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The Reason for Impending Exile: Idolatry and Immorality

What God Said To Judah, He Says To America
Jeremiah Chapter 7
Have America and the nations of the world come to the point where God will forbid his saints from praying for them? Revelation is one way God discloses his message to a people. This was and is accomplished through the ministry of the prophets, to whom God communicated what he wanted said. The phrase “thus saith the Lord” or its equivalent appears throughout the Old Testament. Prophet Jeremiah, for example, frequently uses this phrase as a means by which we can know that the message is God’s message and not Jeremiah’s. The essence of revelation is that the message has come directly from God himself.
In the sixth chapter of Jeremiah, we read of how God tested the people of Judah, he could find no purity in their lives. They continued in their sinful ways. I hope that after reading through this sermon, and you see impurities in your life that should be burned away? Waste no time to confess them to God and allow him to reflect on the areas of your life that he has already refined; then thank him for what he is doing. 
9-14. The Judeans for example were superstitious. They sinned every sin under the sun and worshipped Baal, but thought that they were safe because they had the Temple of God in their midst. But not even the temple in their midst could save them so long as they kept on committing these awful sins against the true God. Jeremiah rebukes the people for their empty religion, their idolatry, and the shameless behavior of the people and their leaders. Jeremiah confronted the people at the Temple entrance which was the perfect place to bring to their attention their biggest problem—hypocrisy. The people believed that God’s Temple presence in their city would protect them and that their religious ritual would save them. God may let Judah fall, but he would never let his Temple to be destroyed, they thought. But Jeremiah proclaimed that the Temple and its rituals were worthless if the people’s hearts were not right with God.
It is one thing to claim you are a Christian and it is another to be fully committed to God. We can easily fall into this snare of church attendance, sitting in the front row, sharing communion, teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir; these would be empty exercises unless we are truly doing them for God. It is good to do these activities, not because we ought to do them for the church, but because we want to do them for God. Most people go to beautiful churches for the image of going to church and belonging to a group which can become more important than the substance of life changed for God. Many people use religious affiliation as a hideout; thinking it will protect them from evil and problems. Just as the practice of witchcraft cannot protect the witch when death and hell fire comes, so is religious affiliation without a personal relationship with Jesus Christ does not make a person a born again Christian.
11-15. “In this house, which is called by my name,” Jesus used these words from verse 11 of this chapter in cleansing the Temple (Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46). This passage applied to the evil in the Temple in his day as well as in Jeremiah’s. God’s Tabernacle had been at Shiloh, it was the city where a sanctuary was erected to Israel’s God. It had been abandoned after God allowed the Philistines to destroy it (1 Sam. 4:10). If God did not preserve Shiloh because the Tabernacle was there, why would he preserve Jerusalem because of its Temple? Even as God had destroyed Ephraim’s sanctuary, so also would he destroy Jerusalem. Ephraim is another name for Israel, the Northern Kingdom, which had been taken into captivity by Assyria in 722 B.C.
16-17. God forbids Jeremiah to pray for Jerusalem. It is beyond prayer, for the decree to destroy has gone forth against a people who have sinned unto death. God will not hear any prayers on their behalf. 
What was the amendment that God expected from them? They must thoroughly amend; in making good, they must make good their ways and doings; they must reform with resolution, and it must be a universal, constant, preserving reformation—not partial, but entire—not hypocritical, but sincere—not wavering, but constant. They must amend their hearts and thoughts, and so amend their ways and doings. In particular, they must be honest and just in all their dealings. Those that had power in their hands must thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, without partiality, and according as the merits of the cause appeared. They must not either in judgment or in contract oppress the stranger, the fatherless, or the widow, nor countenance or protect those that did oppress, nor refuse to do them justice when they sought for it. They must not shed innocent blood, and with it defile this place and the land wherein they dwelt. They must keep closely to the worship of the true God only: "Neither walk after other gods; do not hanker after them, nor hearken to those that would draw you into communion with idolaters; for it is, and will be, to your own hurt. Be not only so just to your God, but so wise for yourselves, as not to throw away your adorations upon those who are not able to help you, and thereby provoke him who is able to destroy you.’’ Well, this is all that God insists upon. God tells them what the establishment is which, upon this amendment, they may expect from him
18-20. "The queen of heaven," same by which Ishtar; the Mesopotamian goddess of love and war, was known. After the fall of Jerusalem the refugees who fled to Egypt continued to worship her, see (chapter 44). A Papyrus dating from the fifth century B.C., found at Hermopolis in Egypt mentions the “Queen of Heaven” among the gods honored by the Jewish community living there. Human life, animal life, and plant life will all be affected by God’s judgment. The judgment would differ from the flood only in its extent, that is, this one would be finished.
“Do they not provoke me to anger? Do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?” This verse answers the question, who gets hurt when we turn away from God? Separating ourselves from God is a very dangerous thing to do; it is like keeping a green plant away from sunlight or water. God is our only source of spiritual strength. Cutting ourselves from God is cutting off life itself.
21-24. The system of animal sacrifice was set up by God to encourage the people stay away from sin, to obey him. He required the people to make these sacrifices, not because the sacrifices themselves pleased him, but because they caused the people to recognize their sin and refocus on living for God. They faithfully made the sacrifices but forgot the reason they were offering them, and thus they disobeyed God. 
