Sabbath Sermon of May 25, 2013.

By Re. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Story of Creation

Genesis Chapter 1

Genesis is the first of the five books of the Old Testament to which the title Pentateuch has been applied. They are also known as the Law or the Books of Moses. The book of Genesis sets the scene for the entire Bible. Without it the reader would not know some of the most important happenings in the history of the world. In the book of Genesis we read about the people of God who are unselfish, heroic, and faithful. Others are guilty of trickery, deception, fraud and unfaithfulness. The characters are pictured as they really are, not as we wish they might have been. Perhaps most important of all, Genesis reveals that God chose to make himself know to us without which self-revelation of the true knowledge of God would be impossible to attain. It is the story of God reaching down to sinful people, not of sinful people reaching up to God. In other words, religion is man’s way of trying to reach God, but in his Son Jesus has God revealed himself to the world. That he or she who believeth on Jesus is not condemned; but he or she that believeth not is condemned already, because this person has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God (John 3 verses 15 to 18).
In the first chapter of Genesis we are introduced to Monotheism, the belief in one God, which has existed from time immemorial even in the earliest religions. This view is the opposite of the modern notion that the idea of God evolved from a primitive animism, to polytheism to henotheism (the worship of one god without denying the existence of other gods), to monotheism. Most prominent writings on the subject strongly support primitive monotheism, while polytheism (belief in or worship of more than one god) and lower view of God point to retrogression, explained by the advent of sin and the spiritual decline which followed. In Romans 1 verses 19 to 23, Apostle Paul summarizes for us the tragic devolution from monotheism. Paul says that retrogression not progression occurred after the fall. People turned from monotheism to polytheism. They turned from God to idols, from purity to adultery, fornication and perverse sins against nature itself.  We can find the belief in the worship of many gods and deities today in the Catholic religion and in all other religions of the world, excepting Christianity which of course, is not a religion, but a relationship with Jesus Christ (Colossians 2 verse 18, 19; Ephesians 4 verse 14).
2-4. “The earth was without form,” the earth was or, “the earth became a shapeless, chaotic mass,” or “shapeless and void.” the face of the waters, or, “over the cloud of darkness, or, “over the darkness and waters,” or even “over the dark gaseous mass.” There is probably no “correct way to translate these words. The image of the Spirit of God moving over the waters is similar to a bird caring for and protecting its young (Deuteronomy 32 verses 11 and 12; Isaiah 31 verse 5). God’s Spirit was actively involved in the creation of the world.
The Genesis account of creation is only one of the many existing records of the beginning. While there may be similarities to the biblical account, the other creation narratives are marked by polytheism, strange monsters, animal gods, impossible cosmology, and crude myths. The Babylonian and Assyrian stories are among the oldest and do no more than show that behind these accounts there was a creation. The Genesis account is unique in that it comes to us from God by revelation through the pen of the sacred writer, prophet Moses with whom God spoke face to face and mouth to mouth (Deuteronomy 34 verse 10; Numbers 12 verse 8). 
The story of creation teaches us much about God and ourselves. First we learn about God: He is creative; (2) as the Creator he is distinct from his creation; (3) he is eternal and in control of the world. Second, we learn about ourselves (1) Since God chose to create us, we are valuable in his eyes; (2) we are given a place above the animals and above everything he had created.                                                                                  
If you ask, “Did God create the world? If so, just how did he do it?” This is still a subject of great debate. Some say there was a sudden explosion and the universe appeared. Others say God started it, and the rest evolved over billions of years. Almost every ancient pagan religion has its own story to explain how the world came to be. And almost every scientist has an opinion or theory on the origin of the universe. But only the Bible shows the supreme God creating the earth out of his great love and giving all people a special place in it. We will never know all the answers to how God created the world, but the Bible tells us that God did create it. That fact gives worth and dignity to all people.
The basic question is whether matter is eternal or came into being sometime in the past. The biblical account makes it clear that God, who is Spirit created matter by the word of his power. He made all things, so that nothing was made without him, and in him all things hang together. Matter was made by God out of nothing. If you ask, how long did it take God to create the world? God said “Let there be light. Before the sun and moon were created, there was light.  It was proper that the light, by means of which the world was to be adorned with such excellence beauty, should be first created. Therefore, the Lord by the very order of creation, bears witness that he holds in his hand the light, which he is able to impart to us without the sun and moon. We know this because in the New Jerusalem the sun and moon are not needed: “the Lamb is the light thereof” (Revelation 21 verse 23).
5-7.  And the evening and morning were the first day, that is, twelve hours of night and twelve hours of day, together they formed the first day. There are two views about the six days of creation; one holds that “days” were literal twenty-four-hour period, the other that each “day” consisted of an extended period of time. But out of the two views about the six days creation period, the long-day view suffers from some grave problem, because if the seventh day was a long period of time, verses 2 and 3, which speaks of the Sabbath, which can only be a twenty-four hour day, becomes meaningless. Moreover, if man goes back millions of years, biblical chronology is seriously askew. In response to the claim of scientists that the earth is millions or billions of years old, some Christians assert that there is a gap between chapter 1 verse 1 and chapter 1 verse 2. In other words, the account of the war in which Satan and his angels were defeated, was not revealed to Moses, but was revealed by Jesus Christ to John.  In this view the first creation was totally destroyed during the war which led to Satan’s fall; “and that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.“ Therefore, the six days were really a re-creation based on what is described in Revelation 12 verses 7 and 9.  The six day view of twenty four hour day appears to have lesser problem, especially in light of the fact that time in God’s scale differs markedly from time in our scale for “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and thousand years as one day (Peter 3 verse 8).
8-15. We have here an account of the second day’s work, the creation of the firmament, and the command of God concerning it: Let there be a firmament, an expansion, so the Hebrew word (raqiya) signifies, like a sheet spread, or a curtain drawn out. This includes all that is visible above the earth, between it and the third heavens: the air serving as the support between the waters above and below; its higher, middle, and lower, regions—the celestial globe, and all the spheres and orbs of light above: it reaches as high as the place where the stars are fixed, for that is called here the firmament of heaven (verses 14 and 15), and as low as the place where the birds fly, for that also is called the firmament of heaven. When God had made the light, he appointed the air to be the receptacle and vehicle of its beams, and to be as a medium of communication between the invisible and the visible world; for, though between heaven and earth there is an inconceivable distance, yet there is not an impassable gulf, as there is between heaven and hell. This firmament is not a wall of partition, but a way of communion (Job. 26 verse 7; 37 verse 18; Ps. 104 verse 3; Amos 9 verse 6). The creation of it, lest it should seem as if God had only commanded it to be done, and some one else had done it, he adds, and God made the firmament. What God requires of us he himself works in us, or it is not done. He that commands faith, holiness, and love, creates them by the power of his grace going along with his word, that he may have all the praise. The Lord gives what he commands, and then commands what he pleases. “And the evening and the morning were the second day, i.e., “this all happened on the second day.” So also for verse 13, the third day; verse 19, the fourth day; verse 23, the fifth day; verse 31, the sixth day.
16-25. And God made two great lights, i.e., the sun and the moon. Since the creation of plants and other vegetation preceded this fourth day creative act, we can see that as light would make vegetation to grow and flower. They were to reproduce themselves. Thus, the creation of male and female existed before the creation of Adam and Eve. The sexes are God’s order for all created things.

