Sabbath Sermon of June 29, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Story of the Generations of Adam

Genesis Chapter 5

The Book of the generations of Adam, that is, a list of catalog of those descendants of Adam who were looking to the coming of Jesus Christ.  It was not a list of all those of the seed of Adam, but only those related to the faith of Adam. The Bible contains several lists of ancestors, called genealogies. There are two basic views concerning these lists: They are complete, recording the entire history of a family, tribe, or nation, not race, or,  they are not intended to be exhaustive and may include only famous people through their walks with God, or the heads of families. In the original Hebrew, the word son is used to mean descendant. 
Genealogies are included in the Bible to show us how the Hebrews passed on their beliefs through the written word of God. In spite of all the evidence in the Scriptures about how The Almighty God had instructed Moses to write down everything he commanded, some have continued to claim that the Hebrews passed on their beliefs through oral tradition. We have the evidence in the Bible that God had everything he spoke to Moses written. We read in Deuteronomy 9 verses 9 to 11, Moses tells us how he had gone up to the mountain to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the Lord made with the people. Further we read in Deuteronomy 10 verse 2, how the Lord had commanded Moses to hew two tables of stone like unto the first, which he had broken “And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark” saith The Lord. Again, we read of the ceremonial law having been dictated to Moses and was written, and places on the side of the Ark (Deuteronomy 31 verses 22 to 26).  So when ever you hear of the so call oral traditional law, know that it is the Talmudic sages speaking of their man made laws. These are not God’s laws, but have been manufactured to draw you away from the Law of the Almighty God. Even in our time, God would always have his prophets to write down everything he says as witness that he did warn them, just like every Father would warn his child of all foreseable dangers. Infact, it is for this purposes has the Lord established the Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries; commanding that we his servants are to write and distribute to his Church, and to the world, all that He would speak to encourage the obedient and his warning to the rebellious  (Deuteronomy 31 verse 24 to 26). 
For centuries, these genealogies were added to and passed down from family to family. Even more important than preserving family traditions, genealogies were included to confirm the Bible’s promise that the coming of Messiah, Jesus Christ, would be born into the line of Abraham. There is no doubt that genealogies point out an interesting characteristic of God, people are important to him as individuals, not just as nations. There are no races in genealogies, because God created of one blood all the people of the whole world (Acts 17 verses 26 and 27). Since God created no races, all human beings are related, going back to Adam and Eve. Mankind is a family that shares one flesh, one blood and one Father in heaven. My friends, you ought to remember this when prejudice enters your mind or hatred invades your feelings. Each person is a valuable and unique creation of God. So when you hate and despise others, it is a strong sign that you not only hate and despise yourself, but that you also hate and despise God who made you and them in his image. 
Some have said that the Bible supports racism and slavery. If you ask, “when did racism start?” To answer this question, let us think for a moment of which of these came first: racism or slavery. Well the Bible condemns both racism and slavery, so racism was started by sinful men and women, who had the mind of Cain and his generations. How? It began in a period called the Dark Ages when evil men came up with the idea of expansion and expedition. Those encountering people of different skin color everywhere they went determined that they were numerically inferior. In a bid to reduce the chance of their annihilation, these evil men became extremely aggressive in dealing with others. Enslavements, Eugenics, mass murders playing out over centuries and racial taxonomy placing people with certain skin color on top and all others beneath them resulted. Before this, scholars from Aztec to Egypt, South Africa, the Caribbean, to the Pacific basin, NEVER attempted to categorize men, but treated all equal and as brothers. The invention of the Transatlantic Slave Trade cemented the idea that black, brown, red and yellow skin could be raped and sold for profit like animals as a sign of inferiority. If you ask, “what is the origin of these people who thought up racism and slavery?” This will be the subject of another sermon in the near future, but the answer to the question will always be “SIN.” In other words, when a man or woman has developed the mind Cain, there is no evil he or she cannot commit.
“However, when Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.” So likewise was Seth who lived an hundred and five years and became a father of Cainan, and at the age of one hundred and seven years he had in addition of Cainan, Enos and daughters.
4-6. Adam lived for 930 years. Longevity was common at that time. Man’s life expectancy was shortened so that by Abraham’s time it was less than 200 years. In Genesis 6 verse it was shorten again to 120 years, showing how patience God is.  He allowed the people of Noah’s day 120 years to change their sinful ways. Then in Psalm 90:10 we are told that “the days of our years are threescore years and ten if by reason of strength they be fourscore years.” In Genesis 6 verses 5 and 6, we read that when “God saw that the wickedness of man was great on earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, that he regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart” But God does not regret creating humanity, nor does he admit making a mistake; for God does not change his mind (1st Samuel 15 verse 29). Instead God was expressing sorrow for what the people had done to themselves, as a parent might express sorrow over a rebellious child. God was sorry that the people chose sin and death instead of a relationship with him.
7-23. “Other sons and daughter of Seth.” Thus the population increased far more rapidly than some suppose. Moses probably, under the Holy Spirit’s guidance did not mention all the descendants of each man mentioned in these verses. At a glance it looks as if Enoch fared worse than the other patriarchs: He lived on earth only 365 years! Enoch was taken directly to heaven without seeing death. Enoch, then, lived longer than any of the other patriarchs, for he never died at all.  It must chiefly be resolved into the power and providence of God. He prolonged their lives, both for the more speedy replenishing of the earth and for the more effectual preservation of the knowledge of God and faith in God Almighty, then, when there was probably no written Word, but tradition was the channel of its conveyance. All the patriarchs here, except Noah, were born before Adam died; so that from him they might receive a full and satisfactory account of the creation, paradise, the fall, the promise, and those divine precepts which concerned religious worship and a religious life: and, if any mistake arose, they might have recourse to him while he lived, as to an oracle, for the rectifying of it, and after his death to Methuselah, and others, that had conversed with him: so great was the care of Almighty God to preserve in his church the knowledge of his will and the purity of his worship.

