Sabbath Day Sermon of March 7th, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus says to you “Be Not Afraid, Only Believe.”
Mark Chapter 5 [:36]
“When thou prayest enter into thine inner chamber.” Now that you have learned to enter into your inner chamber to pray as Jesus instructed, here is a lesson of the greatest importance, namely this, that when alone in the inner chamber you must up your petitions trusting implicitly in the love of God Almighty and the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Take time to ask yourself, the question: Is my heart full of great and steadfast Faith in God Almighty’s love? If this is not the case, do not begin to pray at once, especially, if your memory is still running based on past events that are on your mind. 

Faith does not come of itself. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God Almighty; this goes together with believing and doing what you hear. (Romans 10:17-21; Luke 6:44-49). Consider quietly how impossible it is for God Almighty to lie (Hebrews 6:18). He is ready with infinite love to give you a blessing. Take some text of Scripture in which God Almighty’s power and faithfulness and love are revealed. Appropriate the words, and say, “Yes Lord, I will pray in firm faith in Thee and in Thy great love.”

It is a mistake to limit the word “faith,” to the forgiveness of sins, and our acceptance as children of God Almighty. Faith includes far more. Now faith is the reality of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrew 11:1). Of course faith is personally appropriated, but it is first of all an objective quality. To describe it in modern terms, faith is an insight into the reality of the invisible divine world. It is related to hope, to be sure, but as a motivation that sustains hope when the goals hoped for are not visible.
 Therefore, we must have faith in all that God Almighty is willing to do for us. We must have faith each day according to our special needs. God Almighty is infinitely great and powerful, Jesus Christ has so much grace for each new day that our faith must reach out afresh each day according to the need of the day. 

If you ask, “How much is God Almighty willing to do for us?” My friends, God Almighty is willing and able to do exceedingly abundantly, above all we ask of Him. But it will be according to the power that works in us, that is, only if you believe (Mark 5:34-36). All things are possible for those who believe, that is, those who would not allow any of these three things in their life that do not belong in the Kingdom of God Almighty: fear, negativity, and doubt. These three things make a lukewarm Christian (Revelation 3: 15-16; James 1:5-8; Hebrews 6:11).

When you enter into your inner chamber, even before you begin to pray, ask yourself: “Do I believe that God Almighty is here with me and that the Lord Jesus will help me to pray, and I may expect to spend a blessed time in communion with my Father in heaven?”Jesus Christ often taught His disciples how indispensable faith was to true prayer. He will teach you this lesson too. Remain in fellowship with Him, and ask Him to strengthen your faith in His Almighty power. Jesus Christ says to you and me as to Martha: “Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the glory of God Almighty” (John 11:40).

In verse 21 and beyond Jesus heals a bleeding woman and restores a girl to live. At this point Jesus re-crossed the Sea of Galilee, probably landing at Capernaum. Jairus was the elected ruler of the local synagogue. He was responsible for supervising worship, running the weekly school, and caring for the building. Many synagogue rulers had close ties to the Pharisees. It is likely, therefore, that some synagogue rulers had been pressured not to support Jesus. Most Rabbis today in their modern approach to Scripture with the whole purpose of deleting Jesus Christ from the Old Testament, refer to Him as “that man.”
For Jairus to bow before Jesus was a significant and perhaps daring act of respect and worship. One might think the rabbi bowed before Jesus because he was desperate, and not that he was a believer of Jesus before he needed Jesus' help. But coming to terms with how much God Almighty loves us all, will help you understand that He had planned to save the rabbi and his house by the miracle of Jesus raising his daughter to life. He has done the same in the lives of many Islamic Clerics, Hindu priests, rabbis, and many followers of false religions by saving them from their heathen religions in our time. 

As Jesus went with Jairus, many people followed and thronged him. Now this woman with an issue of blood caused by the incurable condition of menstrual or uterine disorder which would have made her ritually unclean (Leviticus 15:25-27) and excluded her from most social contact for well over 12 years. She desperately wanted Jesus to heal her, but she knew that her bleeding would cause Jesus to be unclean under the law if she touched him. Still, she reached out by faith and was healed. 
The woman shows her trust by touching the tip of Jesus’ garment, and by coming forward in spite of her fear, she learns that her faith is rewarded by peace and lasting health. My friends, sometimes we feel our problems will keep us from God Almighty. But He is our loving and faithful Father and He is always ready to help, and we should never allow our fear to keep us from approaching Him.

32-34. Jesus was not angry with this woman for touching Him. He knew she had touched Him, but He stopped and asked who touched me to teach her and us something about faith. Although she was healed when she touched him, Jesus said her faith caused the cure. In other words, she was healed because she acted upon her faith. Genuine faith involves action. Faith that isn’t put into action is not faith at all.

Most people when in crises are confused, afraid, and without hope like Jairus was when he came seeking Jesus for help. We noted here that while Jesus was still speaking to the ruler of the synagogue, the bad news came to him from a member of his household that his daughter was now dead and that there was no need for him to bother Jesus to come to his house. 
But Jesus said to the ruler “Be not afraid, only believe.” In Jesus, there is always hope and promise for those who would believe. If at any time you feel hopeless and afraid, stop the worrier clock and look at your problem from Jesus’ point of view. He is the source of all hope and promise. In His Kingdom, there is no fear, no negativity, and no doubt. When Jesus arrived at the ruler’s house loud wailing was going on which is customary at a person’s death in many cultures. 
Lack of it in those cultures is the ultimate disgrace and disrespect. The mourners began to mock Jesus when he said, “The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” No doubt the girl was dead, but Jesus used the image of sleep to indicate that her condition was temporary and that she would be restored.

Jesus' tolerance of the crowd mockery was intended to teach an important lesson about maintaining hope and trust in Him. The whole people of the world have always laughed at God Almighty’s claims, which seem ridiculous to them. But those of us who live in the secret place of the Most Highest God Almighty and abide under His shadow in Jesus Christ, know how it feels to be where we live in the bosom of the Father; there we enjoy the benefits of being His children.

As true Christians, we must bear in mind that when we are belittled for expressing faith in Jesus Christ and hope for eternal life, we must remember that unbelievers don’t see from God Almighty’s perspective (John 14: 17; Mark 8:18). Here Jesus not only demonstrated great power, but he also showed compassion. Jesus' power over nature, evil spirits, and death were motivated by compassion, for a demon-possessed man who lived among the tombs, for a diseased woman, and the family of the dead girl. 
The rabbis of the day considered such people unclean. Polite society avoided them. But Jesus reached out and helped anyone in need who believed. Jesus says, “Ask it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find.” My friends, we would suggest you do both, ask and seek first the Kingdom of God Almighty and his righteous (Matthew 7:7-8; Matthew 6:33).
Finally, we must notice the details in this passage that point to the climax of the Gospel. Such hints are revealed to keep us moving to the place where Jesus’ journey leads. For example, Peter, James, and John, who witness the raising of the dead girl here, will soon question what “to rise from the dead” means (John 9:10). Likewise the fearful, trembling woman with the issue of blood points to the three women who will leave the empty tomb “seized with trembling and bewilderment,” so afraid that they say nothing to anyone (Mark 16:8). There is almost no section of the Gospel that does not draw us to its conclusion. Throughout the Gospel, we are asked to stay with Jesus to the end. Even when life’s confusion and tragedies get us down, we are reminded: “Fear is useless. What is needed is trust in God Almighty, who brings life, even from death.”
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