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The Birth of The Covenant Child Isaac

Genesis Chapter 21.

At last the time had come when the great promise to Abraham should receive its fulfillment. The LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken, “is anything too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son (Genesis 18 verse 14). Since Sarah was no longer fertile, God performed a miracle so she could become pregnant. Who could believe Abraham would have a son at 100 years of age, and live to raise him to adulthood? But doing the impossible is everyday business for God. Our big problems may not seem so impossible if we let God handle them. Abraham was in his hundredth and Sarah in her ninetieth year when Isaac was born to them. Manifestly, it had been the Divine purpose to protract as long as possible the period before that event; partly to exercise and mature Abraham’s faith, and partly that it should appear the more clearly that the gift of the heir to the promises was, in a manner, supernatural.
As we have seen, the very name of their child was intended to perpetuate this fact; and now Sarah also, in the joyousness of her heart, said, “God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me,” literally, “Laughter has God prepared for me; every one that heareth it will joyously laugh with me.” We see three kinds of laughter in this passage, apparently, as Abraham’s laughter had been that of faith in its surprise, so the laughter of Sarah was now in contrast to that of her former weakness of trust, one of faith in its gratitude. But there might be yet a third kind of laughter, neither of faith, nor even of unbelief, but of disbelief; the laughter of mockery, and it also would receive its due recompense. 
According to God’s direction, Abraham had circumcised Isaac on the eighth day. When the period for weaning him arrived, Abraham made, after the manner of those times, a great feast. Isaac was probably one year old, as Josephus implies, three years old. In either case, Ishmael must have been a lad springing into manhood, at least fifteen years of age. “Apparently, Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, which she had born to Abraham, mocking,” literally, “that he was a mocker.”  Isaac the object of holy laughter, serves as the target of Ishmael’s unholy wit and profane banter. Ishmael does not laugh; he makes merry. ‘What! This small, helpless Isaac, the father of nations!’ And he laughed the laughter of unbelief, envy, and pride in his own carnal pre-eminence, such were the reason of his conduct. Because Ishmael does not understand, “Is anything too hard for Jehovah? Therefore he finds it laughable to connect such great issues with so small a beginning.  It was evidently in this light that Apostle Paul viewed it, when describing the conduct of Ishmael in these words: “As then he was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit” (Galatians 4 verse 29). On this ground, and not from jealousy, Sarah demanded that the bondwoman and her son should be “cast out.” Of those unbelieving Jews and Gentiles, who seek for righteousness by the law and the carnal ordinances of it, and not by the promise made in Jesus Christ, thereby running themselves into a wilderness of want and despair. Their comforts are soon exhausted, and if God save them not by his special prerogative, and by a miracle of mercy open their eyes and undeceive them, they are undone. 
Apart from Abraham’s personal hope to keep Ishmael near him, it was forbidden by the customary law of his day for a slave wife and her children to be ejected from their master’s home. Sarah’s request must have been a trial for Abraham, as he seemed to have misunderstood her motives. Sarah wanted Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away. Abraham was reluctant to comply, from the feelings of paternal affection quite natural in the case, till God expressly endorsed Sarah’s judgment in that he intervened to command Abraham to follow her advice. Since Ishmael was born when Abraham was eighty-six years old, he was by now a young teenager, not a baby. The expulsion of Ishmael was necessary, not only from his unfitness, and in order to keep the heir of the promise unmixed with others and from persecution, but also for the sake of Abraham himself, whose faith must be trained to renounce, in obedience to the divine call, everything, even his natural paternal affection. God in his tender mercy once more made the trial easier, by protecting Hagar and Ishmael and bestowing the special promise to make a nation out of the loins of Ishmael.  
18-21. The expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael did not mean that the grace of God was withdrawn from them. God heard their cause and promised Hagar, “I will make Ishmael a great nation” The intention of God toward the descendants of Ishmael as well as toward the Gentiles is to save them from their sins and to give them the gift of everlasting life through Jesus Christ. That intention will continue to the end of the age by the free offer of salvation.  There is a rooted remaining enmity in the seed of the serpent against the seed of the woman. The children of promise must expect to be mocked. This is persecution, which those that will live godly must count upon. None are rejected and cast out from God but those who have first deserved it. Ishmael continued in Abraham’s family till he became a disturbance, grief, and scandal to it. Sarah made the motion: Cast out this bond-woman. This seems to be spoken in some heat, yet it is quoted by the Apostle Paul in Galatians 4 verse 30 as if it had been spoken by a Spirit of prophecy; and it is the sentence passed on all hypocrites and carnal people, though they have a place and a name in the visible church. 
