Sabbath Sermon of May 24, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Teaching Sound Doctrine

“But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine,” Paul commands Titus to preach and teach sound doctrine to old men, old women, young women, who will be taught by the old ones, and young men too. But faith without works is dead. Titus must therefore do good works and thus be a model against whom no charges of hypocrisy can be leveled. Titus also is charged to speak to servants, outlining to them their duties according to the biblical pattern. 
In most churches there are people of all ages. This makes the church strong, but it also brings potential for problems. So Paul gave Titus counsel on how to help various types of people. The older people should teach the younger by words and by example. All believers should live obediently, resisting the pagan influences of their culture and society as well as false teaching. Here Paul emphasizes on “Sound doctrine” in his instructions to Titus. This is the content of the faith. Believers must be grounded in the truths of Scripture, then they would not be swayed by the powerful oratory of the false teachers, the possible devastation of tragic circumstances, or the pull of emotions. You are to learn the Word, that is, what Jesus said, study the Word, and apply biblical principles to your life, and do what you learn if you are to go to heaven with Jesus when he returns.
The true doctrines of the gospel are sound doctrines, formally and effectively; they are in themselves good and holy, and make the believers so; they make them fit for, and vigorous in the service of God. Ministers of the Gospel must be careful to teach only such truths. If the common talk of Christians must be uncorrupt, to the use of edifying, such as may minister grace to the hearers (Ephesians 4:29), much more must ministers’ preaching be such. Thus the apostle exhorts Titus generally: and then. Specially and particularly, he instructs him to apply this sound doctrine to several sorts of persons. Ministers must not stay in generals, but must divide to everyone his or her portion, what belongs to his or her age, or place, or condition of life; they must be particular as well as practical in their preaching; they must teach men  and women their duties, and must teach all and each his or her duty.
How can someone be “strong” in grace? Grace means “undeserved favor.” Just as we are saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8, 9), we should live by grace (Colossians 2:6). This means trusting completely in Jesus Christ and his power, not trying to live the Christian life in our strength. Depending on and living in grace stands in sharp contrast to the world’s values, and in contrast to those like Phygellus and Hermogenes who deserted Paul and the faith. We become Christians through God’s unmerited grace, not as the result of any effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our part. However, out of gratitude for this free gift, we will seek to help and serve others with kindness, charity, and goodness, and not merely please ourselves. While no action or ”work” we do can help us obtain salvation, God’s intention is that our salvation will result in acts of service. We are not saved merely for our own benefit but to serve Jesus Christ and build up his Church on earth by sharing our faith with others that they may also be saved.
Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life is the beginning of life with Jesus. But you must continue to follow his leadership by being rooted, built up, and established in the faith. Every day he desires to guide you and help you with your daily problems. You can live for Jesus Christ by (1) committing your life and submitting your will to him (Romans 12:1-2); (2) seeking to learn from him, his life, and his teachings (Colossians 3:16); and (3) recognizing the Holy Spirit’s power in you (Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22).

4-12. Wives have certain obligations to their husbands. Among them are: (1) to love them (2) to live with their husbands until death (Romans 7:2, 3); (3) to obey or be submissive to their husbands (Ephesians 5:22); (4) to respect their husbands (Ephesians 5:33); and (5) to respond their husbands needs vice versa (1Corinthians 7:3-5). In other words, women who are new Christians are to learn how to have harmony in their home by watching older women who had been Christians for some time. We have the same need today in the Church as the Antichrist system approaches, known as the New World Order. Younger wives and mothers should learn to live in a Christian manner, loving their husbands and caring for their children, through observing exemplary women of God. If you are of an age or in a position where people look up to you, can you be confident that your example is motivating younger believers to live in a way that honors God? Wives are to love their husbands because their husbands loved them first, and chose to spend the rest of their lives with them.
In Ephesians 5:23 we read that the husband is the head of the wife. The metaphor is taken from the head in the natural body, which, being the seat of reason, of wisdom, and of knowledge, and the fountain of sense and motion, is more excellent than the rest of the body. God has given the man the pre-eminence and a right to direct and govern by creation, and in that original law of the relation, “Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3:16). Whatever there is of uneasiness in this, it is an effect of sin coming into the world. Generally, too, the man has what he ought to have superiority in wisdom and knowledge. He is therefore the head, even as Jesus Christ is the head of the church. There is a resemblance of Jesus Christ’s authority over the church in that superiority and headship which God has appointed to the husband. The apostle adds, and he is the Savior of the body. Jesus Christ’s authority is exercised over the church for the saving of her from evil, and the supplying of her with everything good for her. In like manner should the husband be employed for the protection and comfort of his wife; and therefore she should the more cheerfully submit herself unto him. So it follows, therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, with cheerfulness, with fidelity, with humility, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything—in everything to which their authority justly extends itself, in everything lawful and consistent with duty to God. The duty of husbands on the other hand, is to love their wives; for without this they would abuse their superiority and headship, and, wherever this prevails as it ought to do, it will infer the other duties of the relation, it being a special and peculiar affection that is required in her behalf. 
The love of Christ to the church is proposed as an example of this, which love of his is a sincere, a pure, an ardent, and constant affection, and that notwithstanding the imperfections and failures that she is guilty. The greatness of his love to the church appeared in his giving himself unto the death for it. As the church’s subjection to Christ is proposed as an exemplar to wives, so the love of Jesus Christ to his church is proposed as a pattern to husbands; and while such exemplars are offered to both, and so much is required of each, neither has reason to complain of the divine injunctions. The love which God requires from the husband on behalf of his wife will make amends for the subjection which he demands from her to her husband; and the prescribed subjection of the wife will be an abundant return for that love of the husband which God has made her due.
The advice Paul gives to young men is very important. In ancient Greek society, the role of the husband/father was not viewed as a nurturing role but merely a functional one. Many young men today have been raised in families where fathers have neglected their responsibilities to their wives and children. Husbands and fathers who are good examples of Christian living are extremely important role models for young men who need to see how it is done. Paul urged Titus to be a good example to those around him so that others might see Titus’s good deeds and imitate him. Paul’s life would give his words greater impact. If you want someone to act a certain way, be sure that you live that way yourself. Then you will earn the right to be heard.

