Sabbath Sermon of March 15, 2013.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus In the Upper Room: Jesus Washes His Disciples Feet

John Chapter 13.
In this Chapter John tells us what Jesus said to his disciples on Tuesday night before his death next day on Wednesday. These words were all spoken in one evening when, with only the disciples as his audience, he gave final instructions, events that would change their lives forever. Of course, Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of his disciples, denied by another, and deserted by all of them for a time. Still “he loved them unto the end. God knows the sins we have committed and the ones we will yet commit, still he loves us. How do you respond to that kind of love?
Jesus girded himself, that is, wrapped a towel around his loins,” as the lowliest slave would dress. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet to (1) show his disciples that he loved them; (2) demonstrate his emptying of himself; (3) teach them about spiritual washing; which is more important than the washing of feet; and (4) provide the disciples with his example so that they might also demonstrate their humility. Jesus was the model servant, and showed this attitude to his disciples. Seeing Jesus behave like a servant must have confused Peter.  He still did not understand Jesus’ teaching that to be leader, one must be a servant. In today’s world no boss wants to be a servant. For those in leadership today, this is not a comfortable passage for them, especially those who find it hard to serve those under them. If I may ask the leaders of our day, how do you treat those who work under you? If God in the flesh is willing to serve, we his followers must also be servants, willing to serve in any way that glorifies God. Are you willing to follow Jesus Christ’s examples? Whom can you serve today? There is a special blessing for those who not only agree to humble service in Jesus Christ’s way, but who also do it.
Some take Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet literally and practice foot washing in the Church. Others hold that it is figurative and instructive on what the condition of the Christian’s heart should be toward others. Jesus did not wash his disciple’s feet just to get them to be nice to each other. His far greater goal was to extend his mission on earth after he was gone. These men were to move into the world serving God, servicing each other, and serving all people to whom they took the message of salvation.  Jesus knew from the beginning who it was that should betray him. He knew what was in Judas Iscariot more than did Judas himself. 
18-20. “I speak not of you all,” I cannot expect you will all do these things, for I know whom I have chosen, and whom I have passed by; but the scripture will be fulfilled (Psalms 41 verse 9),’ ‘He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.”‘ Jesus does not yet speak out, either of the crime or the criminal, but raises their expectations of a further discovery. He intimates to them that they were not all right. He had said in verse 10, “You are clean, but not all.” So here, I speak not of you all. What Jesus said here of the excellencies of Jesus Christ’s disciples cannot be said of all that are called so today. The word of Jesus is a distinguishing word, which separates between cattle and cattle, and will distinguish thousands into hell who flattered themselves with hopes that they were going to heaven., when they were actually walking to hell.  I speak not of you all; you my disciples and followers.  There is a mixture of bad with good in the best societies, a Judas among the apostles; it will be so till we come to the blessed society into which shall enter nothing unclean or disguised. Jesus himself knew who were right, and who were not: I know whom I have chosen, who the few are, that are chosen among the many that are called with the common call. Those that are chosen, Jesus himself had the choosing of them; he nominated the persons he undertook to call to the ministry of His Gospel. Those that are chosen are known to Christ, for he never forgets any whom he has once had in his thoughts of love, (2nd Timothy 2 verse 19). That in the treachery of him that proved false to him the scripture was fulfilled, which takes off very much both the surprise and offence of the act.

Scripture says that the devil put into the heart of Judas the intention to betray the Son of God and delivered him to sinful hands, which would lead to his crucifixion. In verse 27 we note that Satan entered into him. Judas opened his heart so that this demon of demons possessed him, body, and soul, and spirit.  But why would Judas want to betray Jesus? Well Judas like the other disciples, expected Jesus to start a political rebellion and overthrow Rome. The disciples, like most Jews of that day, had wrong idea of the Messiah’s Kingdom as predicted by the Old Testament prophets. They thought Jesus would establish an earthly kingdom that would free Israel from Rome’s oppression, and James and John wanted honored places in it. As treasurer, Judas assumed as did other disciples, that he would be given an important position in Jesus’ new government. But when Jesus praised Mary for pouring out the perfume, thought to be worth a year’s salary, and saying, “that it is for my burial,” Judas realized that Jesus’ Kingdom was not physical. But Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world; it is not centered in palaces and thrones, but in the hearts and lives of his followers. The disciples did not understand this until after Jesus’ resurrection.

