Sabbath Sermon of May 23, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Understanding the Psychopathic Traits of a False Prophet
Isaiah Chapters 58 [13-14]; 2 Peter 2: [21-22]
Not long ago in our study of Satan’s Saturday strategy in which Satan quoted 2 Peter 2:22 as what is in our book the Bible. In our sermon today, we are going to examine how Satan uses this strategy against the Church and the tools he employs to try to accomplish this evil goal in the lives of those Christians who do not seem to love wisdom nor have fear of the Lord God Almighty which of course, is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7). 

What is “The Fear of the LORD?” The fear of the LORD is to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way and froward mouth do I hate,” says the LORD (Proverbs 8:13-14). This means that the more a person respects and fears God Almighty, the more he or she will hate evil. Love for God Almighty and love for sin cannot coexist. Harboring secret sins means that you are tolerating evil within yourself. If this is your situation, it is time for you to make a clean break with sin and commit yourself completely to God Almighty.
If you ask, “What did Satan mean when he used 2 Peter 2:22 in his speech to his agents in his second heaven meeting on the Saturday Strategy? Well, Apostle Peter whom Satan quoted, explains it in 2 Peter chapter 2. Here Peter tells us that false teachers and false prophets who are Satan’s witches and wizards will be inside the Church not outside of it just as described by Satan in his strategy of proximity. Satan was clear when he described how he defeated Adam by using what was close to them. So Satan’s agents will not only be nearby of the Christians but in most cases will even lead most organizations who call themselves Christian churches.
Jesus warned about this when he spoke about the parable of the wheat and tares. In Matthew 13, Jesus taught the parable of the wheat and tares. Tares are weeds that resemble wheat. In the parable, a wheat field had deliberately been polluted by an enemy who sowed the seeds of the weeds intermixed with the wheat. Only after the plants were partly grown did the problem become apparent. The landowner’s servant asked if they should go in an pull out the tares. He told them no: lest while you gather up the tares, you root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into the barn.” In other words, not only did the enemy had access to the wheat field to sow the seeds of the weeds, but the inability to distinguish the good from the bad made it too damaging to separate them until the plants matured and were ready to be harvested.
If you have been observant as Jesus said to“watch and pray,” you must have noticed the evidence of the fulfillment of these prophecies as the end draws near to when Jesus returns. My friends, as the end draws near, beware of the things you do on the Sabbath Days lest you fall into Satan’s trap by doing the things Satan would want you to do on Saturdays. In Isaiah 58:13-14 we read of the warning against doing our pleasures on the Sabbath Days. Doing our pleasures on the Sabbath Day is described in Satan’s Saturday strategy as things we have abandoned, that is, not doing our pleasures on the Sabbath Day of the Lord which in itself is the law as recognized by Satan himself.
Now let’s remember that in the study of Satan’s Saturday strategy, Satan said that he and his agents would work to make us Christians to do those things we are not supposed to be doing on the Sabbath Day, such as going to the movies, parties, clubbing, going dancing, not going to worship, etc., that is doing our pleasures. Satan knows that doing our pleasures on the Sabbath Day violates God Almighty’s commandment to remember to keep the seventh-day Sabbaths holy. 
The Sabbath day of rest should be honored not only because Sabbath-keeping is a commandment, but also because it is best for us and because it honors God Almighty. Seventh-Day Sabbath observance truly identifies us as children of God Almighty (Ezekiel 20:12; Exodus 31:13-17). Keeping the Sabbath Days honors God Almighty our Creator, who also rested on the Seventh Day. It also unifies our family and sets priorities for them. 
The Sabbath Day of rest refreshes us spiritually and physically, providing time when we can gather together for worship, not speaking our own words, but God Almighty’s Word. It is a time when we can reflect on God Almighty without the stress of our everyday activities (Isaiah 58:13-14). If you are not yet keeping the seventh-day Sabbath, and you think you are a Christian, you better be sure because Paul says to examine yourself if you are truly in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 13:5).
2-11. Peter now speaks about Satan’s witches and wizards also known as false teachers and false prophets who are tares that resemble wheat that the enemy has deliberately sowed to pollute the wheat field; the Church. Peter here speaks of the presence of arrogant heretics and scoffers in the church. These will reject the prophecies of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ as a human concoction, and they will further scoff at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The false prophets will be in the Church for criticism as false teachers and will use feign words such as “We are followers of Jesus Christ,” to deceive the world to think they are Christians speaking for Jesus Christ. They are compared with the “false prophets” of the Old Testament, who were called false precisely because they preached peace and prosperity when God Almighty’s true prophets preached judgment and imminent destruction.
The world-leading false prophet of our time has regularly been fulfilling the prophecies in the Bible with his mouth wide open, and think to change times and laws (Daniel 7:25-26). These false teachers belittle the significance of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. Some claim He couldn’t be God Almighty, others claim He couldn’t have been a real man, but an avatar. They allow and even encourage all kinds of wrong and immoral acts, especially sexual sins such as homosexuality. We must be careful to avoid false teachers today. Be on the lookout for their books, tapes series, or TV message and evaluate them by God Almighty’s Word. Beware of special meanings or interpretations that belittle Jesus Christ, His work, or the Word of God Almighty. Remember, God Almighty cannot change what He has said, and He will never ask anyone to change what He has commanded.
Today’s false teachers are not paid by the people they teach, but they make more money by distorting the truth and saying what people want to hear. They are more interested in making money than in teaching the truth. Peter and Paul's teachings condemned greedy, lying teachers (1 Timothy 6:5). My friends, in other not to entangle yourself with the work of Satan, before you send money to any cause, evaluate it carefully. Is the teacher or preacher serving God Almighty or promote his interest?  
The question of how the money will be used, that you will never know because the children of the serpent are usually very smart at deception. To get the money from you, they will use words like, “If I am lying to you may God strike me dead,” My friends, if God Almighty did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah, He will judge those who cause the temptations and trials, so we need never worry if justice will be done. Now remember that if you give money to the wrong cause because of lack of proper evaluation of the cause with the Word of God Almighty, you are supporting satan’s work against the Church of Jesus Christ 
 The false teachers scoff at the spiritual realities they do not understand, taking Satan power lightly and thinking they can judge evil. Many in our world today mock the supernatural. They deny the reality of the spiritual world and claim that only what can be seen and felt is real. But these are fools who will be proven wrong in the end. Although satan will be defeated and destroyed, in the now, those who understand the spiritual world would not take satan and his supernatural powers of evil lightly. Satan is at work on a twenty-four-hour shift trying to render Christians complacent and ineffective.
If you ask, “How can the Church of Jesus Christ triumph over the Mystery Babylon, the Mother of Harlots when all the world leaders today are giving their kingdoms to her at the invitation of her false prophet? My friends, God Almighty has put it in the hearts of the leaders of nations on earth to fulfill his will, and agree, and give their nations to the beast, to fulfill His words. Then will in a dramatic turn of events, the Mystery Babylon’s allies of world leaders will turn on her and destroy her (Revelation 17:15-17). Now understand and trust that God Almighty is still in charge, that He overrules all the plans of the Evil One, and God Almighty’s plan will happen as He says. God Almighty does use people opposed to Him as tools to accomplish His will.
12-18. “Sporting themselves while they feast with you,” meaning they take part in the celebration of the Lord Supper, while at the same time they sin openly. They take part in these meals with everyone else in the Church. The apostle, having shown how unlike seducing teachers are to the most excellent creatures, proceeds to show how alike they are to the most inferior: they are like the horse and mule, which have no understanding; they are as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed. 

