Sabbath Sermon of November 28, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Everlasting Covenant through Jesus Christ

Isaiah Chapter 55

In the book of Jeremiah the Prophet speaks of the new contract or covenant between God and his people. Apostle Paul refers to this covenant saying that people are brought to God individually. Nowhere is God said to save nations as such. However, God did choose Israel and used that nation to be a channel for his purposes. But each Israelite was saved or lost depending upon his or her personal response to God’s good news and provision for redemption (Ezekiel 9:1-7). God’s new Israel that has been established through the Deliverer in the person of Jesus Christ who brought the new covenant, is made up of all the redeemed from every tribe, nation, kindred, and tongue (Jeremiah 31:31; John 10:7-18). 
World religions are like food which costs money; it lasts only a short time, and meets physical needs, but cannot save the soul. But God offers in Jesus Christ free nourishment that feeds our soul. Therefore, those who wish to have their souls fed and nourished on earth and everlastingly, must come to God Almighty, listen, seek, and call upon Him (Hebrew 11:6). God’s salvation is freely offered, but to nourish your soul, you must eagerly receive it. No doubt, you will starve spiritually without this food as surely as you will starve physically without your daily bread.

Paul warns that as concerning the Gospel, those who would cling to the old covenant after the new has been given, will speak and act as enemies against the new covenant. Although God chose the house of Jacob for his purposes and gave them his covenant, but pride in their election while lacking in their fear of God and the knowledge of the purposes of God; they could not enter into his rest. Some of them, especially those who have assumed their place in our time, have set themselves against the Gospel of God Almighty now. Paul says that this will last only until all of the non-Israelites have come to Jesus Christ their King.  Thereafter will all Israel at heart be saved (Romans 11:25, 26; Zechariah 12:10). 
Even the Khazarians who today have assumed the place of the children of Jacob known as Jews, themselves are no better than the people of Israel of old who were foolish to act as if they knew what God is thinking and planning. Their zeal to fill the shoes of Jacob although is a very noble and admirable thing to do, but like the old Israelites, they have also missed the mark; in that they have also adopted the same idolatrous form of worship, a religion that has Kabala as its soul. God’s knowledge and wisdom are far greater than man’s. It would be foolish to try to fit God into our mold, to make his plans and purpose conform to ours. Instead, we must strive to fit into his plans. 
The people of old Israel had the habit of blaming God’s judgment on their fathers. But although one person’s sin does affect other people, but all people are still held personally accountable for the sin in their own lives (Jeremiah 31: 29-30; Deuteronomy 24:16; Ezekiel 18:2). Here in Jeremiah 31:31 we learn of the extraordinary provision of the new covenant God gave through Jesus Christ the Deliverer. He puts his laws in the minds and in the hearts of those who believe in the deliver who brings God’s new covenant for all people and nations. Under the new covenant our minds are renewed to remember, hearts to love, conscience to recognize, courage to profess, and the power to put all these things required of us into practice. He is our God and we are his people, and our sins are remembered against us no more (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
The old contract was the covenant of Law between God and Israel which they could not keep. The new and better way is the covenant of grace in which Jesus Christ offer to forgive our sins and bring us to God through his sacrificial death. This covenant is new in extent that it goes beyond Israel and Judah to all the Gentile nations (John 10:16-18). It is new in application, because it is written in our hearts and minds. It offers a new way to forgiveness; not through animal sacrifice but through faith. My friend, you ought to enter into this new agreement while it is still being offered, and begin walking in the better way.
1-6. Therefore, whoever is thirsty is invited to come. In its larger context, this obviously is the invitation to come to Jesus Christ. He is the fountain opened for our sins, and the rock smitten for our salvation. Whoever thirsts and drinks of him finds that there are living waters and healing power in the Savior’s blood. How long will the new covenant last? Prophet Daniel was told that in the days of the kings as was shown to Nebuchadnezzar, God will set up a Kingdom, which shall never be destroyed, that is, for everlasting. The Kingdom of God, which exists spiritually at present in the hearts of God’s people, will then exist literally, and Jesus Christ the Rock, will defeat the enemy who has taken over the kingdoms and who exercises world rule and political supremacy (Daniel 2:44-45).
