Sabbath Sermon of November 18, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Parable of Two Banquets
Proverbs Chapter 9

In this chapter of the Proverbs two banquets are given by two women. One is Lady Wisdom, the other is Lady Dame Folly.  Wisdom and foolishness are portrayed here as rival young women, each preparing a banquet or feast and inviting people to it. But wisdom is a responsible woman of character, while foolishness is a prostitute serving stolen food. Wisdom appeals first to the mind, foolishness to the senses. 
It is easier to excite the senses, but the pleasures of foolishness are temporary. By contrast, the satisfaction that Wisdom brings lasts forever. True wisdom consists in the fear of the LORD God Almighty. It comes about when the head is filled with knowledge of the things of God Almighty given to us by revelation. This knowledge has come to people through the prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

The seven pillars are figurative, and they represent completeness and perfection in the Scripture. In other words, Wisdom lacks nothing, it is complete and perfect. Wisdom house of seven pillars is made up of her teachings. The seven refers to God Almighty’s holy place that consists of the instructions we find in the Word of God Almighty, and to Folly’s house high on a hill, contrasts different temples. The Temple of God Almighty and its worship of God Almighty stresses the blessing of life that comes to those who search it out (Psalm 15:24). The temples of the cult prostitutes and their sexual rites confer only death on their devotees. 
The banquet described here has some interesting parallels to the words of Jesus in one of his parables in Luke 14:15-24. In the parable we read Jesus’ words against seeking status, and in favor of hard work and even suffering. As Christians we are not to lose sight of the purpose of all our humility and self-sacrifice, a joyful banquet with our LORD God Almighty! God Almighty never asks us to suffer for the sake of suffering. He never asks us to give up something good unless he plans to replace it with something even better. He is not calling us to join him in a labor camp but in a feast, the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9), when God Almighty and his beloved Church will be joined forever (Luke 14:15-24). 
Jesus gave this teaching to get everyone to think through their enthusiasm for him. He encourages the superficial either to go deeper or to turn back. Following Jesus Christ means total submission to him, perhaps even death in the flesh. Many may intent to go, but they never make it because they get sidetracked by other activities that seem more important at the time. My friends do not let anything become more important than your search for God’s Almighty wisdom.

If you do not know whether you are a scorner or wise person, you can tell by the way you respond to criticism. Instead of tossing back a quick put-down or clever retort when rebuked, listen to what is being said. Learn from godly critics, this is the path to wisdom. Wisdom begins with knowing God Almighty. He gives insight into living because he created life. To know God Almighty is not just to know the facts about him, but to stand in awe of him and have a relationship with him as your Father. 

 If you ask, “How can I get this wisdom? My friends, Get to know God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ better and better; that’s the way to go. Wisdom begins with respect for God Almighty, leads the right living, and results in increased ability to tell right from wrong. God Almighty is willing to give you this wisdom, but you will be unable to receive it if your goals are self-centered instead of God-centered. To learn God Almighty’s will you need to read His Word and ask him to show you how to obey it. Then you must do what he tells you to do.
Many believers want more of God Almighty’s grace and peace, but they are unwilling to put forth the effort to get to know him better through Bible Study and prayer. To enjoy the privileges God Almighty is offering you freely, you have to continue getting to know him better and with complete trust. The power to lead a godly life does not come from within you, but from God Almighty (John 14:15-19). Because we do not have the resources to live full of “glory and virtue,” God Almighty makes us “partakers of the divine nature” to keep us from sin and help us live for him. When we are born again, God Almighty by his Spirit empowers us with his own goodness.
10-14. “He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow.” Now you know why our nation’s New World Order leaders wink their eyes, because they are prating fools who cause sorrows. These verses describe the feast of folly in which they not only wrong themselves, but wrong God Almighty, and wrong their fellow human beings by sitting down at the wicked prostitute’s table. There is something hypnotic and intoxicating about wickedness. One sin leads the sinner to want more: sinful behavior to those that perish seems more exciting than the “boring” Christian life of righteousness. That is why many people put aside all thought of wisdom’s sumptuous banquet in order to eat the stolen food of foolishness offered by the wicked prostitute. My friends do not be deceived; sin is a very dangerous practice. Before reaching for forbidden fruit, take a long look at what happens to those who eat it.
The Advantages of this wisdom she says are: "By me thy days shall be multiplied. It will contribute to the health of thy body, and so the years of thy life on earth shall be increased, while people’s folly and intemperance shorten their days. It will bring you to heaven, and there your days shall be multiplied in infinitum—to infinity, and the years of your life shall be increased without end.’’