All that are born after the flesh and not born again, that reject the gospel promise, shall certainly be cast out. It is made to point particularly at the rejection of the unbelieving Judeans, who, though they were the seed of Abraham, yet, because they submitted not to the gospel covenant, were unsaved and disfranchised: and that which, above any thing, provoked God to cast them off was their mocking and persecuting the gospel church, God’s Isaac, in its infancy, (1 Thessalonians 2 verse 16). There are many who are familiarly conversant with the children of God in this world, and yet shall not partake with them in the inheritance of sons. Ishmael might be Isaac’s play-fellow and half brother, yet not his fellow-heir.
That the casting out of Ishmael was necessary to the establishment of Isaac in the rights and privileges of the covenant: In Isaac shall thy seed be called. Both Jesus Christ and the church must descend from Abraham through the loins of Isaac; this is the entail of the promise upon Isaac, and is quoted by the apostle Paul (Romans 9 verse 7 ) to show that not all who come from Abraham’s loins were the heirs of Abraham’s covenant. Isaac, the promised son, must be the father of the promised seed; therefore, "Away with Ishmael, send him far enough, lest he corrupt the manners or attempt to invade the rights of Isaac.’’ It will be his security to have his rival banished. The covenant seed of Abraham must be a peculiar people, a people by themselves, from the very first, distinguished, not mingled with those that were out of covenant; for this reason Ishmael must be separated. Abraham was called alone, and so must Isaac be called; for though him will come the Messiah of God Almighty.
Abraham loved Ishmael and was sorry to send him and his mother away. God was  with the lad. God was understanding and used his divine power to protect Ishmael. Ishmael must have had some continuing contact with Abraham because for soon after we read in Scripture, that, before his death, Abraham had enriched his sons by Keturah and of the concubines with “gifts, and he sent them eastward away from Isaac; and Ishmael was present when Abraham was buried (Genesis 25 verse 6, 9).
Thus “cast out,” Hagar and her son wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba, probably on their way to Egypt. Here they suffered from what has always been the great danger to travelers in the desert, want of water. The lad’s strength failed before that of his mother. At length her courage and endurance also gave way to utter exhaustion and despondency. Hitherto she had supported the steps of her son; now she let him droop “under one of the shrubs,” while she went “a good way off,” not to witness his dying agony, yet still remaining within reach of him. The Scriptures tells us that “she lifted up her voice and wept.”  Not her cry, however, but that of Abraham’s son went up into the ears of the LORD; and once more was Hagar directed to a well of water, but this time by an angel of God. To strengthen her for the future, the same assurance concerning Ishmael was given to Hagar which had previously been made to Abraham.  Ishmael dwelt in that wide district between Palestine and Mount Horeb, called “the wilderness of Paran,” which to this day is the undisputed dominion of his descendants, the Bedouin Arabs. One of the Ishmael’s daughters by the name Mahalath married Esau, Ishmael’s nephew (Genesis 28 verse 9).  Bible pictures the Ishmaelites as hostile to Israel and to God (Psalm 83 verses 5, 6).
22-32. Abimelech was aware of how God promoted Abraham’s material welfare. He senses that God was with Abraham in all that he did. Thus he wanted to ally himself with Abraham in the interest of himself and of his family, then and for the future.  The phrase “from Dan even to Beer-sheba was often used to describe the traditional boundaries of the Promised Land (2 Samuel 17 verse 11). Beer-sheba, meaning, “Well of seven,” or “Well of the oath.” The presence of several wells in the area may explain why Abraham settled there. Beer-sheba was also the home of Isaac, Abraham’s son. 
33-34. Abraham, having gotten into a good neighborhood, knew when he was well off, and continued a great while there. There he planted a grove for a shade to his tent, or perhaps an orchard of fruit-trees; and there, though we cannot say he settled, for God would have him, while he lived, to be a stranger and a pilgrim, yet he sojourned many days, as many as would consist with his character, as Abraham the Hebrew, or passenger. There he made, not only a constant practice, but an open profession, of his faith: There he called on the name of the Lord, the everlasting God, probably in the grove he planted, which was his oratory or house of prayer. Jesus Christ prayed in a garden, on a mountain.  Abraham kept up public worship, to which, probably, his neighbors resorted, that they might join with him. Good men should not only retain their goodness wherever they go, but do all they can to propagate it, and make others good.  In calling on the Lord, we must eye him as the everlasting God, the God of the world. Though God had made himself known to Abraham as his God in particular, and in covenant with him, yet he forgets not to give glory to him as the Lord of all: The everlasting God, who was, before all worlds, and will be, when time and days shall be no more (Isaiah 40:28). 
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