God says to call upon him while he is near you before it is too late. Like they say life is short; it is usually over by the time you realize it.  God has always been near you, but just that you keep moving away from him or erecting barriers between yourself and him. He has not stopped knocking on the door of your heart to be let in. My friend, shouldn’t you answer to his knocking on the door of your heart today, do not wait until you have drifted far away from God to seek him. Turning to God later in life after you have wasted valuable years of your life may be more difficult. Do not wait until God comes to judge the earth before you decide to seek him. My friend, do it now before it is too late. Salvation will not be available on the day Jesus returns. To travel with him to meet the Almighty Father in heaven, you must have already been saved before his return, or you will not be welcomed to the place he has gone to prepare for those who believe in him (John 14:1-3).
7-10. “Let the wicked forsake his way for God will abundantly pardon. A pardon is a remission of the penalty for one’s transgression. Only God Almighty can issue a pardon, while the assurance of the pardon may be communicated to people by the true agents of God. In order to receive a pardon the guilty one must do the following: acknowledge his or her guilt and transgression, forsake his or her wickedness, that is, repent and turn to God Almighty who alone can grant the pardon. God’s mercy is always available and a pardon assured when people repent and turn to God. God’s ways and thoughts are immutable, that is, unchangeable. He is the same yesterday and forever.
11-13. The word that comes from the mouth of God is efficacious in nature and among people. Whatever it is sent to do, it will do. The promise of mercy and grace will not lack anything in their fulfillment. But the word is sent on different errands. The same word that is a savor of life unto life for some is the savor of death unto death for others. It convinces the conscience and softens the heart in some; it sears the conscience and hardens the heart in others. It is therefore either the converting or the condemning word, leading to heaven or to hell (John 3:16-21).
Jesus who bore the sins of the world will win an incontestable victory and will exercise a universal dominion over all things. Because Jesus Christ conquered, his redeemed become more than conquerors through him who loved them and gave himself to them. This shall be for an everlasting sign, that is, the redemption of all who believe shall be a ratification of those promises that relate to gospel times. The accomplishment of the predictions relating to that great deliverance would be a pledge and earnest of the performance of all the other promises; for thereby it shall appear that he is faithful who has promised. It shall be a representation of the blessings promised and a type and figure of them. First, Gospel grace will set those at liberty that were in bondage to sin and Satan. They shall go out and be led forth. Jesus Christ shall make them free, and then they shall be free indeed. Secondly, it will fill those with joy that were melancholy. Psalm 14:7, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. The earth and the inferior part of the creation shall share in the joy of this salvation, Psalm 94:11, 12. Thirdly, it will make a great change in men’s characters. 

Those that were as thorns and briers, good for nothing but the fire, nasty, hurtful and vexatious, shall become graceful and useful as the fir-tree and the myrtle-tree. Thorns and briers came in with sin and were the fruits of the curse, Genesis 3:18. The raising of pleasant trees in the room of them signifies the removal of the curse of the law and the introduction of Gospel blessings. The church’s enemies were as thorns and briers; but, instead of them, God will raise up friends to be her protection and ornament. God will make the world to grow better; instead of a generation of thorns and briers. God shall make to come up a generation of fir-trees and myrtles; the children shall be wiser and better than the parents. And, fourthly, in all this God shall be glorified. It shall be to him for a name, by which he will be made known and praised, and by it the people of God shall be encouraged. It shall be for an everlasting sign of God’s favor to them, assuring them that, though it may for a time be clouded, it shall never be cut off. The covenant of grace is an everlasting covenant; for the present blessings of it are signs of everlasting ones.
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