26. “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” Let us make man, Adam means “mankind - he who gives seed” and Eve means “she who brings life.”   That man was made last of all the creatures, that it might not be suspected that he had been, any way, a helper to God in the creation of the world: that question must be for ever humbling and mortifying to him, "Where was thou, or any of thy kind, when I laid the foundations of the earth?" (Job 38 verse 4). Man, as soon as he was made, had the whole visible creation before him, both to contemplate and to take the comfort. Man was made the same day that the beasts were, because his body was made of the same earth with theirs; and, while he is in the body, he inhabits the same earth with them. God forbid that by indulging the body and the desires of it we should make ourselves like the beasts that perish!  The man’s creation was a more signal and immediate act of divine wisdom and power than that of the other creatures. The narrative of it is introduced with something of solemnity, and a manifest distinction from the rest.
    “Let us make man,” for whose sake the rest of the creatures were made: this is a work we must take into our own hands.’’ In the former God speaks as one having authority, in this as one having affection; for his delights were with the sons of men, (Prov. 8 verse 31). It should seem as if this were the work which he longed to be at; as if he had said, "Having at last settled the preliminaries, let us now apply ourselves to the business, Let us make man.’’ Man was to be a creature different from all that had been hitherto made. Flesh and spirit, heaven and earth, must be put together in him, and he must be allied to both worlds. And therefore God himself not only undertakes to make him, but is pleased so to express himself as if he called a council to consider of the making of him: Let us make man. The three persons of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, consult about it and concur in it, because man, when he was made, was to be dedicated and devoted to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Into that great name we are, with good reason, baptized, for to that great name we owe our being. 
That man was made in God’s image and after his likeness, two words to express the same thing and making each other the more expressive; image and likeness denote the like image, the nearest resemblance of any of the visible creatures. Man was not made in the likeness of any creature that went before him, but in the likeness of his Creator; yet still between God and man there is an infinite distance. Instead, we are reflections of God’s Glory. God is sinless, eternal, and unlimited. Although we are given the potential to be sinless and eternal, but we have come short. Jesus Christ only is the express image of God’s person, as the Son of his Father, having the same nature. We will never be totally like God because he is our Supreme Creator.  Our best hope is to reflect his character in our love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, and faithfulness. It is only some of God’s honor that is put upon man, who is God’s image only as the shadow in the glass, or the king’s impress upon the coin. Knowing that we are made in God’s image and thus share many of his characteristics provides a solid basis for self-worth. Human worth is not defined by possessions, achievments, physical attractiveness, or public acclaim. Instead it comes from being made in God’s image. Because we are like God we can feel positive about ourselves.

