Sabbath Sermon of March 2nd, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Smitten Temple and the Slain People

Amos Chapter 8 and 9

God shows Amos a basket of summer fruit. It signifies that Israel is ripe for ruin as our nation America is rip for ruin today. There shall be universal desolation over all the land. Here Israel is our example, because Israel raised temples for their idols which are no different from the temples of Satan that are everywhere in our country today. Israel went to idols singing their ribald songs, rising up to commit sexual sins, and going forth to cheat the poor, short-change the buyers of their wares, and commit every conceivable abomination. God will turn their singing into mourning, as dead bodies are scattered over the landscape as seed is sown in the spring. The fruit of their evil deeds is likened to a basket full of rip fruit ready to be consumed, as they will be, because of their failure to repent and turn to their God.

What were the sins of Israel why she was severely punished? God now discloses what the sins of Israel are: “They have no reverence for God; they have only the forms of godliness, not the substance, they cheat; they treat the poor barbarously and without mercy. These merchants kept the religious holidays but not in spirit. They could not wait for the holidays and Sabbaths to be over so they could go back to making money. Their interest was in enriching themselves, even if that meant cheating, short changing the quantity, reducing the quality and while boosting the price.” They must be punished, and God has taken an oath by himself to do so. He will bring ruin upon them. It will come when they do not expect it and it will turn their laughter into mourning. Even their songs shall become howlings. If what God described here is no worse than what is happening in America, don’t you think it is time you called to Jesus to save you in other that you may be able to escape the judgment that is already on the horizon over America? If you are reading this message today, do you take a day to rest and worship God at least once a week on his Sabbath Day, or is making money more important to you than anything else? When you give your time to God, is your heart in your worship, or is your attendance a front for unethical practices? The Lord is waiting for your answer, and for your call to him to save you.
The worst of all punishments that God may cause to come upon any people as it did come upon Israel, is that there will be a famine of the Word of God; not of bread and water. No prophets will be sent to them and no visions from God given to guide them. For where there is no vision, the people perish (Proverbs 29:18). They shall run to and fro, trying to find a word from God, but they will not find it. The parable is simple. When they had the pure Word of God they rejected it, now they will have nothing from God to reject.

In chapter 9 beginning from verse 1, Amos speaks of the justice of God passing sentence upon a provoking people. With what solemnity the sentence is passed. The prophet saw in a vision the Lord standing upon the altar, the altar of burnt-offerings; for the Lord has a sacrifice, and multitudes must fall as victims to his justice. The Lord had removed himself from the mercy-seat between the cherubim, and stands upon the altar, the judgment-seat, on which the fire of God used to fall, to devour the sacrifices. He stands upon the altar, to show that the ground of his controversy with this people was their profanation of his holy things; here he stands to avenge the quarrel of his altar, as also to signify that the sin of the house of Israel, like that of the house of Eli, shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever, (1 Samuel. 3:14). 
Examining the situation further, we read that The Lord God Almighty stands on the altar, purposefully, to prohibit sacrifice; for judgment would begin at the altar, the center of the nation’s life, the place where the people expected protection and blessing. Now the order given is, Smite the lintel of the door of the temple, the chapiter, smite it with such a blow that the posts may shake, and cut them, wound them in the head, all of them; break down the doors of God’s house, or of the courts of his house, in token of this, that he is going out from it, and forsaking it, and then all judgments are breaking in upon it. Or it signifies the destruction of those in the first place that should be as the door-posts to the nation for its defense, so that, they being broken down, it becomes as a city without gates and bars. "Smite the king, who is as the lintel of the door, that the princes, who are as the posts, may shake; cut them in the head, cleave them down, all of them, as wood for the fire; and I will slay the last of them, the posterity of them, them and their families, or the least of them, them and all that are employed under them; or, I will slay them all, them and all that remain of them, till it comes to the last man; the slaughter shall be general.’’ There is no living for those on whom God has said, I will slay them, no standing before his sword. What effectual care is taken that none shall escape the execution of this sentence. This is enlarged upon here, and is intended for warning to all that provoke the Lord to jealousy.
God is omnipresent. Those who seek to flee from God and to escape the judgment even by seeking refuge in hell, or in the kingdom of Satan, cannot hide from his angry hands. Whoever flees to the uttermost parts of the heavens will find they are not beyond the reach of God’s avenging hand. Wherever they are and wherever they flee to, they will not escape. Whether we go to the mountains or the bottom of the sea, God will find us and judge us for our deeds. The judgment of God on the wicked is pictured as a sea serpent, relentlessly pursuing the condemned wicked. God catches up with the wicked at last. And what he did to Israel, a people called by his name, should serve as warning to all peoples, in that he will do to those who spurn his grace and mock his law today, tomorrow, or till time shall be no more. For God’s faithful followers, however, judgment brings a new earth of peace and prosperity. My friends, does God’s judgment sound like good news to you or bad news to you? If it sounds bad, then it is time for you to repent and call to Jesus to save you before it is too late.
Israel thought she was specially favored, since God had delivered her from bondage in Egypt and called her a holy nation. God reminds her that he also delivered the Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir. God is concerned with all nations, not just Israel, chosen as she was.  But for some reason Israel had forgotten that God cannot spare any people for idolatry, not even people called by his name as was Israel.
11-15. In that day, or, “at that time.” Prophet Amos made pleasant his message of impending judgment with a word of hope and comfort for the future. The day would come when God would restore his renewed people to their land (Acts 15:16, 17).  Some think that Prophet Amos prophesied that the reinstatement of the house of David to a place of power will come after the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when Jesus will sit upon the throne of David as promised in Luke 1:32. That of course is true when Jesus returns, but God is also telling us today that if we would repent as a nation that he will bless our land. He has said this over and over again that “If this nation will turn away from their evil and abomination, and seek Me, The Almighty God, with all their heart and all their soul, and live and do that which is right in My sight, I will heal the people and heal the land, and I will send prosperity again for My name's sake," saith The Lord God. 

