Sabbath Day Sermon of March 30, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How to have Eternal Life

Matthew Chapter 19:16-30.
In this chapter the young man in verse 16 came seeking assurance of eternal life, Jesus pointed out to him that salvation does not come from good deeds unaccompanied by obedience and love for God Almighty. This man no doubt needed a whole new starting point in life. Instead of adding another commandment to keep or good deed to perform, he needed to submit humbly to the lordship of Jesus Christ for a change of heart. In other words, all good works go to waste without total submission of oneself to Jesus Christ.
17-21. Jesus responded to the young man’s question about how to have eternal life, and told him to keep God Almighty’s Ten Commandments. The young man inquired to know which part or the law Jesus referred, Jesus then listed about six of them, all referring to relationships with others. Unfortunately, it is in these six areas that most people fall short. However, when the young man replied that he had kept them, Jesus told him “if you wish to be perfect,” that he must do something more, that is, sell everything and give the money to the poor. The young man was unable to accept Jesus’ invitation to the new stage of perfection beyond the observance of the law.
Jesus’ statement exposed the young man’s weakness. In reality, his wealth was his idol, his “graven image,” and he would not give it up, that is, commit his money or time to the work of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ. Thus he violated the first and greatest commandment (Exodus 20:3; Matthew 22:36-40).
If you ask, “Was Jesus asking this young man to literarily give away all his wealth to the poor?” You see, when Jesus told this young man that he would “be perfect” if he gave everything he had to the poor, he wasn’t speaking in the temporal human sense. Jesus was explaining how to be “justified,” made whole or complete, in God Almighty’s sight. It was the condition of this young man’s heart that needed repair, because it appears his wealth was controlling him, instead of him controlling his wealth. To enter into the Kingdom of heaven, the young man needed to become poor not in material things, but in spirit if he must enter therein and sit with Jesus on his throne (Matthew 5:3; Revelation 3:21). However, the inability of the young man to accept Jesus’ challenge sets the scene for the general teachings on the possibility of wealth becoming an obstacle to discipleship.
“Sell all you have and give it to the poor and come and follow me,” means if you want to live for God Almighty you must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world. You must be willing to give when others take, to love when others hate, to help when others abuse. By giving up your own rights in order to serve others, you will one day receive everything God Almighty has in store for you.
As Christians, Jesus is not saying we should sell every material thing we have been given by God Almighty. We are to use them to care for our own needs and the needs of our families as not to be a burden on others. We should, however, be prepared and willing to give up everything if God Almighty asks us to do so. This kind of attitude allows nothing to come between you and God Almighty and keeps you from using your God-given wealth selfishly. My friends, if you are comforted by the fact that Jesus did not tell all his followers to sell all their possessions, then you may be already too attached to your possessions. This is something you need to work on, that is, not to be too attached to your material belongings. “For you cannot serve God Almighty and mammon at the same time. Again, what shall it profit you if you gain the whole world and lose your own soul?”
22-26. Most Christians would be quick to tell you how much they love the LORD, while they keep their money to themselves. It is very important to understand that loving the Lord totally means using the money he has given you and spending your time in ways that please him as His ambassador for the Gospel message. Because it is impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, it appears impossible for a rich person to get into heaven. Jesus explained, however, that with God Almighty all things are possible. 
Observe what Jesus says here: that even rich people who have a lot of wealth and a lot of time in their hands can enter the Kingdom of heaven by faith in Jesus Christ, not in self or riches, is what counts. My friends, if you are counting on your wealth or good works to get you into heaven, please be informed today that Jesus says you won’t be going to heaven. Entering into the Kingdom of heaven require total reliance in what Jesus has done: his death on the Cross for your sin and of the whole world.
In other words, until you have accepted the finished work of Jesus Christ by which he has made a way of escape through the forgiveness of sins, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Jesus was loud and clear when he said that: “No man cometh unto the Father except by Me;” meaning that no one can enter into the Kingdom of heaven without accepting Him first as Lord and Savior. My friends take it or leave it. Jesus Christ will always have the last word (Matthew 24:35; Psalm 102:25, 26).
The disciples were confused. Because of their upbringing, they thought that if anyone could be saved it would be the rich and the famous, whom their culture considered especially blessed by God Almighty. But most people get rich by evil means, to mention but a few: drug dealing, human trafficking, soul scalping, stealing, etc.

27-28. In the Bible and in Christianity, God Almighty rewards his people according to his justice. In following God Almighty, obedience often brings reward in this life (Deuteronomy 28:1-14), but obedience and immediate reward are not always linked. If they were, good and obedient people would always be rich, and suffering would always be a sign of sin.
 As true Christians our true reward is God Almighty’s presence and his power indwelling us through the Holy Spirit. Later, in eternity, we would be rewarded for our faith and service. If you are constantly wondering why God Almighty has not given you all the material rewards you think you deserve in this life for your every faithful deed, my friends, it is probably for your own preservation lest you be tempted to boast about your achievements and act out of wrong motivations, and fall away. God Almighty wants you in heaven with him, that is, if you have made the choice to go, and He will do everything in his power to preserve you until you come home to Him. 

29-30. We are assured in Jesus Christ that whatever valuable thing we have given up for his sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although not necessarily in the same form, but according to God Almighty’s dividing justice. For example, if we are rejected by our family for accepting Jesus Christ, we will gain a larger family of believers.


“Many that are first, shall be last, and the last shall be first.” Here Jesus turns the world values upside down. In consideration of the most powerful or well-known people in our world, how many of them got where they are by being mild-tempered, self-effacing, and gentle? We would say not many. But in the life to come, Jesus offers eternal life, and the last shall be first if they got in last place by choosing to follow Jesus. Here you have it, the reason most of us who have received eternal life in Jesus should serve to help bring those who have not received it. My friends do not forfeit eternal life with Jesus Christ for temporary benefits. But be willing to make sacrifices with your possessions and your personal time now for greater rewards later. You should be willing to accept man’s disapproval for God Almighty’s approval.
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