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Animal Sacrifice Means Nothing: God Judges the Heart

Psalm Chapter 50
We have all heard about the preparations that are going on for the re-establishment of animal sacrifice and the plan to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, but here is what God had told the Israelites, and to the world. This chapter appears not to be a Psalm of praise and prayer. It is designed to instruct, reprove, and admonish. Carnal Judeans who practiced the externals of faith in God without inward faith and practical action are rebuked. The threat of judgment hangs over the heads of the disobedient. Now, let us all take heed and find God’s true salvation. God does not need the animal sacrifices of his people. He has command over the beasts of the forest, and the cattle on a thousand hills belong to him. He owns everything and has dominion over everything. They are under his eye and within his reach. They wait on him and are at his disposal, so he can make any use of them that he desires. The only reason any people would want to return to animal sacrifice is simply because they cannot honestly do God’s will. Since God Almighty has ruled that he will no longer accept animal sacrifice for sin, but only the one sacrifice offered on the cross in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,  who then is being worshipped with such animal sacrifices that they are offering? It is none other than Satan who takes homage of such offerings. 
1-4. This psalm begins as though God is finally ready to judge the evil people on earth. But surprisingly, God’s great fury is leveled against his own people, at least those who claim to be his. God’s judgment must begin with his own people (1 Peter 4:17). This does not refer to final judgment but to God refining discipline (Hebrews 12:7), that is, the consequences that a believer will experience when he or she sins. God allows this for several reasons: (1) to show us our potential for sinning, to encourage us to turn from sin and more constantly depend on him, (2) to prepare us to face other, even stronger temptations in the future, (3) and to help us stay faithful and keep on trusting him. If the children of God need earthly discipline or judgment from God, how much more will unbelievers receive of it? If children of God are “barely saved” only because of God’s mercy, or as through persecution, what chance do those have who reject Jesus Christ? 
5-9. God judges people for treating him lightly. First, he speaks to the superficially religious people who bring their sacrifices but are only going through the motions. They do not honor God with true praise and thankfulness. Second, he rebukes evil, hard-hearted people for their wicked words and immoral lives. He asks the superficially religious for genuine thanksgiving and trust, and he warns the evil people to consider their deeds, lest he destroy them in his anger for their wickedness.  God’s infinite self-sufficiency proves our utter insufficiency to add anything to him. (2.) That he could not be benefited by their sacrifices. Their goodness, of this kind, could not possibly extend to him, nor, if they were in this matter righteous, was he the better: “Will I eat the flesh of bulls?” It is as absurd to think that their sacrifices could, of themselves, and by virtue of any innate excellency in them, add any pleasure of praise to God, as it would be to imagine that an infinite Spirit could be supported by meat and drink, as our bodies are. It is said indeed of the demons whom the Heathens worshipped and still do worship today, that they did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drink the wine of their drink-offerings (Deuteronomy 32:38): they regaled themselves in the homage they robbed the true God of; but will the great Almighty God be so entertained? No; to obey is better than sacrifice, and to love God and our neighbor better than all burnt-offerings, so much better that God by his prophets often told Israelites that their sacrifices were not only not acceptable, but abominable, to him, while they lived in sin; instead of pleasing him, he looked upon them as a mockery, and therefore an affront and provocation to him; (Proverbs 15:8; Isaiah 1:11; 66:3; Jeremiah 6:20; Amos 5:21). They are therefore here warned not to rest in these performances; but to conduct themselves, in all other instances, towards God as their God. This may be considered as looking forward to the abolishing of these by the gospel of Jesus Christ.
10-15. God’s perfect moral nature demands that sin be judged by death; but in the Old Testament a person could offer an animal to God as a substitute for himself, symbolizing the person’s faith in the merciful, forgiving God. However, the people were offering sacrifices and forgetting their significance! The very act of sacrifice showed that they had once agreed to follow God wholeheartedly. But now their hearts were not in it. We may fall into the same pattern when we participate in “religious activities,” tithe, or attend church out of habit or conformity rather than out of heartfelt love and obedience. God desires righteousness, not empty ritual. 
