Sabbath Sermon of March 29, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Judgment and Salvation: The Choice Is Yours
Isaiah Chapter 65
In this prophesy by Isaiah, we are reminded that there are only two paths in life to choose from: the one that leads to life everlasting salvation in God, and the other which leads to everlasting judgment in the lake of fire. Therefore, choose you this day whom you will serve, the God Almighty or mammon. As for me and my house, we shall serve the Lord Almighty God. If you are reading this message, what is it going to be for you my friend? God or mammon? God has promised that if you will obey him, he will give you everlasting life in his Kingdom. But if you choose mammon, that is Satan, you should know that the end of that road is everlasting death in the Lake of Fire, (Revelations 20:7-15; 22:16).
The Lord God Almighty in these verses speaks of a people including all those,” who claim to belong to him. Some have thought that verses 2 and 3 of this chapter apply to Israelites rather than to the nations. But we know that just like the Ten Commandments, God speaks to all nations as in the giving of the Law to the Israelites which Law all who have sojourned themselves with the seed of Abraham---Jesus Christ, should obey (Exodus 12:48-49).  These verses were quoted by Apostle Paul in the book of Romans: “I was found of them that sought me not, I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. . . . All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people” (Romans 10:20, 21). My friend, does this sound like you that the Lords is admonishing? This is the love of God manifested toward sinners who neither seek God nor call on him. Yet God reaches out to such people for he continues to seek sinners, bad as they are and rebellious as they continue in their sinful ways. Purposefully, to bring them to himself their heavenly Father, that they may have life and have it abundantly, that is, an everlasting life. 
Now you know that no matter where you have been, God is waiting for you to return to him. Even if you have gotten yourself in situation or have taken an evil oath and you think or you have been told “there is no out,” but I tell you today that Jesus will set you free if you will call to him. We have testimonies to share with you of people who were actually born to serve evil, but have been set free by The Lord Jesus.
Israel considered itself to be the only people of God, but Isaiah prophesied that the time would come when other nations would seek God Almighty. Apostle Paul in Romans 10:20 points out that these other nations were Gentiles. That time as prophesied by the prophets has now come, and God’s people today are those who accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, whether they are Israelites, Jews or Gentiles. The Gospel is for every person. Do not ignore or reject anyone when you share the Gospel. You may be surprised at how many are sincerely searching for God. 
God said these people directly disobeyed his laws when they went whoring and worshipped idols (Exodus 20:1-6), consulted the dead and evil spirits, seeking familiar spirits to know the future (Leviticus 19:31), and ate forbidden foods Leviticus 11). But they were so perverse that they still thought they were holier than others. Jesus called such people hypocrites (Matthew 23:13-36). God said he would repay the people for their sins. Today we have people who practice all kinds of abominable satanic rituals, who think they are holier than the rest of the people of the world. Some even claim to have been chosen by God, but at the same time have taken oaths to themselves to do those things that are abominable before God. Judgment is not our job but God’s, because he alone is just. Who else knows our hearts and minds? Who else knows what is a completely fair reward or punishment? 
Here prophet Esaias [Isaiah] is very bold, not only in foretelling a thing so improbable ever to be brought about, but in foretelling it to the Israelites, who would take it as a gross affront to their nation, and therein Moses’ words would be made good (Deuteronomy 32:21), “I will provoke you to jealousy by those that are no people.”  It is here prophesied by Isaiah that the Gentiles, who had been afar off, shall be made to come near as heirs to God’s promise to Abraham. Paul reads it thus: I was found of those that sought me not; I was made manifest to those that asked not for me. We note what a wonderful and blessed change was made with them and how they were surprised into it. Those who had long been without God in the world shall now be seeking him; those who had not said, “Where is God my maker?” Shall now begin to enquire after him. Neither they nor their fathers had called upon his name, but either lived without prayer or prayed to stocks and stones, and some prayed to meteorites, the work of men’s hands. But now they shall be baptized and call on the name of the Lord, (Acts. 2:21). 
