Sabbath Sermon of March 9, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Banquet at Bethany: Mary Anoints Jesus 
John Chapter 12

In this chapter John tells us that Jesus on his way to Jerusalem with his disciples stopped over in Bethany, six days before he was to be crucified on the Passover day. While in Bethany, Mary, Martha and Lazarus, made a great feast for Jesus. Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with a costly Spikenard ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair. Spikenard was a fragrant ointment imported from the mountains of India. Thus it was very expensive. The amount Mary used was worth a year’s wages in her day. For this reason some have speculated that Mary’s family owned the town of Bethany, supposing they must have been a wealthy family for Mary to have afforded such an expensive ointment. But was Mary’s family wealthy or did she spend all her life savings to obtain something that had enough value that she could find to show her appreciation for what Jesus had done for her family. I believe the later was the case, that her family did not own the town and that she spent her savings on the ointment.  
Jesus was not only a friend of the family, he is The Lord who gave them salvation, and raised her brother Lazarus from the dead.  Again, the timing of this act of Mary could not have been more perfect, because that was the last time they would have to see Jesus before his death, his resurrection and his ascension. This gave rise to the criticism of Judas Iscariot that the money so spent would have been used to feed the poor. This was hypocritical, for he was a thief like today’s politicians with their long speeches about taking care of the poor. Judas stole from the money bag entrusted to him. Jesus of course, knew this, but apparently never did or said anything about it. Similarly, we choose the way of sin, God may not immediately do anything to stop us, but this does not mean he approves our actions. However, what we deserve will come. Within a short time this crooked stick would sell his own soul to Satan and his master to Jewish enemies for a few pieces of silver.
Judas used a pious phrase to hide his true motives. But Jesus knew what was in his heart. His life had become a lie and Satan was entering his heart. Satan is father of lies and a lying character opens the door to his influence. Jesus knowledge of us should make us want to keep our actions consistent with our words. Since we have nothing to fear with him, we should have nothing to hide. This act and Jesus’ response to it do not teach us to ignore the poor so we can spend money extravagantly for Jesus Christ, this was a unique act for a specific occasion, an anointing for Jesus’ burial and a public declaration of faith in him as Messiah. Jesus words should have taught Judas a valuable lesson about the worth of money. Unfortunately, like most people today, Judas did not take heed to what Jesus had said.
10-12. “But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away from their false religion, and believed in Jesus.” The chief priests’ blindness and hardness of their hearts caused them to sink even deeper into sin. They rejected the Messiah, planned to kill him, and now plotted to murder Lazarus also. One sin leads to another. From the Jewish leaders’ point of view, they could accuse Jesus of blasphemy because he claimed equality with God. But Lazarus had done nothing of the kind. They wanted Lazarus dead because he was a living testimony to Jesus’ power and authority over death. Sin leads to more sin, a downward spiral that can be stopped only by repentance, and the power of the Holy Spirit to change our behavior.
13- 21. “On the next day much people that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna, Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” This triumphant event was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9. It took place on the first day of the week of Jesus Christ’s passion, when he was to be rejected and crucified. He came into Jerusalem as a King and conquered; this was a preview of the Second Advent, when he will come in power and great glory. This triumphant entry as King was the last opportunity for the Jews and for all to face up to his royal claims and to make their decision for or against him. 
The disciples including John who wrote about this, did not understand the meaning and significance of the triumphant entry of Jesus into the holy city; in their infant spiritual state they still had much to learn despite their having been with Jesus for more than two years. Later after the Holy Spirit was given, did he recall to their memory some of these things, which then became clear to them. The people who were praising God for giving them a king had the wrong idea about Jesus. They were sure he would be a national leader who would restore their nation to its former glory, and thus they were deaf to the words of their prophets and blind to Jesus’ real mission. When it became apparent that Jesus was not going to fulfill their hopes, many people turned against him, thus the cry by many “give us Barabbas.”
