Sabbath Sermon of May 11, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Appears to His Disciples at the Sea of Galilee

John Chapter 21

After these things as we read in the previous chapter concerning Jesus’ resurrection, his first and second appearances to his disciples, John tells us in this chapter that Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. The sea of Tiberias, also known as Lake Gennesaret, or Sea of Galilee. On this particular day Simon Peter and some of the disciples, Thomas the doubter, Nathanael and the sons of Zebedee, that is, James and John came together at this beach of the sea of Tiberias.
 
Simon Peter being confused and not knowing what to do or how to proceed after what they have experienced as followers of Jesus, decided it was time to go back to his former profession as a fisherman. “I go fishing” he said to the others. We will go with thee then, say they, for we will keep together. After the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the disciples were at a loss to know what to do. Shortly, Jesus would tell them to tarry in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came upon them in mighty power. In the meantime, these men, who had been busy with Jesus for almost three years, could not bear to sit by and do nothing. So they returned to what had been their trade before they became disciples of Jesus. The time for them to start their pentecostal preaching had not yet dawned. Believers must wait on the Lord Jesus, and while waiting, learn our lessons well in the Word of God which cleanses us and prepares us for our respective assignments in the work of his Kingdom. For God in his timing will tell us what to do, where to go and what to say. 
 
This chapter tells how Jesus commissioned Peter to feed his lambs and his sheep. The lambs being the young and the sheep the older followers. Perhaps Peter needed special encouragement after his denial of Jesus, he may have felt completely worthless. In verses 1 through 14 we read of the scene for Jesus’ conversation with Peter which Jesus intended for his restoration as an example for us; that we must forgive those who wronged us and restore our relationship with them, if we are to enter into everlasting life. “Children” or “lads have you any meat?” They answered no because they fished all night but caught nothing which probably was to prepare them for what was about to happen in the morning.  The term Children was an affectionate greeting, not a term of condescension. Then Jesus said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.” This incident is instructive, for it was something that had happened to them before. Luke chapter 5 tells us how Peter, James, and John had fished all night and caught nothing. Jesus told them to cast in their nets and they became followers of Jesus. Now at the end of Jesus’ earthly mission the same thing happens. The disciples are fishing and again they catch nothing. Jesus appears and tells them to cast in their nets, and when they do they catch many fish. Peter, remembering the first occasion, senses immediately that it is the Lord, as that disciple whom Jesus loved, that is, John the writer of this book, who was there on both occasions, sees and tells him “it is the Lord.”
In this beach scene, Jesus led Peter through an experience that would remove the cloud of his denial. Peter had denied Jesus three times. Three times Jesus asked Peter if he loved him. When Peter answered yes, Jesus told him to feed his lambs and to feed his sheep. It is one thing to say you love Jesus, but the real test is willingness to serve him. Peter had repented, and here Jesus asked him to commit his life. Peter’s life changed when he finally realized who Jesus was. His occupation changed from fisherman to evangelist; his identity changed from impetuous to “Petra” or “stone”; and his relationship to Jesus changed; he was forgiven and fully understood the significance of Jesus’ words about his death and resurrection.
Here we examined here some of the differing understanding about the question “Lovest thou me more than these? Some think it means: “Do you love me more than you love these other disciples?” Others, say that it means: Do you love me more than these other disciples love me?” And still others say: “Do you love me more than your boats, nets, and fishes?” Two different Greek words are used for love. The first two times the word agape, which means high, devoted love, appears. When Peter refuses to use the same word, Jesus turns to the word phileo, a lower form of love having to do with the love of friendship or brotherly love, and asked in effect, “Are you even my friend?” Peter accepts this word and avers that he loves Jesus this way. Peter was humbler now than earlier in his life and was making no claim to superior love. Jesus does not settle for quick, superficial answers. He has a way of getting to the heart of the matter. Peter had to face his true feelings and motives when Jesus confronted him. My friends, how would you respond if Jesus asked you “Lovest thou me?” Do you really love Jesus? Are you his friend? If you love Jesus, are you feeding his sheep?