24-32. And he was not, i.e.; “Enoch was translated that he should not see death.” This was a miracle, since Enoch never tasted death.” The Bible records only one other translation, which was Elijah in 2nd Kings 2 verse 11.  Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 verse 5 explains what verse 24 means. Enoch was taken directly to heaven without seeing death. Enoch, then, lived longer than any of the other patriarchs, for he never died at all. Executing the priest’s office is called walking before God, or with God, (1st Samuel 2 verse 30 and 35; Zechariah 3 verse 7). Enoch, it should seem, was a priest of the most high God, and like Noah, who is likewise said to walk with God, he was a preacher of righteousness, and prophesied of Jesus Christ’s second coming. In Jude 1 verse 14, we read: “Behold, the Lord cometh with his holy myriads.” Now the Holy Spirit, instead of saying, Enoch lived, says, Enoch walked with God; for it is the life of a good man to walk with God. This was the business of Enoch’s life, his constant care and work; while others lived to themselves and the world, he lived to God. It was the joy and support of his life. Communion with God was to him better than life itself. “To me to live is Jesus Christ, to die for the cause of Jesus Christ is gain,” says Apostle Paul (Philippians 1 verse 21). 
Those who do not believe in the God, life on earth is all there is, and so it is natural for them to strive for this world’s values: money, popularity, power, and prestige. However, Paul says, that life meant developing eternal values and telling others about Jesus Christ, who alone can help us see life from an eternal perspective. Paul’s whole purpose in life was to speak out boldly for Jesus Christ and to become more like him. Thus, Paul could confidently say that dying for the cause of Jesus Christ would be even better than living, because in death he would be spared from the troubles of the world and see Jesus Christ face-to-face (1st John 3 verses 2 and 3). My friends, if you are not certain of your eternal destiny with Jesus in heaven, then while you are still breathing, you are free to serve, devoting your life to what really counts without fear of dying.
27-32. According to the Scripture, Methuselah lived for 969 years. Three possible solutions have been advanced to explain the phenomenon. One is that physical conditions in the antediluvian age made such longevity possible. Man’s life span has been reduced since the flood, according to this view. The second theory is that these age spans are figurative and must be reduced. The reduction-of-age theory does not work; however, if all of the ages were divided by ten, then Methuselah lived to be almost 100. But when the life span of his father Enoch is so reduced, we are faced with the fact that Enoch would have been six and half years old when Methuselah was born. The third explanation is that the age span applies not to individuals but to families. But Paul in Hebrews 11 verse 5 speaks of the translation of Enoch as an individual and makes no mention of a family translation.
Lamech, the father of Noah, died five years before the flood. We can suppose that had he been alive he would have gone into the ark with his son. Lamech’s complaint of the calamitous state of human life. By the entrance of sin, and the entail of the curse for sin, our condition has become very miserable: our whole life is spent in labor, and our time filled up with continual toil. God having cursed the ground, not only for Adam’s sin, but for the subsequent sin of murder by Cain; it is as much as some can do, with the utmost care and pains, to fetch a hard livelihood out of it. Concerning Methuselah, the signification of his name was prophetical, his father Enoch being a prophet. Methuselah signifies, he dies, or there is a dart, or, a sending forth, namely, of the deluge, which came the very year that Methuselah died. If indeed his name was so intended and so explained, it was fair warning to a careless world, a long time before the judgment came. However, this is for us to know that the longest liver that ever was, carried death in his name, that he might be reminded of its coming surely, though it came slowly.  His age: he lived nine hundred and sixty-nine years, the longest we read of that ever any man lived on earth; and yet he died.  The name Methuselah should remind every one of us about being ready when death comes. To be ready when death comes is to have Jesus Christ in your life; if you do not have Jesus yet, you should call to Jesus today to save you, and the second death in the lake of fire will not be your portion.
Noah’s children, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. These Noah begat, the eldest of these was born when he was 500 years old. It should seem that Japheth was the eldest Genesis 10 verse 21), but Shem is put first because on him the covenant was entailed, as it appears by Genesis 9 verse 26, where God is called the Lord God of Shem. We also                                                                                                                                                                                                                           saw this in Cain and Abel, Esau and Jacob. To Shem, it is probable, the birth-right was given, and from him, it is certain, both Jesus Christ the head, and the church the body, were to descend. Therefore he is called Shem, which signifies a name, because in his posterity the name of God should always remain, till he should come out of his loins whose name is above every name; so that in putting Shem first Jesus Christ was, in effect, put first, who in all things must have the pre-eminence. Therefore, the calling of God is not according to the order of birth in a family, but it depends on you electing to keep his precepts, and on the condition of your heart.
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