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Jesus Rises from the Dead As He Had Said

Mark Chapter 16

In the previous chapter we read about the women who stood and beheld where Jesus was buried. In this chapter we read that these women went and purchased spices on the even of the Seventh day Sabbath that had ended so they could go to the tomb early when it was still dark (John 20:1) and anoint Jesus’ body as a sign of love, devotion and respect.  It was still dark, not on a Sunday according to God’s day from even to even: 12 day time hours and 12 night time hours (John 11:9; Lev. 23:32; Gen. 1:5). Bringing spices to the tomb was like bringing flowers to a grave today. Bringing flowers and spices to a grave yard and talking to the death is not recommended in the Scripture, and it is not Christian. These women probably acted in accordance to what everyone was doing then as we see today in our society, people going to the cemeteries with flowers and talking to the dead. 
Here the three women who came to anoint the body of Jesus with spices speak about the problem of moving the stone that closed over Jesus’ tomb. It was a large stone and they did not have the power to move it. The fact that they actually had concerns on how to move the stones, proved how defective their understanding of Jesus’ message. He had told his followers that he would rise from the dead on the third day (Matt. 12:39-40).  In that event there would be no need for more unguents (ointment) to anoint his body. However, the empty tomb was a surprise to them, and a lesson for everyone to learn and to listen to the message of Jesus Christ.
4-14. The angel did not roll away the stone so Jesus could get out, but for authentication purposes, so others could get in and see for themselves that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead just as he said. Just as in his death, the Jewish elders who planned and promoted his death, Pilate, the Centurion, Joseph Arimanthaea, and the women were eye witnesses that he was dead. 

