaff is burned; wheat, however, is stored. Unrepentant people will be judged and discarded because they were worthless in God’s work, those who repent and believe will be saved and used by God. 

In Matthew 13: 30, in the parable of the weeds and the wheat, Jesus says, “Let both the young tares and the young blades of wheat to grow. The young tares and the young blades of wheat look the same and cannot be distinguished until they are grown and ready for harvest. Tares are unbelievers and wheat believers both must live side by side in this world. God allows unbelievers to remain for a while just as a farmer allows tares to remain in his field so the surrounding wheat is not uprooted with them. At the harvest “Ingathering,” however, the weeds will be uprooted and thrown into the oven. God’s harvest or judgment of all mankind is coming, and the Feast of Ingathering is a rehearsal of this coming event. We are to make ourselves ready by making sure our faith is sincere in God Almighty. Call to Jesus today, if you are not sure of where you will spend eternity.
As in all the Feasts, the solemnity and their meaning is hardly evident to a casual reader of the pertinent Biblical texts where the feasts are simply designated for the believers to observe (Leviticus 23: 34). Here we learn of the meaning of the Feast of Ingathering from the Book of Revelation chapter 19 as revealed by Jesus. These things take place after the fall of Babylon in Revelation chapter 18.  Praise is the heartfelt response to God by those who love him. The more you get to know him and realize what he has done for you, the more you will respond with praise. Praise is at the heart of the true worship. Let your praise of God flow out of your realization of who he is and how much he loves you. 
A vast crowd in heaven initiates the chorus or praise to God for his victory. The 24 elders join the chorus. Finally the great choir of heaven once again praise God as the wedding of the Lamb has come (Matthew 25:1-13), where Jesus Christ compares the coming of his Kingdom to a wedding for which we must be prepared.  This is the culmination of human history, the judgment of the wicked and the marriage feast of the Lamb and his bride, the Church. The church consists of all faithful believers from all time.  The bride’s clothing stands in stark contrast to the gaudy clothing of the great whore of Revelation 17:4 and 18:16. The bride clothing is the righteousness of the saints, not works done by believers for their own merit, but as they reflect the work of Jesus Christ to save us (Revelation 7:9, 14).  In other words, the Feast of Ingathering symbolize Jesus’ second coming who is the central focus of God’s revelations and his redemptive plan as announced by the prophets. In the book of Revelation, we must remember that the overarching theme in all the visions is the ultimate victory of Jesus Christ over evil.
The name “Faithful and True” contrasts with the faithless and deceitful Babylon described in Revelation chapter 18. No sooner was the marriage solemnized between Jesus Christ and his church by the conversion of the unbelieving Israelites than the glorious head and husband of the church is called out to a new expedition, which seems to be the great battle that was to be fought at Armageddon, foretold in Revelation chapter 16:16. And here we note the description of the great Commander. By the seat of his empire; and that is heaven; his throne is there, and his power and authority are heavenly and divine. His equipage or outfit: he is again described as sitting on a white horse, to show the equity of the cause, and certainty of success.  His attributes: he is faithful and true to his covenant and promise, he is righteous in all his judicial and military proceedings, he has a penetrating insight into all the strength and stratagems of his enemies, he has a large and extensive dominion, many crowns, for he is King of kings, and Lord of lords. His armor; and that is a vesture dipped in blood, his own blood, by which he purchased this mediatorial power, by which he has always prevailed against his enemies.  
Jesus is called the “Faithful and True” His name: The Word of God, a name that none fully knows but himself, only this we know, that this Word was God manifest in the flesh; but his perfections are incomprehensible by any creature. This implies that no name can do him justice. He is greater than any description or expression the human mind can devise for him.  To understand the symbolism of Jesus garments being dipped in blood, it is difficult to imagine how blood could whiten any cloth, but the blood of Jesus Christ is the world’s greatest purifier because it removes the stain of sin. White symbolizes sinless perfection or holiness, which can be given to people only by the death of the sinless Lamb of God on our behalf. This is a picture of how we are saved by faith (Isaiah 1:8; Romans 3:21-26).

This time indicates our God’s sovereignty. Most of the world would be worshipping the beast, the antichrist, whom they believe has all power and authority. Then suddenly out of heaven rides Jesus Christ and his army of angels, the “King of kings, and Lord of lords.” His entrance signals the end of the false powers.  The army which he would command, a very large one, shall be made up of many armies; angels and saints followed his conduct, and resembled him in their equipage, and in their armor of purity and righteousness—chosen, and called, and faithful. The weapons of his warfare—A sharp sword proceeding from his mouth, with which he smites the wicked nations, either the threatenings of the written word, which now he is going to execute, or rather his word of command calling on his followers to take a just revenge on his and their enemies, who are now put into the wine-press of the wrath of God, to be trodden under foot by him.
My friends, if you are still not sure on whose side you should be, learn today from this message that the battle lines are drawn, and the greatest confrontation in the history of the world is happening and will soon reach its climax. The Antichrist and the false prophet, including his phony preachers at this time will gather the governments of the New World Order and the armies of the earth under the Antichrist’s the leader of the New World Order. The enemy armies would believe they have come of their own volition; but in reality it is God Almighty that shall summon them to battle in order to defeat them (Zecharia 12:1-9; 14 :1-11).  The unbelievers would be so deceived by Mr. Sin the beast to presume to fight against God which would show how much their pride and Rebellion would have distorted their thinking. But it will be too late for them to change sides when they will come to realize that there really is no fight, however, because the victory was won when Jesus died on the cross for sin and rose from the dead. Thus, the evil leaders would immediately be captured and sent to their punishment, and the forces of evil would be annihilated. However, all those who joined Mr. Sin or Satan and his Antichrist against the Almighty God, will live again to be judged before the “White Throne” of God, and to be punished in the Lake of Fire forever (Daniel 12:1-3).
If you have not been well informed about where everyone who rejected Jesus Christ would end up, well Jesus has warned the whole world in the book of Revelation especially in chapters 20 and 22, that the Lake of Fire is the final destination of the wicked. If you ask who is the wicked? The wicked is anyone who rejected God’s offering for sin which he offered for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Now understand that the Lake of Fire is different from the bottomless pit referred in Revelation chapter 9:1. The Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire. Jesus said that the Lake of fire is where the worms do not die (Mark 9:44). Their leader, Mr. Sin also known as Satan himself, is cast there, and finally death, and hell will collapse and fall into the Lake of Fire. Afterward, everyone whose name is not recorded in the book of life, that is, anyone who did not believe in Jesus Christ or obeyed his commandments, will be sent to the same fate in the Lake of Fire alive! (Daniel 12: 1-3; Isaiah 26:21; Revelation chapter  20:10-15). At this point we have no doubt you have now come to understand the meaning of the Feast of the Tabernacles, that it is a rehearsal of the real event that will soon take place on earth, when God will come down to harvest his vine yard, the earth. 
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