Some have said that verse 18 was a prediction of Peter’s death by crucifixion. They say that tradition indicates that Peter was crucified for his faith upside down, because he did not feel worthy of dying as his Lord did, and that is how the story goes. But what Jesus said to Peter, is exactly how we all go through life. When we are young, that is when the most tedious work is expected of us, because when we become old we can no longer do much hard work as when we were young. Jesus probably wanted Peter to get ready to go to work now that he can still do it, than when he will be too old to do it. The disciples were chosen to work for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, and so have we all believers been chosen to do as well. Jesus said, no one comes to me except my Father brings them to me. So if you have accepted Jesus into your life, know that it is the Father that brought you to him, because you belong to the Father (John 6 verses 44 and 65). Here is the charge Jesus had received concerning all believers: “Thine they were, and thou gavest them me, thou whom thou hast given me. "Father, those I am now praying for are such as thou hast entrusted me with, and what I have to say for them is in pursuance of the charge I have received concerning them’’ (John 17 verse 6 and 9). 
Whenever I hear or read of that word tradition, I get suspicious because it was tradition that had corrupted all things and it still corrupting all things in our time. Jesus repeatedly cautioned us against giving attention to traditions. The use of tradition to explain verse 18 shows there is no Scriptural support for the story that Peter was crucified upside down, and for that reason we should revere the upside down cross, which in the pagan world means the defeat of Jesus Christ on the cross. Today the Pope has the upside down cross on his throne, the occultists, Satanists, the Luciferians and the whole of the pagan world use it, because it means something else than what the so called traditionalists tell us. Again, the tradition that Peter was crucified upside down, was never mentioned by any of of the early apostles. We must understand that when ever the traditionalists speak about Peter, they mean Simon Megas the sorcerer who was from Samaria. He was the one that was in Rome, not Apostle Simon Peter. We know this because not even Luke or John the writer of this book who lived longer than all of the other apostles wrote anything about Apostle Peter being crucified upside down. The story of Peter being crucified upside down cannot be found anywhere in the Scripture. If it cannot be found in the Scripture, no Christian should subscribe to it. To subscribe to it will be like subscribing to the tradition of Sunday worship, Easter and the rest of the pagan doctrines we find in non-Christian churches today. Just as “not everyone that says to me Lord, Lord shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven,” so it is, that not every gathering that claims to be Christian is the gathering of the Church of Jesus Christ.
21-25. Peter, in obedience to his Lord’s orders, followed him, and turning about, pleased with the honors his Master now did him, he sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following likewise. Peter, who has been told what his duties are to be in life, becomes very curious about John. He asks Jesus what would John do, in other words, what part would he play? Jesus tells him, in effect, “it is none of your business. All you need to do is follow me.”  We tend to compare our lives to those of others, whether to ratioinalize our own level of devotion to Jesus Christ or to question God’s justice. Jesus responds to us the same way “What is that to thee? Follow thou me.” We observe here, how John described himself in this passage. He does not name himself, as thinking his own name not worthy to be preserved in these records; but gives such a description of himself as  sufficiently informs us whom he meant, and nevertheless gives us a reason why he followed Jesus Christ so closely. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved, for whom he seemed to have a particular kindness above the rest; again because he was the youngest of them all, and therefore you cannot blame him for coveting to be as much as possible within hearing of Jesus Christ’s gracious words during those few precious minutes with which Jesus favored his disciples. 
It is worth mentioning here of John’s having leaned on Jesus’s breast and his enquiring concerning Judas Iscariot the traitor, which he did at the instigation of Peter in John chapter 13 verse 24, as a reason why Peter made the following enquiry concerning him, to repay him for the former kindness. Then John was in the favorite’s place, lying in Jesus’ bosom, and he improved the opportunity to oblige Peter. And now that Peter was in the favorite’s place, called to take a walk with Jesus, he thought himself bound in gratitude to put such a question for John as he thought would oblige him, we all being desirous to know things to come. As we have interest at the throne of grace, we should improve it for the benefit of one another. Those that help us by their prayers at one time should be helped by us with ours at another time. This is the communion of saints. What he did: he also followed Jesus, which shows how well he loved his company; where he was there also would this servant of his be. 
When Jesus called Peter to follow him, it looked as if he designed to have some private talk with him; but such an affection John had to his Master that he would rather do a thing that seemed rude than lose the benefit of any of Jesus’ discourse. What Jesus said to Peter he took as said to himself; for that word of command, follow me, was given to all the disciples then and today. At least John desired to have fellowship with those that had fellowship with Jesus, and to accompany those that attended him. The bringing of one to follow Jesus should engage us as believers in Jesus Christ.