Paul counseled Titus to be”sound” that is to be sensible and reasonable in his conversation and to avoid criticism. Such conversation comes from careful Bible study and listening before speaking. This is especially important when teaching or confronting others about spiritual or moral issues. If we are impulsive, unreasonable, and confusing, we are likely to start arguments rather than to convince people of the truth. Therefore, let young and old, men and women, masters and servants, and Titus himself, let all sorts do their respective duties, for this is the very aim and business of Christianity, to instruct, and help, and form persons, under all distinctions and relations, to a right frame and conduct. We are here warned against corrupt communication; and directed to that which is useful and edifying. Filthy and unclean words and discourse are poisonous and infectious, as putrid rotten meat: they proceed from and prove a great deal of corruption in the heart of the speaker, and tend to corrupt the minds and manners of others who hear them; and therefore Christians should beware of all such discourse. It may be taken in general for all that which provokes the lusts and passions of others. We must not only put off corrupt communications, but put on that which is good to the use of edifying. The great use of speech is to edify those with whom we converse. Christians should endeavor to promote a useful conversation: that it may minister grace unto the hearers; that it may be good for, and acceptable to, the hearers, in the way of information, counsel, pertinent reproof, or the like.  

It is the great duty of Christians to take care that they offend not with their lips, and that they improve discourse and converse, as much as may be, for the good of others. Here is another caution against wrath and anger, with further advice to mutual love and kindly dispositions towards each other. By bitterness, wrath, and anger, are meant violent inward resentment and displeasure against others: and, by clamor, big words, loud threatenings, and other intemperate speeches, by which bitterness, wrath, and anger, vent themselves. Christians should not entertain these vile passions in their hearts nor be clamorous with their tongues. Evil speaking signifies all railing, reviling, and reproachful speeches, against such as we are angry with. And by malice we are to understand that rooted anger is what prompts men and women to design and to do mischief to others. The contrary to all this follows: Be you kind one to another. This implies the principle of love in the heart, and the outward expressions of it, in an affable, humble, courteous behavior.
Slavery was common in Paul’s day. Paul did not condemn slavery in any of his letters, but he advised slaves and masters to be loving and responsible in their conduct (Ephesians 6:5-9). Speaking of slavery, today the word employee is used for slavery in our world. The standards set by Paul apply to any employee/employer relationship. Employees should always do their best work and be trustworthy, not just when the employer is watching. If all employers were to be trustworthy Christians, and all Christian employees followed Paul’s advice, what a transformation it would make in the world!
“For the grace of God that brings salvation had appeared to all people.” The power to live the Christian life comes from the Holy Spirit. Because Jesus Christ died and rescued us from sin, we are free from sin’s control. God gives us the power and understanding to live according to his will and to do good. Then we will look forward to Jesus Christ’s wonderful return with eager expectation and hope.

13-15. Here Paul speaks about the blessed hope or the appearing of the Lord Jesus, in all his glory, as the great God and Savior. The coming of the Lord is the Church’s blessed hope. But the blessed hope includes all of the events connected with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and cannot be limited to what is popularly called the rapture of the church. The first coming of Jesus refers to the incarnate of Jesus; the second refers to his coming the second time in power and great glory. This is a brief synopsis of the Gospel message. God loved us, chose us, and sent Jesus Christ to die for us. We can have eternal life through faith in him, because he broke the power of death with his resurrection. We do not deserve to be saved, but God offers us salvation anyway. All we have to do is believe and accept his offer (2 Timothy 1:10).
Paul told Titus to teach the Scriptures as well as to live them. We must also teach, encourage, and correct others when necessary. It is easy to feel afraid when others are older, more influential in the community, or wealthier. Like Titus, we should not let ourselves be threatened when we are trying to minister to others the truth of God or provide leadership in the Church of Jesus Christ.
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