With what pleasure does the great God here speak of his being sought unto, and how does he glory in it, especially by those who in time past had not asked for him! For there is joy in heaven over great sinners who repent (Luke 15:10). God shall anticipate their prayers with his blessings: “I am found of those that sought me not.” This happy acquaintance and relationship between God and the Gentile world began on his side; they came to know God because they were known of him. As adopted children of God we share with Jesus Christ all rights to God’s resources. As God’s heirs, we can claim what he has provided for us, our full identity as his children (Galatians 4:9; Romans 8:15-17). They seek God and find him because they were first sought and found of him. Though in after-communion God is found of those that seek him (Proverbs 8:17), yet in the first conversion he is found of those that seek him not; for therefore we love him because he first loved us. The design of the bounty of common providence to them was that they might seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him and find him (Acts. 17:27).
9-16. Here the different states of the godly and the wicked, of the Israelites and the Gentiles that believed and of those that still persisted in unbelief, are set the one over—against the other, as life and death, good and evil, the blessing and the curse. Here is the fearful doom of those that persisted in their idolatry after the deliverance out of Babylon, and the nations in infidelity after the preaching of the gospel of Christ. What the doom is that is here threatened: "I will number you to the sword as sheep for the slaughter, and there shall be no escaping, no standing out; you shall all bow down to it for God’s judgments do come, (1.) Regularly, and are executed according to the commission. Those that fall by the sword that are numbered or counted out to it, and none besides. Though the sword seems to devour promiscuously one as well as another, yet it is made to know its number and shall not exceed. (2) Irresistibly. 
The strongest and most stout-hearted sinners shall be forced to bow before the swords; for none ever hardened their hearts against God and prospered. What are the sins that number them to the sword: (1.) Idolatry was the ancient sin, and still is. God says, "You are those who, instead of seeking me and serving me as my people, forsake the Lord, disown him, and cast him off to embrace other gods, who forget my holy mountain; the privileges it confers and the obligations it lays you under and you went whoring to burn incense upon the mountains of your idols, and have deserted the one only living and true God.’’ They even prepared a table for that multiple of deities which the heathen worship and poured out drink-offerings to that numberless number of them; for those that thought one God too little never thought scores and hundreds to be sufficient, but were still adding to the number of them, till they had as many gods as cities and their altars were as thick as heaps in the furrows of the field, (Hosea 12:11).
Whatever those idols were, the Israelite worshippers spared no cost to do them honor; they prepared a table for these idols, and filled out mixed wine for drink-offerings to them; they would pinch their families rather than stint their devotions, which should shame the worshippers of the true God out of their niggardliness or cheapness.  Infidelity was the sin of the later Israelites; it has been the sin of all nations and it is getting worse by the day. The Lord God Almighty says to the nations as he had said to the Israelites: “When I called, you did not answer, which refers to the same as in verse 2.  “I have stretched out my hands to a rebellious people” and that is applied to those who rejected the gospel then in Israel, and applies to those who have done the same in our time. 
Our Lord Jesus himself called, he stood and cried, (John 7:37 ), but they did not hear, they would not answer; they were not convinced by his message nor moved by his expostulations; both the fair warnings he gave them of death and ruin and the fair offers he made them of life and happiness were slighted and made no impression upon them. Yet this was not all: “You did evil before my eyes,” not by surprise, or through inadvertency, but with deliberation: “You did choose to do things that I delighted not”; God means that which he utterly detested and abhorred. It is not strange that those who will not be persuaded to choose that which is good persist in their choice and pursuit of that which is evil. See the malignity of sin; it is evil in God’s eyes, highly offensive to him, and yet it is committed before his eyes, in his sight and presence, and in contempt of him; it is likewise a contradiction to the will of God; it is doing that, of choice, which we know will displease him. 
However, the aggravation of this doom, from the consideration of the happy state of those that were brought to repentance and faith. The blessedness of those that serve God, and the woeful condition of those that rebel against him, are here set the one over—against the other, that they may serve as a blocker to each other. God’s servants may well think themselves happy, and forever indebted to that free grace which made them so, when they see how miserable some of their neighbors are for want of that grace, who are hardened, and likely to perish forever in unbelief, and what a narrow escape they had of being among them. It will add to the grief of those that perish to see the happiness of God’s servants whom they had hated, and vilified, and looked upon with the utmost disdain, and especially to think that they might have shared in their bliss if it had not been their own fault. It made the torment of the rich man in hell the more grievous that he saw Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom, (Luke 16:23; 13:28).
