Sabbath Sermon of November 30, 2013
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Likens The Kingdom of Heaven Unto Ten Virgins

Matthew Chapter 25 – KJV Authorized
Jesus uses these illustrations or parables which teach Christians that they must be watchful and ready for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The foolish virgins were careless, assuming they had plenty of time to get ready when the event approached. 
The first parable is about a wedding. On the wedding day the bridegroom went to the bride’s house for the ceremony, then the bride and groom, along with a great parade, returned to the groom’s house where a feast took place, often lasting a full week. The virgins or bridesmaids were waiting for the parade, and they hoped to take part in the wedding banquet. But when the groom did not come at the expected time, five of them were out of lamp oil. By the time they had purchased extra oil, it was too late to join the feast. The warning in this message is for those who today claim to be Christians, to know that when Jesus comes to take his people to heaven we must be ready. Our message for the unbelieving world is that they should be prepared to meet Jesus, but for the Believers, they should have been ready yesterday. In the parable, if the light symbolically represents the Holy Spirit, then the oil represents the Word of God. The other five virgins were called foolish because if they had truly been schooled in the Word of God they would have learned that the bridegroom would come when the least expected, and would have purchased more oil yesterday not today when it will be too late to do so.
Spiritual preparation cannot be bought or borrowed at the last minute. Our relationship with God must be our own. After the door to the banquet is shut, and if you come knocking, the answer you will get is “I knew you not, or I have never known you.” It would not matter who is in there, your father, mother or relatives, brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, no one will respond to your knocking, even the Lord Jesus Christ himself the merciful, will not hear you at this time.  
During one of Jesus’ teachings, he was asked, Lord, are there few that be saved? And Jesus said unto them, “strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out (Luke 13:25-27).
The second parable or illustration teaches that God gives talents and abilities to men and women according to his good pleasure. Whether many or few, they are to be used properly. The servant with one talent failed to use properly what he had been given, then charged his master with greediness and cruelty. Jesus’ response to this senseless charge was that if the servant knew the master was rapacious, the least he could have done was put out the money at interest. All of us are responsible to use our “talents” with care and zeal. We are taught in the parable that every person is responsible for his or her own spiritual condition. The story of the talents shows the necessity of using well what God has entrusted to us. The Christian is taught in this parable to bear in mind that the most important thing God has entrusted to us besides our families is His Gospel by which we can show Him how much we love our neighbors. My friends, if you have the Word of God, you will be considered selfish if you do not share it, just like the man in the parable of the travelling master who gave talents to his servants. This is more reason Jesus says this, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9, 10). Jesus being the inevitable, meaning that everyone will have to deal with him to enter into the Kingdom of heaven. My friends, if Jesus will not introduce you to the Father when you get to the heavenly entrance door, how are you going to enter? Everyone that has entered into the Kingdom of God met with Jesus first (John 14:6).
15-23. In the second parable, the master divided the money or talents among his servants according to their abilities. No one received more or less than he or she could handle. God will not give any of us more work to do for him than we can handle. If anyone failed in his or her assignment, his or her excuse could not be that he or she was overwhelmed. Failure could come only from laziness or hatred for the master. The talents represent any kind of resource we are given. God gives us time, gifts, and other resources according to our abilities, and he expects us to invest them wisely until he returns. We are responsible to use well what God has given us. The issue is not how much we have but how well we use what we have. Jesus is coming back, we know this is true. Does this mean we should quit our jobs in order to serve God? No, it means we are to use our time, talents, and treasures diligently in order to serve God completely in whatever we do. For a few people, this may means changing professions. For most of us it means doing our daily work out of love for God.
24-30. The man described in the parable of the travelling master was thinking only of himself. He hoped to play it safe and protect himself from his hard taskmaster, but he was judged for his self-centeredness. We must not make excuses to avoid doing what God calls us to do. If God truly is our Master, we must obey willingly. Our time, abilities, and money are not ours in the first place, we are caretakers, not owners. When we ignore, squander, or abuse what we are given, we are rebellious and deserve to be punished. The parable describes the consequences of two attitudes towards Jesus Christ’s return. The person who diligently prepares for it by investing his time and talents to serve God will be rewarded. The person who has no heart for the work of the Kingdom of God will be punished. God reward faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God’s Kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful. 
31-46.  However, the application of that discourse, was, “Watch therefore, and be ye also ready.” Now, in prosecution of these serious awakening cautions, in this chapter we have three parables, the scope of which is the same—to quicken us all with the utmost care and diligence to get ready for Jesus Christ’s second coming, which, in all his farewells to his church, mention was made of, as in that before he died (John 14 verse 2), in that at his ascension (Acts. 1 verse 11), and in that at the shutting up of the canon of the scriptures, (Revelation 22 verse 20). Now it concerns us to prepare for Jesus Christ’s coming, that we may then be ready to attend upon him; and this is shown in the parable of the ten virgins (v. 1-13).  That we may then be ready to give our account to him; and this is shown in the parable of the three servants (v. 14-30). That we may then be ready to receive from him our final sentence, and that it may be to eternal life; and this is shown in a more plain description of the process of the last judgment (v. 31-46). These are things of awful consideration, because of everlasting concern to every one of us.
The parable of sheep and goats stresses the importance of serving others in need. No parable by itself completely describes our preparation. Instead, each paints one part of the whole picture. If you ask, if we are not to give up our jobs that we may serve God, where and how can we serve Him. Jesus tells us that the work of God is around us, because in our place of work or business, in the bus, train or in an airplane, in our neighborhood or where ever we live, is where those who thirsty for the Holy Spirit, the hungry for the Word of God, the naked because of their sinful lifestyle,  the imprisoned in their abomination, the lost in their fable minds and the deceived; is where people who we are to care for are found.  The work of God we must do is to bring them back home to the Father to be fed, covered and restored to their right minds. Jesus says, if we have done these things to his brethren, that we have done it to him. But who are his brethren? The Scripture tells us in John 3:16 that “God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Therefore, the whole world that God gave His son to die for is the whole humanity. In other words, the whole world of human beings is what Jesus meant when he said my brethren (v.40). 
If you ask why is the work of God so important to the Christian? Well the Scripture tells us that “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:2-3). So, if you would like to shine as the stars for ever and ever, you should better start doing the work of God.
Eternal punishment, or eternal death, results from the failure to seek the face of God and to embrace Jesus Christ as Savior (Romans 6 verses 16-21; 8 verse 13). It differs from physical death, which saved and unsaved alike experience. It comes in its final form at the last judgment (Revelation 20 verses 11-12). It is variously designated in Scripture as (1) “shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12 verse 2); (2) “destruction” (Romans 9 verse 22); (3) God’s terrible anger (1Thessolanians 1 verse 10); (4) “second death” (Revelation 2 verse 11); and (5) the place “where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9 verse 48). Jesus alone is the one through whom men and women may escape this awful end. (John 3 verse 16; 8 verse 51; Acts 4 verse 12).
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