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Jesus Gives Words of Comfort and Promise

John Chapter 14

In this chapter Jesus affirms, “I am the way to God; I am the truth about God; I am the life of God.”  And he who would know God must come to him through Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life of God. All other ways, that is, all other religious paths and beliefs are closed-end streets or even endless roads that lead to no place except to darkness and everlasting night. Jesus words shows that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is certain and assured as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe. Because in verse 2 Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you,” and “I will come again.” In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed (1st Corinthians 15 verse 52), and “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1st Thessalonians 4 verse 17).

We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him. Although the details of eternity are unknown to most that have not experienced it in a vision or other. There are some amongst us who have either in their dreams, visions or by near death experiences have been allowed to have a glimpse of the promised paradise. However, for those who have not had the experience, but believe, we need not fear, because Jesus is preparing for us and will spend eternity with us.

Jesus said to his disciples, “And whither I go ye know, and the way you know.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?”  In other words, how can we know the way to God? Only through Jesus. Jesus is the way because he is both God and man. By uniting our lives with his, we are united with God. My friends, if you are reading this message today, trust Jesus to take you to the Father, and all the benefits of being God’s child will be yours (John 1 verse 12). 
Like many people today who do not believe that God could come to us in human flesh, Philip said to Jesus show us the Father and that will be enough. Jesus replied, saying  something like, “Philip what is the matter with you? You mean up till now you still do not know that anyone that has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14 verse 9). How plain was that answer to Philip’s question. Jesus is visible, tangible image of the invisible God. He is the complete revelation of what God is like. Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to know Jesus is to know God. Therefore, the search for God, for truth and reality, ends in Jesus Christ (Colossians 1verse 55; Hebrews 1 verses 1 to 4).

11-13. Jesus says, “I am in the Father and the Father in me.” Whosoever knows Jesus Christ as “God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, and as being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made” knows the Father. Jesus gives two reasons for this (1) he said so and we are to believe for his word’s sake; (2) his works corroborate his words, so that if his words seem unbelievable, then believe for his works sake. “Greater works than these shall he do,” that is, in Kingdom of nature Believers will do greater works than Jesus did. This does not necessarily mean that his disciples would do more amazing miracles, after all, raising the dead is about as amazing as you can get. “Jesus healed with the hem of his garment, but Peter with his shadow (Acts 5:15). Paul by the handkerchiefs that had touched him (Acts 19 verse 12). Jesus wrought miracles for two or three years in one country, but his followers have wrought miracles in his name for many ages and in divers countries. His disciples, working in the power of the Holy Spirit, would carry the Gospel of God’s Kingdom out of the Palestine and into the whole world. You shall do greater works, if there be occasion, for the glory of God.”

Great is the power of prayer and nowhere in this truth spoken more broadly and in such an all-encompassing way.  Jesus says we must pray if we have need of help. We are to ask in his name, which has the greatest power. He promises that we will receive what we ask for, that is, according to God’s character and will. God will not grant requests contrary to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic; for formula to fulfill our selfish desires. If we are sincerely following God and seeking to do his will, then our requests will be in line with what he wants, and he will grant them. And the end of all this is the glory of God the Father in and through his Son, Jesus Christ. 
14-25. In John chapters 14 through 16 five passages are written about the Holy Spirit, and four times he is called the “Comforter.” The verb “Parakletos,” in Greek from which the noun is formed means “to encourage,” “to exhort,” or “comfort.” The noun parakletos refers to someone who takes our part or intercedes on our behalf to help us. The Holy Spirit is “someone to plead for you,” or, “advocate.” The Holy Spirit comes from the Father (John 15 verse 26) at the request of the Son (John 14 verse 16) and in Jesus’ name (John 14 verse 26).  Jesus also says he will send the Comforter. From these passages we understand that the Holy Spirit comes from the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit when it is given resides in the heart of the believer, and teaches the believer all things, leads him or her in the truth, speaks as directed by Jesus, bearing witness to him, glorifying him, reminding Jesus’ disciples or followers what Jesus taught, and tells the disciples about the future. He will also convince the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16 verses 8 to 13).

Now to every one who has received this Spirit, is given according to the measure of the gift of Jesus Christ. To some he gave apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers.  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Jesus Christ-- the Church. Each of us in Jesus now has a separate function, because Jesus who came down amongst us, and has now been exalted, so that the whole universe should be filled with his Presence. This same Jesus has given each of us a special gift, every one according to their several ability; which we are to use for the enrichment of the life of the Church. The aim of all this, therefore, is nothing less than that the Church should be allowed to grow and mature through its members who have received these gifts, until it expresses the wholesomeness of Jesus Christ in its life. (Ephesians 4 verses 7-12).
Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit provides the church with leaders: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. These have for their ministry the perfecting of the saints, which is to encourage believers, strengthen them, and equip them for the purpose of conforming them to the image of Jesus Christ.  Till we all come into the unity of the faith, which must lead to the knowledge of the Son of God Jesus Christ, unto the perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ Jesus: These gifts, therefore, and the exercise of them must remain and maintained in the Church until we all can make a clean break with the past. Until we all can live Christian lives which means changed lives, a total re-making of our whole person(s) into what God intended it to be. A life spent in one fellowship, where lies cannot be condoned, where there is no room for harboring grudges, dishonesty, a foul tongue, spite and ill-tempter. Until we as Christians can begin to see these offenses as against God’s Spirit which is in us through Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 4 verses 11 and 13).
Until we as Christians can individually and consistently from the heart of our hearts, show kindness, generosity, and a forgiving heart - knowing that these are not more than our just debt to God, who has forgiven us, when we accepted the death and the resurrection of his son Jesus Christ. Until we Christians as God’s children, make Jesus Christ our pattern, and that means showing to each other the same kind of costly love as Jesus Christ has shown to us, irrespective of our backgrounds. Until we Christians have made this clean break with the past, knowing that casual sex relationships, greed, envy, hatred and filthy talk will bring God’s punishment. Until all who are members of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ make no mistakes about that, and have learned to keep away from people who say and practice these things. Until we all come to recognize that the diversity of gifts in the body of Jesus Christ, are given by the same Spirit. (Ephesians 4 verses 17 to 32). Again, the Believer is exhorted to be filled with the Holy Spirit, possessing the mind and heart of the Believer. The Holy Spirit is a person to control another. He is not a substance to fill an empty receptacle. Thus, the Holy Spirit possesses or controls the volitional, rational, and emotional activities of the Believer who is said to be filled with Him. (Ephesians 5 verse 18).

The promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit buggles the mind. Jesus says that if you keep his commandments, then will he pray the Father to send the Holy Spirit to you, who will come from the Father and the Son. He will be your advocate. He is the Spirit of truth. He will abide with us and in us and never leave us as long as we do not insult him. The Holy Spirit is equal in power and glory with the Lord Jesus Christ, so that the going of the Lord Jesus and the coming of the Spirit means we have nothing less and need nothing more than what we have in Jesus. Thus, the coming of the Holy Spirit is tantamount to the coming of Jesus to our hearts. Experientially speaking, to have the Holy Spirit is to have Jesus Christ himself. The Holy lives  in our hearts not in the church building. Again, salvation is in Jesus Christ not in the church as many may have been falsely taught to believe. 
Most people sometimes wish they knew the future so they could prepare for it. God has chosen not to give us this knowledge. God has warned against the use of supernatural means, that are common among heathen religions, such as contacting the spirit world, horoscopes, witchcraft and fortune-telling, to foretell the future and gain guidance. Because of these wicked practices, God would and have driven out the heathen nations. On accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, all heathen practices must be replaced with the worship of one true Lord God Almighty. He alone knows what will happen, but he will come to us, he will be within us, and he will show himself to us. God knows what will happen and because he will be with us through it, we need not fear. We do not have to know the future to have faith in God; we have to have faith in God to be secure about the future.  Jesus taught that those who follow him must show their love by obeying him. Love is more than lovely word; it is commandment and conduct. My friends, if you claim to love Jesus, then prove it by obeying what he says in his Word.

In verse 22 we read that one of Jesus’ disciples asked him why he would not tell the world at large that he was the Messiah. His disciples because they were still expecting him to establish an earthly kingdom and overthrow Rome, found it hard to understand why.  Again, ever since the Pentecost, the Gospel of the Kingdom has been proclaimed in the whole world, and yet not everyone is receptive to it. Jesus saves the deepest revelations of himself for those who love and obey him.

26-27. Jesus promises the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them remember what he had been teaching them. The Comforter or helper will teach us all things and will bring back to our memories things we have forgotten. This promise ensures the validity of the New Testament. The disciples where eyewitnesses of Jesus life and teachings, and the Holy Spirit helped them remember without taking away their individual perspective. We can be confident that the Gospels are accurate records of what Jesus taught and did (1st Corinthians 2 verses 10 to 14).  The Holy Spirit can help us in the same way. As we study the Bible, we can trust him to plant truth in our mind, convince us of God’s will, and remind us when we stray from it. “My peace I give unto you.” “When Jesus Christ was about to leave the world he made his will. His soul he bequeathed to the Father, his body he bequeathed to Joseph Arimanthea, to be decently interred, his clothes fell to the soldiers, his mother he left to the care of John; but what should he leave to his poor disciples, who had left all for him? Silver and gold he had none, but he left them that which is infinitely better, his peace. I leave you, but I leave my peace with you. I not only give you a title to it, but put you in possession of it. The end result of the Holy Sprit’s work in our lives is deep and lasting peace. With Jesus Christ’s peace we have no need to fear the present or the future. No doubt, sin, fear, uncertainty, doubt, and number of other forces are at war with us. However, the peace of God moves into our hearts and lives to restrain these hostile forces and offer comfort in place of conflict.  Jesus promised us peace that passes all understanding,  if we are willing to accept it from him.

28-31. Jesus says, “If you love me, you will rejoice, because I said I go unto the Father,” In other words, believers are to rejoice that Jesus willingly submitted to God the Father’s will to give his life for us (John 10 verse 14 to 18).  On earth, Jesus submitted to many of the physical limitations of his humanity (Philippians 2 verse 6). Although Satan, the prince of this world was unable to overpower Jesus, he still had the arrogance to try. Satan’s power exists only because God allows him to act. But because Jesus is sinless, Satan has no power over him. If we obey Jesus and align ourselves closely with God’s purposes, Satan can have no power over us.

“Arise, let us go hence” suggests that chapters 13 to 17 were spoken by Jesus in one sitting in the upper room or that some of them may have been spoken en route to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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