The Lord God Almighty is saying to every one of us to “Come! Come near! Draw near to Me and celebrate My Feasts and My Sabbaths. Observe My commandments and My statutes. When you hear My Word today and turn aside, and come near to celebrate My Feasts in obedience, abhorring the ways of the pagans, I will pardon your previous follies and your ignorance. Come! Come near and celebrate My Feasts in obedience to My Word if you are My true servant, that it may be well with thee," saith The Lord God Most High.
Here we see how justly God passes this sentence upon the people of Israel. He does not destroy them by an act of sovereignty, but by an act of righteousness; everyone according to their deeds, for it is a sinful kingdom, and the eyes of the Lord are upon it, discovering it to be so; he sees the great sinfulness of it, and therefore he will destroy it from off the face of the earth. When those kingdoms as American was once a Christian nation, that in name and profession were holy kingdoms, and kingdoms of priests, as Israel was, become sinful kingdoms, no other can be expected than that they should be cut off and abandoned. Thus “My glory has departed from America,” saith The Lord. Let sinful kingdoms, and sinful families, and sinful persons too, see the eyes of the Lord upon them, observing all their wickedness, and reserving the notice of it for the day of reckoning and recompense. This being a sinful kingdom, God makes light of it. Of the relation wherein he stood to it: “Are you not as children of Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel?” A sad change! Children of Israel become as children of the Ethiopians! People who did not obey God. They were so in themselves; that was their sin. It is a thing to be greatly lamented that the children of Israel or some times Christians often become as children of the Ethiopians; this children of godly parents degenerate, and become the reverse of those that went before them. Those that were well-educated, and trained up in the knowledge and fear of God, and set out well, and promised fair, throw off their profession and become as bad as the worst. How has the gold become dim! They were so in God’s account, and that was their punishment. The Lord God Almighty valued them no more, though they were children of Israel, than if they had been children of the Ethiopians. Those that by birth and profession are children of Israel, if they degenerate, and become wicked and vile, are to God no more than children of the Ethiopians. This is an intimation of the rejection of the unbelieving Jews in the days of the Messiah; because they embraced not the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God was taken from them, and cast out of covenant, became as children of the Ethiopians, and are so to this day. 
It is also true of those that are called Christians, but do not live up to their name and profession, that rest in the form of piety, but live under the power of reigning iniquity, that they are to God as children of the Ethiopians; he rejects them, and their services (Matthew 7:21-23). God makes light of the favors he had conferred upon them; they thought he would not, he could not, cast them off, and put them upon a level with other nations, because he had done that for them which he had not done for other nations, whereby they thought he was bound to them, so as never to leave them. "No,’’ says The Lord God Almighty, "The favors shown to you are not so distinguishing as you think they are: Have I not brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt?’’ It is true I have; but I have also brought the Philistines from Caphtor, or Cappadocia, where they were natives, or captives, or both; they are called the remnant of the country of Caphtor (Jeremiah 47:4), and the Philistim are joined with the Caphtorim, (Genesis. 10:14). In like manner the Syrians were brought up from Kir when they had been carried away thither, (2 Kings. 16:9). If God’s Israel lose the peculiarity of their holiness, they lose the peculiarity of their privileges; and what was designed as a favor of special grace shall be set in another light, shall have its property altered, and shall become an act of common providence; if professors of the Christian faith liken themselves to the world, God will level them with the world. And, if we live not up to the obligation of God’s mercies, we forfeit the honor and comfort of them. How graciously God will separate between the precious and the vile in the day of retribution. 
Though the wicked Israelites shall be as the wicked Ethiopians, and their being called Israelites shall stand them in no stead,  yet the pious Israelites shall not be as the wicked ones; no, the Judge of all the earth will do right, more right than to slay the righteous with the wicked, (Gen. 18:25). His eyes are upon the sinful kingdom, to spy out those in it who preserve their integrity and swim against the stream, who sigh and cry for the abominations of their land, and they shall be marked for preservation, so that the destruction shall not be total (Ezekiel. 