Sabbath Sermon of March 3, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Mount of Olives Discourse

Mark Chapter 13

It was probably about 15 years or so before Jesus was born that Herod the great set out to remodel and rebuild the temple, which had stood for nearly 500 years since the days of Ezra (Ezra 6:14). Here Jesus after visiting the Temple grounds probably to make sure there were more trading going on there, and as he was leaving the Temple are when one of his disciples drew his attention to the stones of the Temple and how magnificent they were. But Jesus replied by sharing with them the prophetic story of what would happen to those stones and to the Temple buildings. According to Jesus all that stone and the buildings themselves would be coming down for the following reasons; the fact that the people had rejected the gospel message of Jesus Christ. We recall that in the previous chapter, the people had left out and discarded the chief corner stone in their project, and God is now ready to build his new building with the rejected chief cornerstone at its foundation. Jesus said the Temple building by Herod must come down because even though Herod the great had made the Temple one of the most beautify buildings in Jerusalem.  Although the commandment had been given to restore and rebuild Jerusalem unto the Messiah at the same time Herod was rebuilding the temple, the temple he built was not to honor God, but to appease the people who he ruled. Jesus’ prophecy that not one stone would be left upon another was fulfilled in 70 A.D, when the Romans completely destroyed the Temple and the entire city of Jerusalem (Dan 9-24-25; Ezra 4:24; 6: 1-15; Neh. 2:1-8; 3:1; Isa. 9:6; John 1:41; 4:25).
3-6. Thereafter on Mount Olive over looking the Temple, Jesus’ disciples further asked him two questions: (1) When shall these things be? i.e., the destruction of the temple buildings; (2) what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? Jesus here speaks to them about “The Door Signs,” of the events that will happen first before his coming. 

Jesus warned them and us by saying: “Take heed that no man deceive you. “ In other words, do not let anyone tell you any different on what I am about to tell you. For many shall come in my name, saying I am Christ, I am a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ or that Jesus sent them, but most of these will be self appointed and they will misrepresent my Word. Many would take advantage of your love for me and for the things of God and will try to mislead you. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you (2Pet. 2:3). You must therefore, strive to search out and learn my true Word and keep them.

“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, and nations shall rise against each other: but I tell you these things now so you know what is to come.” Some of these upheavals will come as a result of God’s judgment of the sins of nations. As nations shall be used to judge the sins of other nations. There will be a renewed wave of planned persecutions against the believers in all nations, but this will be the beginning of the evil that shall come upon the people of the earth. Be careful that you do not become one of those who would be offended during this period of persecution, thinking, why is God allowing these things to happen, and then fall into the temptation of rejecting your salvation in Jesus Christ.

"And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” One of the door signs is the emergence of the prophets of the antichrist in our time. Some of these false prophets will come in several different forms: some as university professors, deceiving priests and Popes, false preachers, pastors, evangelists; psychiatrists, psychologists, medical doctors, you are all gods speakers at seminars, speakers on mysteries of the ancient religions and Self-Esteem, priests of Freemasonry, Project/Quest. By hordes of so-called shamans, gurus, channelers, high priests,  clairvoyants, magicians, yogis, wizards, witches, necromancers, dream-interpreters, transcendentalists,  spiritualists, diviners, and a variety of other dolts, all frantically waving wands, rods and pointed fingers; chanting mantras, developing chakras, kundalini, burning candles and incense, drawing pagan holy circles, squares and triangles; selling talismans and charms, veneration of the dead, astral traveling, reading fortunes from greasy Tarot cards and plastic runes; mouthing incantations, achieving cosmic awareness, reaching ecstasy through tantra, gaining power, claiming healing by means of crystals; theorizing on the Cabala, practicing Norse magic, Celtic magic, Enochian magic, Teutonic magic, ceremonial magic, temple magic and herb magic.

These false prophets will be instrumental in deceiving and drafting in the masses into the several Luciferian brotherhood and secret societies that are already in place, by means of false teachings, miracles and signs, weeping statues of Mary, teaching slaying in the spirit, system change and controls; through business connections, careers, opportunities and associations; the infiltration of associations, religious organizations and educational institutions. However, believers who will endure unto the end, those who would hold their grounds until relieved; until the day of their rapture will be redeemed.

"And because iniquity and abomination shall abound the love of many shall wax cold." The falling away from the faith by so many believers, probably in attempting to save their material lives, and some in pursuit of material things as iniquity abounds. The love of many who call me Lord today, will grow cold during the end times and during the great persecution. But all, at one time, had love and were hot in their affection for the things of God. No one can become cold who has not first been hot, and no one can lose love who has not first had it. This is a serious warning to believers as the end of the age approaches (Matt. 24:12, 13).
Finally, the Lord relates his coming to the preaching of the gospel to all the world. So long as Jesus tarries, the Great Commission has not been fully carried out. The call to the Church to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to all the world cannot be more clearer in this passage.

“This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24:34). In the sense that Jerusalem was destroyed in A. D. 70, Christ’s contemporaries did live to the fulfillment of that prophecy 40 years later. However, in the later days the generation refers to those living at the time of the beginning of the signs characterizing the end times—they will live to see the fulfillment of the remaining prophecies.