"Now I tell you before it come, before Judas has begun to put his wicked plot in execution, that when it is come to pass you may, instead of stumbling at it, be confirmed in your belief that I am he, he that should come.’’ Jesus by his clear and certain foresight of things to come, of which in this, as in other instances, he gave incontestable proof, he proved himself to be the true God, before whom all things are naked and open.  Jesus foretold that Judas would betray him when there was no ground to suspect such a thing, and so proved himself the eternal Word, which is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Jesus now gives a word of encouragement to his apostles, and all his ministers whom he employs in his service. “He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me.” The purport of these words is the same with what we have in other scriptures; Jesus had told his disciples that they must humble and abase themselves. "Now,’’ saith he, "though there may be those that will despise you for your condescension, yet there will be those that will do you honor, and shall be honored for so doing.’’

Believers are encouraged to receive true ministers as sent of Jesus Christ: "He that receiveth whomsoever I send, though weak and poor, and subject to like passions as others, for as the law, so the gospel, makes men priests that have infirmity, yet if he deliver my message, and be regularly called and appointed to do so, and as an officer give himself to the word and prayer, he that entertains him shall be seen as a friend of mine.’’ Jesus was now leaving the world, but he would leave an order of men and women to be his agents, to deliver his word, and those who receive this, in the light and love of it, receives him. To believe the doctrine of Jesus Christ, and obey his law, and accept the salvation offered upon the terms proposed; this is receiving those whom Jesus sends, and it is receiving Jesus Christ the Lord himself.