The happiness of those that embrace it: "If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself; thou wilt be the gainer by it, not Lady Wisdom.’’ Without this wisdom, people cannot be profitable to themselves and cannot please God Almighty. It is to our own good that we are thus courted to come to her table and feast, for she is from everlasting. "Thou wilt not leave the gain to others’’ as you will do with your worldly wealth when you die, which is therefore called another man’s (Luke 16:12; Ecclesiastes (5, 6), "but thou shalt carry it with thee into eternity with Jesus.’’ Those that are wise for their souls are wise for themselves, for the soul is the real person; nor do any consult their own true interest but those that are truly faithful in the things of God Almighty.

The shame and ruin of those that slight Lady Wisdom: "If thou scornest Wisdom’s proffer or offer, thou alone shalt bear it.’’  Thou shalt bear the blame of it.’’ Meaning those that are good must thank God Almighty, but those that are wicked may thank themselves. God Almighty will neither condone nor be glorified in your sin; for he is not the author of sin. Satan can only tempt, he cannot force you to do anything; but wicked companions, that is, bad people are his instruments; so that the entire fault must lie on the sinner himself or herself for whom they listen to and the choices they make. "Thou shalt bear the loss of that which thou scornest. In other words, it will be to your own destruction; your blood will be upon your own head, and the consideration of this will aggravate your condemnation. Here Lady Wisdom calls you her son or daughter, to remember, that you hadst this fair offer made thee, and thou wouldst not accept it; thou stoodest fair for life, but didst choose death rather.’’ Meaning, to remember this offer made to you, and you would not accept it; you have been given an opportunity choose life, but instead you have chosen death by sitting at the table of the foolish prostitute.
13-18. We have heard and read what Jesus Christ has to say, to engage our affections to God Almighty and his godliness, and one would think the whole world would go after him for this truth. But here we are told how industrious the tempter or Satan is to seduce unwary souls into the paths of sin, and with the most people he succeeds very easily, and Wisdom’s courtship is not listened to and therefore not effectual in the lives of many.
 