These activities are empty if our reasons for doing them are selfish. God does not want sacrifices and offerings without an attitude of devotion to him. For indeed he never appointed this as that which he had any need of, or took any pleasure in, for, besides that all we have is his already, he has far more beasts in the forest and upon the mountains, which we know nothing of nor have any property in, than we have in our folds; but he instituted it to prefigure the great sacrifice which his own Son should in the fullness of time offer upon the cross, to make atonement for sin, and all the other spiritual sacrifices of acknowledgment with which God, through Jesus Christ, will be well pleased. He directs to the best sacrifices of prayer and praise as those which, under the law, were preferred before all burn-offerings and sacrifices, and on which then the greatest stress was laid, and which now, under the gospel, come in the room of those carnal ordinances which were imposed until the times of reformation. He shows us here in verses 14, 15 what is good, and what the Lord our God requires of us, and will accept, when sacrifices are slighted and superseded. 

 We must make a penitent acknowledgment of our sins: Offer to God confession, and understand it of the confession of sin, in order to our giving glory to God and restraining ourselves, that we may never return to those sins. A broken and contrite heart is the sacrifice which God will not despise, (Psalm 51:17). If the sin was not abandoned the sin-offering was not accepted.  We must give God thanks for his mercies to us: Offer to God thanksgiving, every day, often every day and upon special occasions; and this shall please the Lord, if it come from a humble thankful heart, full of love to him and joy in him, better than an ox or bullock that has horns and hoofs, (Psalm 69:30; 69:31). The prophet Samuel told Saul, “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). If you are reading this message, please make sure you give God the obedience and lifelong service he desires from you. Jesus portrayed this attitude of obeying and serving God (John 4:34; 5:30). He came as the prophets foretold, proclaiming the Good News of God’s righteousness and forgiveness of sins.
The costly sacrifice of animal’s life impressed upon the sinner the seriousness of his or her sin before God.  But Jesus having shed his blood for us, his sacrifice is infinitely greater than any Old Testament offering. Considering the immeasurable gift he gave us, we should respond by giving him our devotion and service. Jesus by his death cancelled the first system of animal sacrifice for sin in favor of a far better one which meant doing away with the system of animal sacrifices contained in the ceremonial law as Jesus himself says in Matthew 5:17-19. It did not mean eliminating God’s moral law “the Ten Commandments.” The ceremonial law prepared people for Jesus Christ’s coming. With Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross and resurrection, that system of animal sacrifice for sin was no longer needed. Through Jesus Christ we can fulfill the moral law as we let him live in us.

16-23. Some people glibly [insincerely] recite God’s law, but are filled with deceit, evil, and idolatry. They claim his promises, but refuse to obey him. This is sin, and God will judge people for it. We, too, are hypocrites when we do not believe what we say. To let this inconsistency remain in your life shows you are not true follower of the Almighty God. At some times God seems silent. By his silence he is not condoning sin, nor is he indifferent to it. Instead, he is withholding deserved punishment, giving time for people to repent (2 Peter 3:9). God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked and wants them to turn from evil (Ezekiel 33:11). But his silence does not last forever, for a time of punishment will surely come. God wants everyone to turn to him. He looks at what you are and will become, not what you have been. God gives you the opportunity to turn to him, if you will take it. Sincerely follow him, and do not waste time to ask him to forgive you when you fail.
Because we inherited our sinful nature from our parents when we were born, our natural inclination is to please ourselves rather than God. King David not only followed that inclination when he took another man’s wife, but then he tried to cover up his sin by murdering the woman’s husband. We also follow it when we sin in any way. Like David we must ask God to cleanse us from within, filling our hearts and spirits with new thoughts and desires. Right conduct can come only from a clean heart and spirit. Ask God to create in you a clean heart and a right spirit. If you sometime feel stagnant in your faith, as if you are just going through the motions, could it be that sin has driven a wedge between you and God, making him seem distant? God wants you to be close to him and to experience his full and complete life. But sin that remains unconfessed to him,  makes such intimacy impossible. Confess your sin only to God Almighty, not to a priest. Although you may still have to face some earthly consequences as David did, but God will give back the joy of your relationship with him.