After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples understood for the first time many of the prophecies that they had missed along the way. Jesus’ words and actions took a new meaning and made more sense in retrospect, they saw how Jesus had led them into a deeper and better understanding of his truth. If you are reading this message today, I want you to think back of the events in your life leading up to where you are now. How has God led you to this point? Now as you grow older, believe me you will look back and see God’s involvement more clearly than you probably do now. Let this truth encourage you to live faithfully today. For those who have not come to know Jesus as their savior, you must call to Jesus to save you today before it too late.
The indignation of the Pharisees at all this; some of them, probably, saw, and they all soon heard of, Jesus Christ’s public entry. The committee appointed to find out expedients to crush him thought they had gained their point when he had retired unto privacy, and that he would soon be forgotten in Jerusalem, but they now rage and fret when they see they imagined but a vain thing. They confessed that they had got no ground against him; it was plainly to be perceived that they prevailed nothing. They could not, with all their insinuations, alienate the people’s affections from him, nor with their menaces restrain them from showing their affection to him. Those who oppose Jesus Christ, and fight against his kingdom, will be made to perceive that they prevail nothing. God will accomplish his own purposes in spite of them, and the little efforts of their impotent malice. Those who oppose Jesus and his Church prevail nothing, and they profit nothing. There is nothing gained by opposing Jesus Christ. They confessed that Jesus had got ground: “The world is gone after him; there is a vast crowd attending him, a world of people.” Yet here, like Caiaphas, before they were aware, they prophesied that the world would go after him; some of all sorts, some from all parts; nations shall be discipled. But to what intent was this said? Thus they express their own vexation at the growth of the number of his followers; their envy makes them fret. If the horn of the righteous be exalted with honor, the wicked see it, and are grieved, says the Psalmist (Psalm 112 verse 9; Psalm 112 verse 10); considering how great these Pharisees were, and what abundance of respect was paid them, one would think they needed not grudge Jesus so inconsiderable a piece of honor as was now done him; but proud men would monopolize honor, and have none share with them. Thus they excite themselves and one another, to a more vigorous carrying on of the war against Jesus Christ. As if they should say, "We must take some other and more effectual course, to put a stop to this infection; it is time to try our utmost skill and force, before the grievance grows past redress.’’ Thus the enemies of Christianity are made more resolute and active by being baffled; and shall its friends be disheartened with every disappointment, who know its cause is righteous and will at last be victorious? 
22-30.  Here we read about certain Greeks who came and said to Philip, that they would like to see Jesus or rather speak with him. They probably chose to speak with Philip because of his name. Philip’s name is Greek, even though he was a Jew from Bethsaida in Galilee. It wasn’t an accident that some Greeks who probably were Gentile proselytes, warmly attended Jesus in what was his last public preaching assignment. To them he spoke of his approaching death and burial by the figure of a grain of wheat, which must first die and then produce new life. This is a beautiful picture of the necessary sacrifice of Jesus. So he, the Savior of the world, must die and be buried, and from that death would come forth a bountiful harvest of life for those who put their trust in him. Because he is God, he can give this same eternal life to all who believe in him.
“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” In other words, we must be so committed to living for Jesus that we “hate” our life by comparison. This does not mean that we long to die or are careless or destructive with the life God has given us, but that we are willing to die if doing so will glorify Jesus Christ. We must disown the tyrannical rule of our own self-centeredness. By laying aside our striving for advantage, security, and pleasure, we can serve God lovingly and freely. Releasing control of our life and transferring control to Jesus Christ brings eternal life and genuine joy in the present.
Now here in John 12 verse 28 Jesus makes a tender of this satisfaction as an equivalent: "Father, glorify thy name; let thy justice be honored upon the sacrifice, not upon the sinner; let the debt be levied upon me, I am solvent, the principal is not.’’ Thus he restored that which he took not away. The Father’s answer to this address; for he heard him always, and does still. This answer was given by a voice from heaven to our Lord Jesus; it was an honor reserved for him (Matthew 3 verse 17; Matthew 17 verse 5). The answer was an express return to that petition, Father, glorify thy name: I have glorified it already, and I will glorify it yet again. When we pray as we are taught, Our Father, which art in heaven hallowed be thy name, this is a comfort to us, that is it an answered prayer; answered to Jesus here, and in him to all true believers. 