“I commanded them not.” Human sacrifices are everywhere forbidden in the Scriptures. God never even allowed for the possibility of such a thing. But Judah sacrificed humans, especially their children to Baal and the queen of heaven. God says of this that it was what he commanded them not, neither came it into his heart, which is not meant of his not commanding them thus to worship Moloch, this God had expressly forbidden them, but he had never commanded that his worshippers should be at such an expense, nor put such a force upon their natural affection, in honoring him; it never came into his heart to have children offered to him, yet they had forsaken his service for the service of such gods as, by commanding this, showed themselves to be indeed enemies to mankind. The destruction of Jerusalem appears here very terrible.
Judah refused to learn anything from experience. They set their own will against God’s will. They spurned the law of God. They walked in the imagination of their evil heart. They went backward, and not forward. They said they would obey God, they did the opposite. God sent his prophets to warn them and to threaten them, but they were as deaf to the prophets as they were to the law of God. And so judgment fell and the righteousness of God was sustained.
25-34. If the punishment meted out to Judah seemed greater than the iniquities, it should be remembered that God exercised patience and he sent servants and prophets against and again to warn Judah of the impending tragedy for an unrepentant people. 

Judah had defiled the temple of God, and in so doing defiled the God of the temple (1Cor. 6:16, 19). The altar called Topheth (meaning “fireplace” was set up in the Hinnom Valley, the valley where debris and rubbish from the city was thrown away. The altar was used to worship Molech, a god who required child sacrifice (2 Kings 23:10). Where the people had slain their children in sinful idol worship, they themselves would be slain. In America today this same human sacrifice and worship of Molech is known as the cremation of care at the Bohemian club in San Francisco.
That speaks misery enough in general; The Lord hath rejected and forsaken the generation of this wrath. Sin makes those the generation of God’s wrath that had been the generation of his love. Just as American was known many years ago as a Christian nation, but she is no more.  And God will reject and quite forsake those who have thus made themselves vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. He will disown them for his. "Verily, I say unto you, I know you not.’’ And he will give them up to the terrors of their own guilt, and leave them in those hands.
A loud call to weeping and mourning is gone out to Jerusalem, as it has gone out to America in our day that had been a joyous city, the joy of the whole earth, but must now take up a lamentation on high places, the high places where they had served their idols; there must they now bemoan their misery. In token both of sorrow and slavery, Jerusalem must now cut off her hair and cast it away; the word is peculiar to the hair of the Nazarites, which was the badge and token of their dedication to God, and it is called their crown. Jerusalem had been a city which was a Nazarite to God, as America had been to the free world, but now must cut off her hair, must be profaned, degraded, and separated from God, as she had been separated to him by rejecting God’s commandments. 
It is time for those that have lost their holiness to lay aside their joy.  Just cause given for this great lamentation. The sin of Jerusalem as we see today in America appears here very heinous, nowhere worse, or more exceedingly sinful. The heart is the place which God has chosen to put his name there; if sin have the innermost and uppermost place there, we pollute the temple of the Lord, and therefore he resents nothing more than setting up idols in the heart, (Ezek. 14:4), because the human heart is God’s Temple not the building. That they were very barbarous in it towards their own children, they have particularly built the high places of Tophet, where the image of Moloch was set up, in the valley of the son of Hinnom, adjoining to Jerusalem; and there they burnt their sons and their daughters in the fire, burnt them alive, killed them, and killed them in the most cruel manner imaginable, to honor to appease those idols that were devils and not gods. This was surely the greatest instance that ever was of the power of Satan in the children of disobedience, and of the degeneracy and corruption of the human nature. One would willingly hope that there were no many instances of such a barbarous idolatry; but it is amazing that there should be any, that men could be so perfectly void of natural affection as to do a thing so inhuman as to burn little innocent children, and their own too, that they should be so perfectly void of natural religion as to think it lawful to do this, nay, to think it acceptable. What is described here that was done at Tophet in Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s day, is still being done today in our cities in a more hidden and sophisticated way of the heathen sacrifice of children to Baal, the god of convenience!
Today “pro-choice” is America’s Tophet, a carefully devised phrase that was contrived to provoke our inward zeal for freedom and the civil right to make choices freely. Women who have been deceived into wrong choices and children who were never given any choice at all are the victims of pro-choice America. Due to pro-choice, millions of children are being slaughtered in the abortion chambers of the United States of America and in the so called Western World.  Of course, the leading cause of death in the U.S. is not what the American Medical Association (AMA) says it is, but rather, it is infanticide, known as abortion, which the AMA does not bother to list in its annual statistics. After searching 37,000 pages of the Annals of Congress, the Congressional Globe and the Congressional Record, Dr. John Coleman says he was not able to find anything in the Constitution that would legalize abortion. 
Abortion is a product of so-called “free love” which now permeates every corner of the United States. Women are murdering their babies at an alarming rate, and this unholy state of affairs must be halted, if America is to escape the judgment of God that hangs over her.
Surely it was in a way of righteous judgment for what happened to Judah, because they had changed the glory of God into the similitude of a beast, that God gave them up to such vile affections that changed them into worse than beasts. Has God given America up yet to her vile affections?  I believe American can still escaped the judgment of God that is hanging over her head, but will she listen, and repent. What God said to Judah, he says to all nations, that as for judgment he will judge everyone and nations according to their deeds, no more no less.
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