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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Seven Bowls of Wrath Come Upon Unbelievers

Revelation Chapter 15
This chapter and the next seem to constitute a surprise. Because instead of ending with the victory of the Lamb, John goes back and recapitulates and enlarges on what he has already described. The seven bowls of wrath are the elements contained in the seventh-seal. The seven last plagues are also called the seven vial judgments.
The judgments actually begin in chapter 16. Unlike the previous plagues, these are universal and will culminate in the abolition of all evil “filled up” the wrath of God Almighty and the end of the sinful world. Seven angels with seven plagues will come upon unbelievers, that is, upon those who rejected the salvation offered by God Almighty through His Son Jesus Christ. 
The angels are dispatched by a voice from the temple telling them to go about their work. Also, like the previous plagues, these plagues do not bring people to worship God Almighty or to repent. They only continue to blaspheme the LORD, thus sealing their own doom (Ezekiel 9 and 10; Romans 1:21-32). Again, here we have the proof that not everyone will be going to heaven, even when given the opportunity through punishments to repent and be saved. Many while under punishments will blaspheme the name of God Almighty, than repent and be saved from His wrath.

Then John saw a scene to him looked like a sea of glass mingled with fire; they were without number that was dressed in white with harps of God Almighty in their hands. These are the saints of God Almighty. This is similar to the “sea of glass” described in chapter 4:6, located before the throne of God Almighty. This time it is mixed with fire to represent wrath and judgment. Those who stand on it are victorious for they have trampled over-under their feet satan and his evil beast. They are pure because they have been faithful to God Almighty to the end. These are the company of the redeemed. These are victorious over the beast by not doing three things: worship his image, take the mark of the beast, or take the number of his name “666.”

If you ask, “How can we know who has done any of these three things?” The worship of the beast, the taking of his mark and his number; these are all spiritual just as the sign of God Almighty on the foreheads of the redeemed is spiritual. They can only be seen with the spiritual eye. These things show in our actions as in our thinking and how a person conducts his or her life. The places you go, your mindset, and your level of commitment to Jesus Christ and in his words (John 14:21-24). Most Christians tend to take God Almighty for granted after they have gotten what they asked of him and have grown fat. The book of Deuteronomy describe these things and the consequences (Deuteronomy 31:20-30).
Does it mean one can trick God Almighty by pretending to be a Christian to get what he or she wants? God Almighty is all knowing, and cannot be tricked to do anything. However, God Almighty does good things to people he knew would later change toward evil and sinfulness, with the hope that they would have a change of heart and do no evil. God Almighty will do good things for them which will stand as a witness against them on the Day of Judgment.
In the Old Testament time, there were not enough Bibles so that everyone can afford to have one, so the people had to rely on listening as the Word of God Almighty was read to them. So memorization was an important part of worship and still is, for if everyone knew the Law, ignorance would not be an excuse for breaking it. To fulfill God Almighty’s purpose and will in your life, you need the content and substance of his Word in your heart and mind by reading your Bible every day, and meditating in the Word of God Almighty. 
For the Christians homes, this process begins in childhood. Teaching our children and new believers should be one of our top priorities. Our finest teachers, best resources, and most careful thought should be directed toward showing young believers how to follow God Almighty in all of life situations. As parents it makes it easier raising the children placed under your care by God Almighty; for children are “an heritage of God Almighty,” they are pure gift, evidence of God Almighty’s favor (Psalm 127:3).
My friends, you may choose to obey God Almighty and therefore, continue to experience his blessings. God Almighty does not force his will on anyone. He lets you decide whether to follow him or reject him. The decision, however, is a life-or-death matter. God Almighty wants you to realize this, for he would like you to choose life. Christians on daily basis must in each new situation affirm and reinforce this commitment to follow God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ.

“They sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb.” The song of Moses refers back to the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt and the ceremonial law which symbolizes God Almighty’s plan to redeem his people through the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ (Deuteronomy 31:19-30; Exodus 23:20). The song of the Lamb indicates the completed redemption of God Almighty’s people from the power of satan; it is the song of the Congregation of’ Jesus Christ, also known as the Body of Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:231; Colossians 3:15-17).
5-8. The “tabernacle of the testimony” is the tent of the Congregation of God Almighty’s people. The Father’s house and Jesus Christ is the head of the house. It refers to the time of the Exodus in the wilderness when the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God Almighty’s presence among his people, resided in the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:34, 35; Colossians 2:19; Ephesians 1:22). 
The seven angels with the seven plagues emerging from the temple of God Almighty, are clothed in white with golden girdle across their chests. Their garments, reminiscent of the high priest’s clothing, show that they are free from corruption, immorality, and injustice. The smoke that fills the temple is the manifestation of God Almighty’s glory and wrath. There is no escape from this judgment if you have rejected Jesus Christ during your life time (Matthew 7:21-27).
The seven angels have seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God Almighty. When they leave the temple, the smoke from the glory of God Almighty and from his power fills the temple so that no one can enter until the work of the seven angels is completed (Hebrew 4:9-16). Our eternal reign with Jesus Christ will not begin until all evil is destroyed by his judgment. The faithful must wait for this timetable to be revealed.
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