My friends if you think Jesus did not come for you, think again. Because this is what he said, “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be; if any man serve me him will my Father honor.” I know people would tell you that he came for the Jews only, but the above statements made by him do not refer to Jews, but to any man. No matter who the sincere seekers are, Jesus welcomes them. His message is for everyone who would like to have eternal life. Therefore, do not allow social or national differences to become barriers to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Word of God is for all peoples and nations.
31-37. The prince of this world, i.e., “Satan.” Jesus never denied that Satan has power over this present ungodly world (Matthew 8 verses 5 to 10; Luke 5 verses 5 to 8; John 14 verses 14 and 30; John 16 verse 11). Here however, Jesus makes the stupendous claim that he will be victorious over Satan, terminating the devil’s earthly reign for ever. This was accomplished by the death and resurrection of Jesus, which was to result in the redemption of all human beings, and the defeat of Satan.
If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me. The great design of our Lord Jesus, which was to draw all men to him, not the Jews only, but the Gentiles also, for he was to be the desire of all nations (Haggai 2 verse 7 ), and to him must the gathering of the people be. That which his enemies dreaded was that the world would go after him; and he would draw them to him, notwithstanding their opposition. Jesus himself is all in all in the conversion of a soul. First, it is Jesus that draws: “I will draw.” He does not drive by force, but draws with the cords of a man (Hosea 11 verse 4; Jeremiah 31 verse 3 ). Secondly, it is to Jesus Christ that we are drawn: "I will draw them to me as the centre of their unity.’’ The soul that was at a distance from Jesus Christ is brought into an acquaintance with him, he that was shy and distrustful of him is brought to love him and trust in him,—drawn up to his terms, into his arms.

The crowd could not believe the Messiah would die. They were waving palm branches for a victorious Messiah who they thought would set up a political, earthly kingdom that would never end.  Jesus’ words did not fit their concept of the Messiah. First he had to suffer and die, then he would one day set up his eternal Kingdom. They alleged those scriptures of the Old Testament which speak of the perpetuity of the Messiah, that he should be so far from being cut off in the midst of his days that he should be a priest for ever (Psalm 110 verse 4), and a king for ever (Psalm 89 verse 29), that he should have length of days for ever and ever, and his years as many generations (Psalm 21 verse 4; Psalm 61 verse 6 ), from all which they inferred that the Messiah should not die. Thus great knowledge in the letter of the scripture, if the heart be unsanctified, is capable of being abused to serve the cause of infidelity, and to fight against Christianity with its own weapons. Their perverseness in opposing this to what Jesus had said will appear if we consider, that when they vouched the scripture to prove that the Messiah abideth for ever, they took no notice of those texts which speak of the Messiah’s death and sufferings: they had heard out of the law that Messiah abideth for ever; and had they never heard out of the law that Messiah should be cut off (Daniel 9 verse 26), and that he should pour out his soul unto death (Isaiah 53 verse 12), and particularly that his hands and feet should be pierced? Why then do they make so strange of the lifting up of the Son of man? We often run into great mistakes, and then defend them with scripture arguments, by putting those things asunder which God in his word has put together, and opposing one truth under pretence of supporting another. For what kind of Messiah, or Savior, are you looking? My friend if you are trying to force Jesus into your own mold, sorry, he won’t fit; for His is The Lord.

Jesus says to them, “Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you; for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.” Jesus said he would be with them in person for only a short time, and they should take advantage of his presence while they had it. Like a light in a dark place, he would show them where to go. If they walked in his light, they would become “children of light,” revealing the truth and pointing people to God. As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be Jesus Christ’s light bearers, letting his light shine through us. Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, how brightly is your light shinning? To those who have not received Jesus into their life, the light is still shining so long you are still alife, but after death there will be no more time for you be saved from going to the lake of fire.