When God forgives your sin and restores you to a relationship with him, you want to reach out to others who need this forgiveness and reconciliation. The more you have felt God’s forgiveness, the more you desire to tell others about it. God wants a broken and a contrite heart. You can never please God by outward actions, no matter how good, if your inward heart attitude is not right. If you are sorry for your sins, and you do genuinely intend to stop? God is pleased by this kind of humility. Now call to the Lord Jesus Christ and tell him how you feel about your sin, ask him to forgive you. He will save you, and he will give you eternal life. You do not have to die and go to hell. God made the Lake of Fire for Satan and his demons, not a place for human beings to go.  But the unfortunate truth is that those who would not give up their sinful life and come to Jesus Christ for salvation, but would rather do Satan’s bidding will end up in the lake of fire with their master Satan (Revelation 20:7-15).
Some will read through this message and would conclude that their past good deeds will save them. I have news for you if you think so, because past good deeds will not save you if you decide to turn to life of sin. If you are one of those who think they have done enough good deeds to overshadow the sins they do not want to give up, please know that it is useless to try to be good in some areas so you can be deliberately bad in others. God wants wholehearted love and obedience. 
For those who might be wondering why we true Christians are always bent on wanting people to know about these warnings. Well God Almighty says that it is the job of those who have been saved to tell others His message. The children of God are responsible to tell others about God’s judgment and his message of salvation, although we are not held responsible for how they respond. But if we who have been saved refuse to tell others what we know as He has instructed us to do, God will judge us (Ezekiel 3: 17-21). All children of God must remember God’s words that when we are tempted to remain silent among those who do not obey God’s Word, he will judge us.
God having instructed his people in the right way of worshipping him and keeping up their communion with him, here directs his speech to the wicked, to hypocrites, whether they were such as professed the Judean or the Christian religion: hypocrisy is wickedness for which God will judge.  The charge drawn up against them include that they are invading and usurping the honors and privileges of faith in God: “What has thou to do, O wicked man! “To declare my statutes?”  This is a challenge to those that are really profane, but deceitfully appearing to be godly, to show what title they have to the cloak of religion, and by what authority they wear it, when they use it only to cover and conceal the abominable impieties of their hearts and lives. Let them make out their claim to it if they can. This charges do in a way point prophetically at the Scribes and the Pharisees that were the teachers and leaders of the Judean church at the time when the kingdom of the Messiah, and that evangelical way of worship spoken of in the foregoing verses, were to be set up. These men violently opposed that great revolution, and used all the power and interest which they had by sitting in Moses’ seat to hinder it. But the account which our Lord Jesus gives of these men in Matthew 23, and by Apostle Paul in Romans 2:21-22, makes this expostulation here to very well point to them as well those who yet represent their practices.
The Scribes and the Pharisees took on themselves to declare God’s statues, but they hated Jesus Christ’s instruction; and therefore what had they to do to expound the law, when they rejected the gospel? But it is applicable to all those that are perpetrators of iniquity, and yet professors of piety, especially if on the other hand they are preachers of it. Of course, it is very absurd in itself, and a great affront to the God of heaven, for those that are wicked and ungodly to declare his statutes and to take his covenant in their mouths. It is very possible, and too common, for those that declare God’s statutes to others to live in disobedience to God themselves, and for those that take God’s covenant in their mouths yet in their hearts to hold the truth in unrighteousness, and to continue their covenant with sin and death; but they are guilty of a usurpation, they take to themselves an honor which they have no title to, and there is a day coming when they will be thrust out as intruders. 
In Matthew 7:21, Jesus exposed those people who sounded religious but had no personal relationship with him. At “that day” that is the Day of Judgment, only our relationship with Jesus Christ, that is, our acceptance of him as our Lord and Savior and our obedience to him will matter. Many people think that if they are “good” people and say religious things, they will be rewarded with eternal life. In reality, faith in Jesus Christ is what will count at the judgment.  “That day” is final day of reckoning when God will settle all accounts, judging sin and rewarding faith in God through Jesus Christ. 
A word of advice for those who still do not seem to get it, “It is where you are at the end of your life spiritually that determines where you go afterwards, according to the Bible (Revelation 20:7-15).” The wicked can repent at the very end and go to God’s Paradise Kingdom or the righteous can apostatize and go to eternal punishment. If you are righteous now, remember what the Psalmist wrote: “My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.” (Psalm 119:112).
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