Today a nation known as Israel is back in the land of Palestine. It is occupied by a people who call themselves Jews and Israelis, but not in peace and safety. God here promises a time when the true Israelites will not only occupy the land, but will do so without danger or fear, and in abundant material as well as spiritual blessing. God will always preserve a faithful remnant of his people. No matter how bad the world is, there are always a few who remain loyal to him. Jesus made this point in Matthew 13:36-43, when he said that it is the righteous that shall shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. If you ask, what does it mean to be righteous? Jesus says, that if you keep his commandments which also is the Father’s, that The Father will give you the Holy Spirit that will help you remain righteous throughout your life or until he returns (John 14:15-19). 
The plains of Sharon are in the western part of Israel. The valley of Achor is in the east near Jerusalem. The valley of Achor was also called the valley of Calamity because Achan was executed there for hiding forbidden spoils of battle (Joshua 7:10-26). Even in this valley there will be peace. The coming restoration will be complete.
17-25. These verses seem to be quite in accord with John’s great vision of the new heaven and the new earth (Revelation 21:1). In verses 17-19 we have pictorial description of the new heavens and the new earth. They are eternal, and in them safety, peace and plenty will be available to all. How great is God, he answers the prayers of people before they have prayed them, and while they then pray, gives them what they want before they have finished their prayers. In verse 25 we are assured that all good people desire will come at last. The ideal age, the utopia people dreams of, will come when Messiah returns in power and glory. The wolf and the lamb will feed together. The lion will eat straw as does the ox. Peace will reign and war shall be no more. All people will live in peace with each other.
For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth. See how inexhaustible the divine power is; the same God that created one heaven and earth can create another. See how entire the happiness of the saints is; it shall be all of a piece; with the new heavens God will create them (if they have occasion for it to make them happy) a new earth too. The world is yours if you be Christ’s, 1 Co. 3:22 . When God is reconciled to us, which gives us a new heaven, the creatures too are reconciled to us, which gives us a new earth. The future glory of the saints will be so entirely different from what they ever knew before that it may well be called new heavens and a new earth, (2 Pt. 3:13). Behold, I make all things new, (Revelation 21:5). There shall be new joys.  All the church’s friends, and all that belong to her, shall rejoice: You shall be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create. 
The new things which God creates in and by his gospel are and shall be matter of everlasting joy to all believers. My servants shall rejoice, at last they shall, though now they mourn. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. The church shall be the matter of their joy, so pleasant, so prosperous, shall her condition be: I create Jerusalem a rejoicing and her people a joy. The church shall not only rejoice but be rejoiced in. Those that have sorrowed with the church shall rejoice with her.  The prosperity of the church shall be a rejoicing to God himself, who has pleasure in the prosperity of his servants: I will rejoice in Jerusalem’s joy, and will joy in my people; for in all their affliction he was afflicted. God will not only rejoice in the church’s well-doing, but will himself rejoice to do her good and rest in his love to her, (Zephaniah 3:17). What God rejoices in it becomes us to rejoice in.  
There shall be no end of this joy, nor any alteration of this happy condition of the church: The voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her. If this relate to any state of the church in this life, it means no more than that the former occasions of grief shall not return, but God’s people shall long enjoy an uninterrupted tranquility. But in heaven it shall have a full accomplishment, in respect both of the perfection and the perpetuity of the promised joy; there all tears shall be wiped away.  There shall be new life. Untimely deaths by the sword or sickness shall be no more known as they have been, and by this means there shall be no more the voice of crying, v. 19. When there shall be no more death there shall be no more sorrow, (Revelation. 21:4). As death has reigned by sin, so life shall reign by righteousness, (Romans 5:14, 21). Believers through Christ shall be satisfied with life, though it is ever so short on earth.
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