Sabbath Sermon of May 19, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus’ Temptation In The Wilderness

Luke Chapter 4

Here Jesus after he was baptized is said to have been led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness, and was tempted by the devil. As the people of God, we have the same right to be led by the Holy Spirit. When we have been so led, we can rest in the confidence that we are safe in the will of God and that we will be sustained and helped by the divine power that is available to us. However, if you experience difficult situations that are mostly meant for your learning, or when facing trials, first make sure you have not brought them on yourself through sin or unwise choices. If you find no sin to confess or unwise behavior to change, then ask God to give you strength to overcome your trial. Always be careful to follow faithfully wherever the Holy Spirit leads.
2-3. Jesus was tempted by the devil, but he never sinned. The temptation represents a fight to the death over our souls between Jesus and Satan, between the seed of the woman, and the seed of the serpent represented by Cain by whom Satan founded idolatry on earth. Jesus is tempted, his heel bruised, the serpent is repulsed, his head crushed. It was possible for Jesus Christ to be tempted without sinning in his humanity he could have sinned but did not. In his deity, however, it was impossible for him to sin.

Temptations always seem to come after a high point in our spiritual lives or ministries. Most of the time temptations will come after a great victory followed by despair (1Kings 18-19). Remember that Satan chooses the times for his attacks, especially, when we are vulnerable (Matt. 4:1) This is the more reason Believers ought to pray and sing praises to God all the time in our hearts, and give no occasion for Satan to get into our minds, seeing he is the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2).
Jesus was not tempted in the Temple or at his baptism but in the wilderness where he was tired, alone, and hungry, and thus most vulnerable. Therefore, Believers ought to be on their guard in times of victory just as much as in times of discouragement. Satan often tempts us when we are vulnerable: when we are under physical or emotional stress, e.g. lonely, tired, weighing big decisions, or faced with uncertainty. Satan also likes to tempt us through our strengths, where we are most susceptible to pride, or would wrongfully use our status power in the work place. Believers must guard at all times against his attacks, for he is real, not symbolic, and he is constantly fighting against God and those who follow and obey God.
And the devil said unto Jesus, “this power will I give thee, and the glory of them for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give it.” What was delivered to him? In verse 5, we read that it is the kingdoms of the world, although it is for a short time, but the devil will not tell you that his control of the world system is for a time, because he is a liar, a thief and a murderer. However, the same permission that was given to the devil by God to tempt Job to prove him a faithful servant of God was also given to Satan to tempt Jesus followers to proof us worthy of entering into the kingdom of Heaven (Job 1:6-12), Satan was allowed to tempt Jesus because he had come in the flesh as our example to show that we can also overcome the devil’s temptations with the same weapons he himself used against him, which he has made available to us in his Word. 
4-12. In this threefold temptation by Satan certain truths are evident (1) Jesus would make no compact with the devil; (2) he would perform no miracles until he began preaching, for miracles ratified his doctrine; (3) he would work no miracles for himself because he came to suffer, not to please himself; (4) he gladly put off the proof of his being the Son of God until later rather than to do what was not fit and proper at that time; (5) he would not act independently from his Father.  
Knowing and obeying God’s Word is an effective weapon against temptation, the only offensive weapon provided in the Christian’s “armor” (Eph. 6:13-18). Jesus our example, used the Scripture to counter Satan’s attacks, and so ought believers in Jesus Christ. But to use it effectively you must not only have faith in God’s promises, you must learn His Word well, because Satan also knows the Scripture and is adept at twisting it to suit his purpose as it is evident in the spirit of false teachers and prophets.
Here in verse 9, Satan like most false preachers purposefully misinterpreted the Scripture. The intension of Psalm 91 is to show God’s protection of his people, not to incite them to use God’s power for sensational or foolish displays. Jesus defeat of Satan in the wilderness was decisive but not final. Throughout his ministry Jesus would confront Satan in many forms, and so would those who follow Jesus.  In reality, Believers need to constantly be on guard against the devil’s ongoing attacks. Where ever you are most susceptible to temptation right now, you ought to be prepared to withstand it, because Satan will certainly attack any time sooner than you would expect.

13-18. The devil was put to fight. He had emptied his quiver of all his tricks, and had failed signally. Jesus Christ emerged the conqueror, the devil retired to work out other plans to entrap and defeat Jesus, and yet again, and again Satan and his agentures: the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Herodians failed.
Here Jesus being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, now begins his offensive warfare against the hosts of darkness. He taught publicly, centered his work in the synagogues, and kept the Sabbath. The net result was that he preached and was persecuted. Here the Scripture gives a full account of Christ’s undertaking, and the work he came into the world to do. First, how he was qualified for the work: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. All the gifts and graces of the Spirit were conferred upon him, not by measure, as upon other prophets, but without measure, (John. 3:34). He now came in the power of the Spirit. Secondly, how he was commissioned: because he had anointed me, and sent me. His extraordinary qualification amounted to a commission; his being anointed signifies both his being fitted for the undertaking and called to it. Those whom God appoints to any service he anoints for it: "Because he hath sent me, he hath sent his Spirit along with me.” Thirdly, what his work was. He was qualified and commissioned, to be a great prophet. He was anointed to preach; that is three times mentioned here, for that was the work he was now entering upon.

To whom he was to preach: to the poor; to those that were poor in the world, whom the Jewish aristocrats disdained to undertake the teaching of and spoke of with contempt; to those that were poor in spirit, to the meek and humble, and to those that were truly sorrowful for sin: to them the gospel and the grace of it will be welcome, and they shall have it, (Ezek. 9:4; Mt. 11:5). What he was to preach. In general, he must preach the gospel. He is sent to evangelize them; not only to preach to them, but to make that preaching effectual; to bring it, not only to their ears, but to their hearts, and deliver them into the mould of it. 