God’s image upon man consists in these three things: in his nature and constitution, not those of his body, for God has not a body, but those of his soul. This honor indeed God has put upon the body of man, that the Word was made flesh, the Son of God was clothed with a body like ours and will shortly clothe ours with a glory like that of his. And this we may safely say, That he by whom God made the worlds, not only the great world, but man the little world, formed the human body, at the first, according to the platform he designed for himself in the fullness of time in the person of Jesus Christ. But it is the soul, the great soul, of man, that does especially bear God’s image. The soul is a spirit, an intelligent immortal spirit, an influencing active spirit, herein resembling God, the Father of Spirits, and the soul of the world.  So, knowing that you are persons of infinite worth gives us the freedom to love God, know him personally, and make a valuable contribution to those around us.     
The Bible tells us how God created the world, but there is this other question people ask all the time: Who created God? To ask that question, we have to assume there was another creator before God. At some time, however, we are forced to stop asking that question and realize that there had to be some things which have always existed. God is that infinite Being who has always been and who was created by no one. Without faith, this might be difficult for some to understand because finite minds cannot comprehend the infinite. For example, if we cannot explain or know what is the highest number, likewise, we must stop thinking of the infinite God in finite terms.    
27-31. God made both man and woman in his image. Neither the man nor woman is made more in the image of God than the other. From the beginning the Bible places both man and woman at the pinnacle of creation. Neither sex is exalted, and neither is depreciated, but not until after the fall did God say this to the woman: “thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3 verse 16).               
To have dominion over something is to have absolute authority and control over it. God has ultimate dominion over the earth, and he exercises his authority with loving care. When God delegated some of his authority to the human race, he expected us to take responsibility for everything he has placed under our control: the environment and the other creatures that inhabit our planet. We must not be careless as we fulfill his charges. Like the creator, we should care for the earth responsibly and lovingly.
God was pleased with all he created, for he saw that it was very good. You and I are part of God’s creation, and he is pleased with how he made us. If at times you feel worthless or of little value, remember that God made you for a good reason. Every one of us is most valuable to him.  If you are still not sure how valuable you are to God, read the prayer offered by Jesus on your behalf in John 17, and understand the heart of your Father in heaven towards you.
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