My other thought on the notice Peter took of John following: “He, turning about, seeth him.” This may be looked upon either, as a culpable diversion from following his Master; he should have been wholly intent upon that, and have waited to hear what Jesus had further to say to him, and then was he looking about him to see who followed.  Sometimes the best men find it hard to attend upon the Lord without distraction, hard to keep their minds so closely fixed as they should be in following Jesus Christ: and a needless and unseasonable regard to our brethren often diverts us from communion with God, or, as a laudable concern for his fellow-disciples. He was not so elevated with the honor his Master did him, in singling him out from the rest, as to deny a kind look to one that followed. Acts of love to our brethren must go along with actings of faith in Jesus Christ. The enquiry Peter made concerning him "Lord, and what shall this man do? In other words, thou hast told me my work-to feed the lambs and the sheep; and my lot, to be carried whither I would not. What shall be his work, and his lot?’’ Now this may be taken as the language, of concern for John, and kindness to him: "Lord, thou showest me a great deal of favor. Here comes thy beloved disciple, who never forfeited thy favor, as I have done; he expects to be taken notice of; hast thou nothing to say to him? Wilt thou not tell how he must be employed, and how he must be honored?’’ Or of uneasiness at what Jesus had said to him concerning his responsibilites to feed the lambs and the sheep: "Lord, must I alone be carried whither I would not? Must I be marked out to do the work of the cross alone, and must this man have no share of the cross?’’ 
It is hard to reconcile ourselves to distinguishing sufferings, and the troubles in which we think we stand alone.  Or of curiosity, and a fond desire of knowing things to come, concerning others, as well as himself. It seems, by Jesus’ answer, there was something amiss in the question. When Jesus had given him the charge of such a treasure, and the notice of such a trial, it had well become him to have said, "Lord, and what shall I do then to approve myself faithful to such a trust, in such a trial? Lord, increase my faith. As my day is, let my strength be.’’ But instead of this, Peter seems more concerned for another than for himself. So apt are we to be busy in other men’s matters, but negligent in the concerns of our own souls-quick-sighted abroad, but dim-sighted at home-judging others, and prognosticating what they will do, when we have enough to do to prove our own work, and understand our own way. He seems more concerned about events than about duty. John was younger than Peter, and, in the course of nature, likely to survive him: "Lord,’’ says he, "what times shall he be reserved for?’’ Whereas, if God by his grace enable us to persevere to the end, and finish well, and get safely to heaven, we need not ask, "What shall be the lot of those that shall come after us?’’ Is it not well if peace and truth be in my days? Scripture-predictions must be eyed for the directing of our consciences, not the satisfying of our curiosity. Jesus’ reply to this enquiry in verse 22, "If I will that he tarry till I come, and do not suffer as thou must, what is that to thee. Mind thou thy own duty, the present duty, follow thou me.’’
When believers follow Jesus, they will be kept busy and less curious about others. He who knows the will of God for everybody else dies not knowing the will of God for himself, for God does not tell us what his will is for others. It is not his will for me to know God’s will for anyone else. God has made know to us all we need to know about Jesus. What can be known about him would fill more books than we could ever read. His prayers alone would fill many books, for he prayed many a night until the dawn of another day. And the words he spoke that have been given to us in part would fill many other volumes. His thought life alone would give us enough books to keep us going for a long time. But we do now enough to realize him as our Savior and Lord.
Early church history, not tradition, reports that John, after spending several years as an exile on the Island of Patmos, returned to Ephesus, where he died as an old man near the end of the first century. John stated purpose for writing his Gospel was to show that Jesus was the Son of God. He clearly and systematically presented the evidence for Jesus’ claims. When evidence is presented in the courtroom, those who hear it must make a choice. Those who read the Gospel of John must also make a choice, is Jesus the Son of God, or isn’t he? If you are reading this message, “You are the jury.” The evidence has been clearly presented. You must decide. If you are not yet able to decide, go back and Read John’s Gospel again and again until you can decide! Now you must know that whatever you decide to do with Jesus, accept him or reject him, will be irreversible after your death. 
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