21-25. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me,” his disciples shocked by the news, and looked at each other wondering who is it that would do a thing like this. This did not determine Judas to the sin by any fatal necessity; for, though the event did follow according to the prophecy, yet not from the prediction. Therefore, we must all be careful to watch our hearts that we end up not in the path od future prophecies of this nature.  Jesus Christ is not the author of sin; yet as to this heinous sin of Judas,  Jesus foresaw it; for even that which is secret and future, and hidden from the eyes of all living are naked and open before the eyes of Jesus. He knows what is in everyone better than they do themselves (2nd Kings 8 verse 12), and therefore sees what will be done by them.  However, one of the disciples whom Jesus loved was leaning on Jesus’ bosom. The custom of the period was to recline around the table; leaning on the left elbow was one of his disciples. It was John the writer of this book who leaned on Jesus. We can see that Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen. He knew about Judas and about Peter, but he did not change the situation, nor did he stop loving them. In the same way, Jesus knows exactly what each of us would do to hurt him. Yet he still loves us unconditionally and will forgive us whenever we ask for it. Judas could not understand this type of love and his life ended tragically; him not understanding that Jesus had already forgiven him.  Peter understood, and despite his shortcomings his life ended triumphantly because he never let go of his faith.
26-30. “He is, to which I shall give a sop,” when I have dipped it. The honored guest at a meal was thus singled out in this way in the custom of that time. And when he had dipped the sop, John strictly observing his motion, he gave it to Judas; and Judas took it readily enough, not suspecting the design of it, but glad of a savory bit, to make up his mouth with. Jesus Christ notified the traitor by a sign.  Satan can be in only one place at a time. But if he appears to be omnipresent, it is that he has a horde of fallen angels who do his bidding. In the case of Judas Iscariot, Scripture says that Satan himself entered into his heart and took possession of him. However, Satan’s part in the betrayal of Jesus does not remove any of the responsibility from Judas. Disillusioned because Jesus was talking about dying rather than setting up his Kingdom, Judas may have been trying to force his hand and make him use his power to prove he was the Messiah. Or perhaps, Judas still did not understand Jesus’ mission after following him for almost three years, he no longer believed he was God’s chosen one. Whatever Judas thought, Satan assumed that Jesus death would end his mission and thwart God’s plan. He did not know Jesus death was the most important part of God’s plan all along.
28-29. After the sop, Satan entered into him: not to make him melancholy, nor drive him distracted, which was the effect of his possessing, but Satan entered into him to possess him with a prevailing prejudice against Jesus and his doctrine, and a contempt of him, as one whose life was of small value, to excite in him a covetous desire of the wages of unrighteousness and a resolution to stick at nothing for the obtaining of them. Some have said that it was the sop that made Judas betray Jesus as if he was bewitched by the sop. No, the sop as in baptism only confirmed what was already in Judas’s heart. Those who are contriving and designing mischief, are in God’s account doing mischief; for there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed (Matthew 10 verse 26). Those that were at table understood not what he meant, because they did not hear what Jesus whispered to John: No man at table, neither the disciples nor any other of the guests, except John, knew for what intent he spoke this to him, “That thou doest do quickly.”  They did not suspect that Jesus said it to Judas as a traitor, because it did not enter into their heads that Judas was such a one, or would prove so.
31-33. Now our Lord Jesus discourses with them concerning the great mystery of his own death and sufferings, about which they were as yet so much in the dark that they could not persuade themselves to expect the event itself, much less did they understand the meaning of it; and therefore Jesus gives them such instructions concerning it as made the offence of the cross to cease. Jesus did not begin this discourse till Judas was gone out, for he was a false brother. The presence of wicked people is often a hindrance to good discourse. When Judas was gone out, Jesus said, now is the Son of man glorified; now that Judas is discovered and discarded, who was a spot in their love-feast and a scandal to their family, now is the Son of man glorified. Jesus is glorified by the purifying of Christian societies: corruptions in his church are a reproach to him; the purging out of those corruptions rolls away the reproach. Or, rather, now Judas was gone to set the wheels a-going, in order to his being put to death, and the event was likely to be effected shortly: Now is the Son of man glorified, meaning “Now he is crucified.” Here Jesus instructs them concerning his suffering, which was very comforting: “That he should himself be glorified in them.” Now the Son of man is to be exposed to the greatest ignominy and disgrace, to be despitefully used to the last degree, and dishonored both by the cowardice of his friends and the insolence of his enemies; yet now he is glorified; for, now he is to obtain a glorious victory over Satan and all the powers of darkness, to spoil them, and triumph over them.
“Little children, yet a little while I am with you.” Two things Jesus here suggests, to quicken his disciples to improve their present opportunities; two serious words: that his stay in this world, to be with them here, they would find to be very short. Little children. This compellation does not bespeak so much their weakness as his tenderness and compassion; he speaks to them with the affection of a father, now that he is about to leave them, and to leave blessings with them.  He discourses with them concerning the great duty of brotherly love: “You shall love one another.” Judas was now gone out, and had proved himself a false brother; but they must not therefore harbor such jealousies and suspicions one of another as would be the bane [poison] of love: though there was one Judas among them, yet they were not all Judases. Now that the enmity of the Jews against Jesus and his followers was swelling to the height, and they must expect such treatment as their Master had, it concerned them by brotherly love to strengthen one another’s hands.
34-36. Jesus says that our Christ-like love will show we are his disciples. Do people see petty bickering, jealousy, and division in your congregation? Or do they know you are Jesus’ followers by your love for one another? Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in action. How can we love others as Jesus loves us? By helping when it’s not convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others’ welfare rather than our own, by absorbing hurts from others without complaining or fighting back. This kind of loving is hard to do. That is why people notice when you do it and know you are empowered by the Holy Spirit indwelling in us. 
37-38. Peter proudly told Jesus that he was ready to die for him. But Jesus corrected him. He knew Peter would deny him that very night to protect himself (John 18 verses 25 to 27). In our enthusiasm, it is easy to make promises, but God knows the extent of our commitment. Paul tells us not to think of ourselves more highly than we ought (Romans 12 verse 3). Instead of bragging, we are to show our commitment step by step as we grow in our knowledge of God’s Word and in our faith. Therefore, we can give Peter the benefit of the doubt that his intentions to lay down his life for Jesus were genuine. No doubt he correctly believed that it would be better to die with Jesus than to live without him. In the carrying out of the intention he failed miserably, and which of us could say that he or she would do better than Peter?
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