9:4): “I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, nor ruin them by wholesale and in the gross, good and bad together, but I will distinguish, as becomes a righteous judge.” The house of Israel shall be sifted as corn is sifted; they shall be greatly hurried, and shaken, and tossed, but still in the hands of God, in both his hands, as the sieve in the hands of him that sifts: “I will sift the house of Israel among all nations. Wherever they are shaken and scattered,” God will have his eye upon them, and will take care to separate between the corn and chaff, which was the thing he designed in sifting them: (1) The righteous ones among them, that are as the solid wheat, shall none of them perish; they shall be delivered either from or through the common calamities of the kingdom; not the least grain shall fall on the earth, so as to be lost and forgotten—not the least stone says The Lord God, for the good corn is weighty as a stone in comparison with that which we call light corn. Whatever shakings there may be in the world, God does and will effectually provide that none who are truly his shall be truly miserable. (2.) The wicked ones among them who are hardened in their sins shall all of them perish. Listen to what they say, to what a height of impiety they have come to: They say, “The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us.” They think they are innocent, and do not deserve punishment, or that the profession they make of relation to God will be their exemption and security from punishment, or that they shall be able to make their part good against the judgments of God, that they shall flee so swiftly from them that they shall not overtake them, or guard so carefully against them that they shall not prevent or surprise them. Some of the wicked ones think they are doing God’s work. But hope of impunity is the deceitful refuge of the impenitent. For this is what it will come to at last: All the sinners that thus flatter themselves, and affront God, shall die by the sword, the sword of war, which to them shall be the sword of divine vengeance; yea, though they be the sinners of my people, for their profession Israelites or Christians shall not be their protection. 
To him to whom all the prophets bear witness, this prophet here in the close, bears his testimony, and speaks of that day, those days that shall come, in which God will do great things for his church, by the setting up of the Kingdom of the Messiah, for the rejecting of which the rejection of the Jews was foretold in the foregoing verses. The promise here is said to agree to the planting of the Christian Church, and in that to be fulfilled, (Acts. 15:15-17). It is promised, that in the Messiah the Kingdom of David shall be restored. God’s tabernacle is called the tabernacle of David because David desired and chose to dwell in God’s tabernacle for ever, (Ps. 61:4; 23:6).
Now these tabernacles had fallen and gone to decay, the royal family was so impoverished, its power abridged, its honor stained, and laid in the dust; for many of that generation degenerated, and in the captivity it lost the imperial dignity. Sore breaches were made upon it, and at length it was laid in ruins. So it was with the church of the Jews; in the latter days of it its glory departed, but by Jesus Christ these tabernacles were raised and rebuilt. In him God’s covenant with David had its accomplishment; and the glory of that house, which was not only tarnished, but quite sunk, revived again; the breaches of it were closed and its ruins raised up, as in the days of old; no, the spiritual glory of the family of Jesus Christ far exceeded the temporal glory of the family of David when it was at its height. In Jesus Christ also God’s covenant with Israel had its accomplishment, and in the Gospel-Church the tabernacle of God was set up among us again, and raised up out of the ruins of the Israelites church. 
This is quoted in the first Christian Council at Jerusalem as referring to the calling in of the Gentiles and God’s taking out of them a people for his name. While the world stands God will have a church in it, and, if it be fallen down in one place and among one people, it shall be raised up elsewhere. That the kingdom of God shall be enlarged, and the territories of it shall extend far, by the accession of many countries to it, that the house of David may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, that is, that Jesus Christ may have them given him for his inheritance, even the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession, (Ps. 2. 8). Those that had been strangers and enemies shall become willing faithful subjects to the Son of David, shall be added to the church, or those of them that are called by My name, saith the Lord, that is, that belong to the election of grace and are ordained to eternal life (Acts. 13:48), for it is true of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews that the election hath obtained and the rest were blinded, (Rome 11:7).  Jesus Christ died to gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad, here said to be those that were called by his name (John 10:16). The promise is to all that are afar off, even as many of them as the Lord our God shall call, (Acts. 2:39). This as a promise that the residue of men should seek after the Lord, even all the Gentiles upon whom my name is called (Acts 15:17; Exodus 12:48, 49).
Why does God yet warn the wicked to repent and come to him? It is that the greatness of God assures the worth of mankind. God, the all-powerful Creator, cares for his most valuable creation—people.
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