Jesus went to the synagogue “as it was his custom.” Even though he was the perfect Son of God and his local synagogue left much to be desired, he attended services every week. His example makes most excuses for not attending Sabbath Day worship sound weak and self-serving; (Matt. 5:17-19). The Christian must make the weekly Sabbath worship a part of his or her life. Again, it is a command by the Lord God Almighty, that “you remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8-11). Nothing should ever interfere with the Sabbath Day appointment with The Lord in our lives.
19-22. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord, i.e., “to give blessings to all who come to him.” When Jesus closed the Book of Isaiah, he stopped before adding “and the day of vengeance of our God” (Isa 61:2). Jesus finished by speaking of the “the time of God’s favor,” which meant his own incarnation and atoning death on the cross. But the wrath of God awaits Jesus Christ’s Second Coming; it is yet future. This was a purposeful omission on Jesus’ part and may have puzzled his audience. He came to let the world know that the God whom they had offended was willing to be reconciled to them, and to accept of them back as his children upon new terms; that there was yet a way of making their services acceptable to him; that there is now a time of good will toward men. It alludes to the year of release, or that of jubilee, which was an acceptable year to servants, who were then set at liberty; to debtors, against whom all actions then dropped; and to those who had mortgaged their lands, for then they are returned to them again. Jesus Christ came to sound the jubilee -trumpet; and blessed were they that heard and would hear the joyful sound, (Ps. 89:15).
Is not this Joseph’s son? The listeners have heard things they never heard before. They were so impressed that they found it difficult to believe that a son of Joseph could say and do these things. God, through Joseph, had covered Mary’s virgin birth with dignity and kept her from scandal, public disgrace, and humiliation. What the God-man said and did was the product of his being both God and man and off spring of the All Mighty God. But Jesus tells us in Mark. 2:49, that he was not the son of Joseph, but that he is the Son of the Almighty God, in the world to do his Father’s business: to bring his children back the their Father. 
23-28.  Even Jesus himself was not accepted as a prophet in his hometown. Many people have a similar attitude; to such an expert is anyone who carries a briefcase and comes from more than 200 miles away. Believers should not be surprised when their Christian life and faith are not easily understood or accepted by family members or those who know them well.  From the beginning we hear how “he came unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11). Jesus remark in verses 25 thru 27 filled the people of Nazareth with wrath because Jesus was saying that God sometimes chose to reach Gentiles rather than those who are called by his name, but pay lips service to His work. Jesus implied that his hearers were as unbelieving as the citizens of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the days of Elijah, a time notorious for their wickedness. That which provoked them was his mentioning of the favor which God by Elijah and Elisha showed to the Gentiles: When they heard these things, they were filled with wrath, because they had not mixed faith with those gracious words of Jesus which they wondered at, they would have been awakened by these latter words of Jesus to take heed of sinning away their opportunities. But those only pleased their ears, and went no further, and therefore these grated on their ears, and irritated the corruptions in their hearts. They were angry that he should compare himself, whom they knew to be the son of Joseph, with those great prophets, and compare them with the men of that corrupt age, when all had bowed the knee to Baal. But that which especially exasperated them was that he intimated some kindness God had in reserve for the Gentiles, which the Jews could by no means bear the thoughts of, Acts. (22:21). 
Today, we see this same attitude among most Jews on being informed by Christians that they observe the Sabbath Day worship and the Feasts of the Lord. You would expect a Jew to say praise The Lord for taking in the Gentiles unto himself, but instead you would mostly get a frowned face as if only they should receive God’s mercy. God said that he created 70 nations out of one blood, and that anyone on the face of the earth who is faithful to him is like one born to Jacob (Jan. 10-32; Ex. 12:48-49; Acts. 17:26-28). Of course, we know that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were not Jews; but they were faithful servants of the Lord God Almighty.

In the synagogue, they all bore him witness that he spoke admirably well, and to the purpose. They all commended him, and wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth; and yet, as appears by what follows, they did not believe in him. Truly, it is possible that those who are admirers of good ministers and good preaching may yet be themselves not true Christians. Jesus escaped from their wrath because his hour had not yet come. The Jewish religious leaders could not stand hearing that God was interested in the Gentiles and would save some of them too.

29-32. “His word was with power.” Jesus had the authority of absolute truth for he was God. And his words were absolute truth as well. The Jewish scribes and rabbis appealed to the traditions of their human forefathers. But Jesus’ authority went beyond that of the rabbis and scribes. It came from God and his words were final. From them there was no appeal.

33-40. Jesus Christ cast our devils with authority and power, not with tricks and gimmicks. He muzzled demons and always delivered people from them, so that the victims were left unhurt. Demons know fully well that Jesus Christ is God. But they will not bow down and worship him, at least now. They tremble at what the future has in store for them (James 2:19), but this does not change them. Jesus commanded them to remain silent to show his authority over them. He wanted his listeners to believe he was the Messiah because of his words, not because of the devil’s words. He was going to reveal his identity according to God’s timetable, and he would not be pushed by Satan’s evil plans.  
“I must preach the Kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.”  The Kingdom of God was good news to the Jews in Jesus’ days who received it. It is good news to us also, because it means freedom from slavery to sin and selfishness. The Kingdom of God is here and because the Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of believers. Yet it is also in the future, because Jesus will return to reign over a perfect Kingdom when sins and evil no longer exist. 

What is good is self-diffusive. It is well for us that our Lord Jesus has not tied himself to any one place or people, but, wherever two or three are gathered in his name, he will be in the midst of them: and even in Galilee of the Gentiles his special presence is in the Christian synagogues.
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