Now, if you ask, “Who is the tempter” it is a foolish woman, or should we say the prostitutes, because today we have both female and male prostitutes in Obama’s America. Folly themselves, are the prostitutes in opposition to Wisdom. Carnal sensual pleasure we take to be especially meant by this foolish woman; for that is the great enemy to virtue and inlet to vice; that defiles and debauches the mind, stupefies conscience, and puts out the sparks of conviction, more than any thing else. This instrument of temptation spoken of as the tempter described here appears to be very ignorant of the consequences her lifestyle brings: She is simple and knows nothing, that is, she has no sufficient solid reason to offer. Whenever she gets dominion in a soul, she works out all the knowledge of holy things to make sure they are lost and forgotten from the person who had them. She offers whoredom, and wine, and new wine, which takes away the heart; they besot people, and make fools of them.  
Very importunate, meaning the less she has to offer that which is rational the more violent and pressing she is, and carries the day often by dint or mischievous of impudence, that is, lacking modesty. She is clamorous and noisy, in that she is continually haunting young people with her enticements. She sits at the door of her house, watching for a prey; not as Lady Wisdom at her tent-door, seeking an opportunity to do good. Lady Dame Folly sits on a seat on a throne, so the word signifies in the high places of the city, welcoming those who are debtors to the flesh, to live after the flesh. In the high places of the city, there she gains upon many more by pretending to be fashionable than by pretending to be agreeable. 
"Do not all persons of rank and figure in the world’’ like to give themselves a greater liberty than the strict laws of virtue allow; and why shouldst thou humble thyself so far as to be cramped by them?’’ Thus the tempter appears to seem both kind and great.  Meaning, since people everywhere in the world would like to do what they desire without restrictions, therefore, the same tempter, satan the devil who tempted Eve gives them his law which is “Do as thou wilt, for that is the law.” To the people in the world Satan the devil is both kind and great with his laws: “Anything goes, and no more sin, no Day of Judgment.”
Who are the tempted? Young people who have been well educated; these Lady Folly will triumph most in being their ruin. What their real character is to her: they are passengers that go right on their ways, that have been trained up in the paths of faith in God Almighty and virtue and set out very hopefully and well, that seemed determined and designed for good, and are not as that young man in Proverbs 7:8, going the way to her house. Such as these she has a design upon, and lays snares for, and uses all her arts, all her charms, to pervert them. However, if they go right on, and will not look towards her, she will call after them, so urgent are these temptations. 

How does Lady Folly represent them? She calls them simple and wanting understanding, and therefore courts them to her school of fornication, that they may be cured of the restraints and formalities of their faith. This is the method of the stage which is too close an exposition of this paragraph, where the sober young man, that has been virtuously educated, is the fool in the play, and the plot is to make him seven times more a child of hell than his profane companions, under color of polishing and refining him, and setting him up for a wit and a beau. This is how men in secret societies are made better idolaters. What is justly charged upon sin and impiety, that it is folly, is here very unjustly retorted or hurl back upon the ways of virtue; but the Day of Judgment will declare who are the prating fools. 
What is the temptation? Stolen waters are sweet. It is to water and bread, and this is pretended to be more sweet and pleasant than common, for it is stolen water and bread eaten in secret, with a fear of being discovered. The pleasures of prohibited lusts are boasted of as more relishing than those of prescribed love; and dishonest gain is preferred to that which is justly gotten. Now this argues, not only a bold contempt, but an impudent defiance of God Almighty’s law, in that the waters are sweeter for being stolen and come at by breaking through the hedge of the divine command for human nature is prone to what is forbidden. 
This spirit of contradiction we inherited from our first parents, who thought the forbidden tree of all others a tree to be desired. The bread is eaten in secret, for fear of discovery and punishment, and the sinner takes a pride in having so far baffled his  convictions, and triumphed over them, that, notwithstanding that fear, he dares commit the sin, and can make himself believe that, being eaten in secret, it shall never be discovered or known. Sweetness and pleasantness constitute the bait; but, by the tempter’s own showing, even that is so absurd, and has such allays or make quiet, that it is a wonder how it can have any influence upon men that pretend to reason. 
An effectual antidote against the temptation, in a few words. You must know that he that so far wants understanding as to be drawn aside by these enticements is led on, ignorantly, to his own inevitable ruin: He knows not, will not believe, does not consider, the tempter will not let him know, that the dead are there, that those who live in pleasure are dead while they live, dead in trespasses and sins. Terrors attend these pleasures like the terrors of death itself. 
It was this that ruined the sinners of the old world, and will ruin sinners of our time. Her guests, that are treated with those stolen waters, are not only in the highway to hell and at the brink of it, but they are already in the depths of hell, under the power of sin, led captive by Mr. Sin also known as Satan at his will, and ever and anon or soon lashed by the terrors of their own consciences, which are a hell upon earth. The depths of Satan are the depths of hell. Remorseless sin is remediless ruin; it is the bottomless pit already. Thus does the Word of God show the hook; those that believe the Scripture will not meddle with the bait. “The baits are all around you my son” says Lady Wisdom.
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