38-41. Although Jesus had done so many miracles, and more importantly he had told them the truth of God’s Word, but they would not believe in him. Likewise, many today would not believe despite all God does. There are a lot of people in the world who would never want to listen to the Gospel; but we must not be discouraged if our witness for Jesus Christ do not turn as many to him as we would like. Our job is to continue as faithful witnesses. We are responsible to reach out to others, but they are responsible for their own decisions.  
People in Jesus’ time, like those in the time of Isaiah, even in our time, would not believe despite the evidence. The Scripture tells us that as a result, God blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart. If you ask, does it mean God intentionally prevented these people from believing in Him? The answer is no. God simply confirmed their own choices. After a lifetime of resisting God, they had become so set in their ways that they would not even try to understand Jesus’ message. These would continue in their sinful ways to their own destruction (Exodus chapter 14) “To whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? i.e., “Who will accept God’s mighty miracles as proof?” The question is from Isaiah 53 verse 1.  Along with those who refused to believe, many believed but refused to admit it. This is just as bad, and Jesus had strong words for such people saying, “That he will shortly, in the day of triumph, own those who now own him, in the day of trial, when those who deny him shall be for ever disowned and rejected by him, (Matthew 10 verses 32 and 33). First, it is our duty, and if we do it, it will hereafter be our unspeakable honor and happiness, to confess Jesus Christ before people. 

42-48. Some of the chief rulers believed Jesus to be the Messiah, but were afraid to say so publicly. The Pharisees had controlling power and would have put them out of the synagogue. These rulers loved the applause of the people more than the approval of God. Going along with the crowd is an ancient practice and a modern one as well. There are clergymen today who fear the establishment, who are concerned with their upward mobility, and who never want to put their retirement benefits in jeopardy.
Here Jesus raises his voice and crying intimately, in his boldness in speaking. Though they had no courage openly to profess faith in his doctrine, he had courage openly to publish it; if they were ashamed of it, he was not, but set his face as a flint, Isa. 50 verse 7. His earnestness in speaking to get their attention. He cried as one that was serious and importunate, and in good earnest in what he said, and was willing to impart to them, not only the gospel of God, but even his own soul.  It denotes his desire that all might take notice of it. This being the last time of the publication of his gospel by himself in person, he makes proclamation, "Whoever will hear me, let them come now.’’ Now what is the conclusion of the whole matter, this closing summary of all Jesus Christ’s discourses? It is much like that of Moses (Deuteronomy 30 verse 15 ): See, I have set before you life and death. So Jesus Christ here takes leave of the temple, with a solemn declaration of three things: The privileges and dignities of those that believe; this gives great encouragement to us to believe in Jesus Christ and to profess that faith. It is a thing of such a nature that we need not be shy either of doing it or of confessing it; for, by believing in Jesus Christ we are brought into an honorable acquaintance with God: He that believes on me, and so sees me, believes on him that sent me, and so sees him. He that believes on Christ, he does not believe in a mere man, such a one as he seemed to be, and was generally taken to be, but he believes in one that is the Son of God and equal in power and glory with the Father.

We always wondered what God is like. How can we know the Creator when he does not make himself visible? Jesus said plainly that those who see him see God, because he is God. If you want to know what God is like, study the person and words of Jesus Christ. 
The purpose of Jesus’ first mission on earth was not to judge people, but to show them the way to find salvation and eternal life. When he comes again, one of his main purpose will be to judge people for how they lived on earth. On the day of judgment, those who accepted Jesus and lived his way will be raised to eternal life (First Corinthians 15 verses 51 to 57; First Thessalonians 4 verses 15 to 16), and those who rejected Jesus and lived any way they pleased will face eternal punishment (Revelation 21 verses 11 to 15). My friends if you are reading this message, please decide now which side you will be on, for the consequences of your decision will last forever.
49-50. Jesus says, “I have not spoken of myself, but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.” These verses are fitting summary of the ministry of Jesus as it approaches its end. He delivered the message given him by the Father. He kept back nothing that was profitable for anyone to hear. He set us an example of supreme obedience to the Father, confirming his identity as prophesied by Moses to the people, (Deuteronomy 18 verses 15 to 19). 
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