People, under the power of sin, are so far from observing divine revelation that they do not exercise reason, nor act according to the direction thereof. They walk by sight, and not by faith, and judge of things according to their senses; as these represent things pleasant and agreeable, so they must be approved and esteemed. Brute-creatures follow the instinct of their sensitive appetite, and a sinful person follows the inclination of his or her carnal mind; these refuse to employ the understanding and reason God Almighty has given them, and so are ignorant of what they might and ought to know that ignorance is the cause of evil-speaking; and, destruction will be the effect of it. 

These persons shall be utterly destroyed in their corruption. Their vices not only expose them to the wrath of God Almighty in another world, but often bring them to misery and ruin in this life; and surely such impudent offenders, who glory in their shame, and to whom openness in sin is an improvement of the pleasure of sinning, most justly deserve all the plagues of this life and the pains of the next in the greatest extremity. Therefore whatever they meet with is the just reward of their unrighteousness.
Such sinners that sport themselves in mischief deceive themselves and disgrace all they belong to, for by one sort of sins they prepare themselves for another. Their extravagant feastings, their intemperance in eating and drinking, bring them to commit all manner of lewdness so that their eyes are full of adultery, their wanton looks show their impure lusts and are designed and directed to kindle the like in others. This is what they cannot cease from, for their-heart is insatiate in lusting and their eyes incessant in looking after what may gratify their unclean desires. 
Those who are themselves impudent and incessant in sin are very diligent and often successful in deceiving others and drawing others into the same excess of riot. But here we observe who those are who are in the greatest danger of being led away into error and impiety, even the unstable. Those whose hearts are not established with grace in the Word of God Almighty are easily turned into the way of sin, or else such sensual wretches would not be able to prevail upon them. 

These are not only riotous and lascivious, but covetous also, and these practices their hearts are exercised with; they pant after riches, and the desire of their souls is to the wealth of this world. It is a considerable part of their work to contrive to get wealth; in this, their hearts are exercised, and then they execute their projects. If people abandon themselves to all sorts of lusts, we cannot wonder that the apostle should call them cursed children, for they are liable to the curse of God Almighty denounced against such ungodly and unrighteous men, and they bring a curse upon all who hearken and adhere to them.
As Paul told the Corinthians, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord (1Corinthians 11:27). The false prophets of our time are guilty of more than false teaching and evil pleasures; they are guilty of leading others away from God Almighty’s Son Jesus Christ.
Balaam was hired by a pagan king to curse Israel. He did what God Almighty told him for a while (Numbers 22-24), but eventually, his evil motives and desire for money won out (Numbers 25:1-3; 31:16). Like the false teachers of Peter’s day and ours, Balaam used religion for personal advancement, a sin God Almighty does not take lightly. 
19-22. There is no doubt that a person is a slave to whatever controls him or her. Many believe freedom means doing anything you want. But no one is ever completely free in that sense. If we refuse to follow God Almighty, we will follow our sinful desires and become enslaved to that our bodies want, and put on the dog head. If we submit our lives to Jesus Christ, he will free us from slavery to sin. Jesus Christ is the only one that can free us to serve Him, resulting in our ultimate good.

“But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, “The dog has turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” Peter is speaking of a person who has learned about Jesus Christ and how to be saved and has even been positively influenced by Christians, but then rejects the truth and returns to his sin. He is worse off than before because he or she has rejected the only way out of sin, the only way of salvation. Such a person is in quicksand but refuses to grab the rope thrown to him or her. This person has turned away from Jesus Christ and has cast aside his only means of escape (Luke 11:24-26). According to Satan’s Saturday Strategy speech, such a person has put on a dog head like Satan himself, and his or her light has been turned off.
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