This illustration teaches believers that they must be watchful and ready for the coming of the Lord Jesus. The foolish virgins were careless, assuming they had plenty of time to get ready when the event approached.
7-10. Although life was becoming more difficult in the world for many at the time, but the end shall not be yet. Jesus nowhere taught that he would return the second time shortly after his ascension. His return will be according to God’s timetable, not man’s. In other words, you are not to wonder whether a certain person is the Messiah or whether these are the “end times’ When Jesus returns, both believers and unbelievers shall know beyond a doubt, because it will be evident to all believers and to unbelievers as well. 

Again, no one knows when this time will be (Mark 13:13). So believers must be cautious about saying, “This is the time or this is it!” but we are to be bold in our total commitment to have our hearts and life ready for his return. The time lag is indeterminate (not fixed). So believers should live as though He were coming today, and yet at the same time, they should make proper preparations for their earthly life as though He were not coming for a long time.
11-22. Jesus Christ’s followers will suffer persecution and be called upon to speak to their own defense. The Holy Spirit will supply them with words in the hour of their need. Their own wisdom and resolution will be helped by the Spirit. None of us is capable in himself or herself of doing and saying the right things under such circumstances. In the meantime while we wait for his return, we are to learn our lessons well, and in his timing he will tell us where to go, what to do, and what to say.
Brother betraying the brother to death, and children against their parents and causing them to be put to death. Some of that we saw it indtroduced in Germany when the brown shirt kids were used to report their parents who were later arrested and put to death. We also saw how these children who betrayed their parents, now as orphans were later deployed to man the machines guns that were abandoned by the regular soldiers.
“Standing where it ought not,” i.e., “standing in the temple.” Jesus quotes Daniel 9:27 about the defiling of the temple. In the Old and New Testaments what is described as the “abomination of desolation” appears in Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11; Matt. 14:15; and Mark 13:14. It has three different fulfillments. The first occurred under Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B.C., when the temple was desecrated, the services suspended, a statue of Zeus set up and the Holy of Holies profaned. A pig was also offered as a sacrifice. The second fulfillment occurred in A.D 70 under Titus and Vespasian when Roman legions sacked the city burned the temple to the ground, and defiled the sanctuary. In 38 A.D, just a few years after Jesus gave this warning, the emperor Caligula made plans to put his own statue in the Temple, but he died before this could be carried out. The third fulfillment is yet future; it will come during the time of the great tribulation.  Dan. 9 is regarded by some as a rather comprehensive description of the New Testament Antichrist: “He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, Antiochus did precisely this as well. Moreover, in A.D 70 the temple was itself destroyed and sacrifices ended to this very hour. 
21-23. God has his elect, for he knows who are his own. They will be preserved despite the seductive approaches of the enemy of souls. Yet Jesus warns even the elect to take heed and be carful, he has warned them ahead of time and what dangers lie ahead and how they will be exposed to the wiles of the devil. Jesus prophesied that many believers would be misled before his return by false teachers claiming to have revelations from God. Believers who would be susceptible to the deceptions of the last days, would be those who would rely entirely on the so called new revelations without first searching through the scriptures to see whether those things are so (Acts. 17:11). True prophecy does not contradict the Scriptures, rather it edifies and encourages the members in the Word of God and glorifies Him.
24-34. The disruption of sun, moon, and stars will take place before the second coming of Jesus Christ. This should assure all believers who remain alive until Jesus’ coming that Jesus has not come and will not come until these disturbances of nature occur first. Jesus tells us, however, that even if the earth passes away, the truth of his words will never be changed or abolished. God and his Word provide the only stability in our unstable world. Unfortunately, most people today spend their time learning the arithmetical and the industry of this temporary world and accumulating its possessions, while neglecting the Bible and its eternal truths.
Several months and sometimes years go into most of our plans in life for success in career, family, getting married, buying a home and having a baby, but how many of us place the same importance on preparing for Jesus Christ’s return? The return of Jesus ought to be the most important event in our lives as believers; because its results will last forever. It is a dangerous thing to think you can postpone preparing for it, because no one knows when they are going to die or when Jesus will return. Remember that if you die without accepting Jesus Christ you will spend eternity in the lake of fire which is the final death.

35-37. God’s people are enjoined to be watchful, in other words to “be awake,” “keep awake,” be alert and on guard,” or watch out.” We are not to be misled by confusing claims or idle interpretations of what will happen. We should not be afraid to tell people about Jesus Christ, despite what they might say or do to us. We must endure by faith and not be surprised by persecution. Believers are to be courageous (1 Cor. 16:13), prayerful (Luke 21:36; Eph.6:18), and thankful (Col. 4:2). Blessings await those who watch (Rev. 16:15). Above all we are to look for the coming of the Lord since we know neither the day nor the hour (Matt. 24:42). 

If you are reading this message today, I pray that this message will stimulate in you the right living for God in a world where God’s Word is largely ignored.
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