With regard to the number of angels at the tomb, each of the gospel writers chose to highlight different details as he explained the same story, just as eyewitnesses to a news story each may highlight a different aspect of that event. Mark actually emphasized the angel who spoke. The unique emphasis of each Gospel shows that the four accounts were written independently. This should give us confidence that all four are true and reliable.
9. “When Jesus was risen, early the first day he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils;” much was forgiven her, and much was given her, and done for her, and she loved much; when others left and went home, she stuck around the tomb, and this honor Christ did her, that she was the first that saw him after his resurrection. The closer we cleave to Christ, the sooner we may expect to see him, and the more to see of him.
How important is the resurrection of Jesus Christ? It is vitally important for many reasons (1) Jesus kept his promise to rise from the dead, so we can believe he will keep all his other promises, (2) The resurrection ensures that the ruler of God’s eternal Kingdom will be the living Christ, not just an idea, hope, or dream, (3)  Jesus Christ’s resurrection gives us the assurance that we also will be resurrected, (4) The power of God that brought Jesus Christ’s body back from the dead is available to us to bring our morally and spiritually dead selves back to life so we can change and grow (1 Cor. 15:12-19), (5) The resurrection provides the substance of the church’s witness to the world. We do not merely tell lessons from the life of a good teacher; we proclaim the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The angel made special mention of Peter to show that, in spite of Peter’s denials, Jesus had not disowned or deserted him. Again, Peter’s denial of Jesus occurred before Jesus died on the cross, and all sins were destroyed and forgotten at Jesus’ death on the cross. If Judas ever had any understanding of Jesus’ message and the faith to face his mess, he would not have hanged himself. He would have also obtained forgiveness just like Peter and the other disciples. 
Jesus had great responsibilities for Peter and the other apostles to fulfill in the church that was not yet in existence. They were to meet Jesus in Galilee “as he said unto you” said the angel (Mk. 14:28). This is where Jesus had called most of them to be “fishers of men” Matt: 4:19), and it would be where this mission would be restarted (John 21). But the disciples were still afraid of the Jews, and chose to remain behind locked doors in Jerusalem (John 20:19). Jesus then went to Jerusalem where he met them first since after his resurrection (Luke 24:36) and later in Galilee (John 21). In Jerusalem, Jesus reprimanded his disciples for their unbelief in not believing the messages brought to them of his resurrection. After meeting with his disciples in Galilee, Jesus returned to Jerusalem, where he ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:12).
Jesus did appear not only to the twelve, he probably appeared to more believers, who may not have reported it for fear of the Jewish leaders. Here in verse 12 he appeared to two believers traveling on the road. When the two finally realized who Jesus was, they rush back to Jerusalem and told the twelve disciples. Jesus will always show himself to those looking for him, and to those who need to come to him. So it is not enough to read about Jesus Christ as a personality or to study his teachings. You must also believe he is God, trust him to save you, and accept him as the Lord of your life. This is the difference between knowing Jesus and knowing about him. Only when you know him will you be motivated to share with others what he has done for you.
15-18. Jesus Christ delivers the great commission four other times in the New Testament (Matt. 28:18-20). Luke 24:44-49, John 20:21, and Acts 1:8). The evangelizing of the entire world is the church’s primary mission. Before Jesus Christ returns to earth the gospel must have been preached to all the world. It is the faith that comes from the resurrection that is the driving power that carries missionaries around the world and sets Jesus Christ’s church in motion. If you ever felt that you do not have the skill or determination to be a witness for Jesus Christ, it is just that you must personally realize the meaning: that Jesus rose from the dead and lives for you today. As you grow in your relationship with him, he will give you both the opportunities and the inner strength to tell his message. The world may never be totally saved, not because there is not enough room for everyone in the Kingdom of God, but it is that there are many by choice will choose not to go to heaven. However, although not all people will believe in the message of Jesus by their own choosing, nevertheless, the command is that we tell everyone we come across the message of salvation that they may have the opportunity to make their own decision regarding where they will spend eternity; heaven or hell.
Jesus’ message is so simple to tell, he said “go into all the world telling everyone that he paid the penalty for sin and that those who believe in him can be forgiven and live eternally with God.”
17-20. “And these signs shall follow them that believe.”  In the name of Jesus believers will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues as the Holy Spirit gives utterance. This would be impossible if there were no such thing as demon possessed. The Bible would then be inaccurate. It does not matter what any skeptic scholar says, we know that what Jesus said cannot fall to the ground; it will always remain the true guide to his followers and his Church. When we pray and act in the name of the Lord Jesus, in accordance to his commandments, the signs and wonders would take place each time we pray and act in his name.  
In Acts 16:18 we read that Paul cast out a demon in the name of Jesus Christ. That act by Paul serves to enforce what is said here, even if as some skeptics have claimed, purposefully, to dishonor the Word of God that this verse was not in the original text, but the principle enunciated in it is consistent with the Pauline practice and the Word of God (Mark 16:17-18).
Most people think that being baptized make them true Christians. But “It is he or she who believes,” and not he or she who is baptized; so it is not the water baptism that saves, but God’s grace accepted through faith in Jesus Christ. Only Jesus saves nothing else, not the church. Baptism alone, without faith, does not guarantee that a person will go to heaven. If you are baptized and you don’t believe, you will be damned. Jesus said, “If you love me keep my commandments,” and that is what it means to believe if you do not wish to be damned. Only those who really love him and keep his commandments will go to heaven.

In regard to signs and wonders, God intervenes miraculously to protect his followers. God gives his children special powers, unfortunately, most Christians are not aware of how much power God makes available when they act in his name. Paul handled a snake safely, but not purposefully; he accidently gathered it in a bundle of sticks to make fire. We do not prove to be children of God or that he has given us power by going around handling snakes to show off. That would be testing God by putting ourselves in dangerous situations.
When Jesus ascended to heaven, his physical presence left the disciples (Acts 1:9). But Jesus remained with them, and remains with us today through his Spirit. We rejoice and praise God that Jesus’ statement to the High Priest at his trial was accomplished in that Jesus is sitting at God’s right hand which signifies the completion of his work, his authority as God, and his coronation as the everlasting King (Mark 14: 60-62; Dan 7:13).
Mark’s gospel emphasizes Jesus Christ’s power as well as his servant-hood. Jesus life and teaching turned the world upside down and continue to do so. The world sees power as a way to gain control over others. But Jesus, with all authority and power in heaven and earth, chose to serve others. He held children in his arms, healed the sick, washed the disciples; feet, and died for the sins of the world. Jesus’ followers today received this same power to serve. As believers, we are called to be servants of Jesus Christ. As Jesus Christ served, we must endeavor to serve. Remember that if you are willing to serve, Jesus will do all the work through you.
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