Sabbath Day Sermon of June 24, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Primacy of Faith Over Law
Galatians Chapter 4

In this chapter, Paul says that God’s law is good but it cannot save. If the law cannot save, what then is its purpose? It is designed to show you and me our deficiencies, but it cannot deliver us from them. It enlightens us but does not empower us. It reveals what we ought to be like and tells what we ought to do, but it cannot make us what we should be or give us the strength to do what we know we should. Salvation by keeping the law would be salvation by works because God Almighty has ordained that salvation shall be of grace without works. Moreover, since no man can keep the law, works fall short with respect to saving efficacy.

Paul now uses the illustration of a child under age to signify the Old Testament dispensation. It was an age of darkness and bondage when compared to the liberty and light under the gospel. In the fullness of time God put an end to the legal dispensation and brought in the Gospel age, that is, the old covenant gave way to the new covenant in Jesus Christ (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  Jesus came to redeem those who were under the law, which could not save.

5-7. “The Adoptions of a son,” meaning placing as a son. This has legal connotations, in that believers through the new birth are adopted into the family of God and made sons and daughters of God. It does not come from natural birth but by supernatural regeneration. Adoption has privileges and responsibilities attached to it because God Almighty has ordained that believers “should become like his Son” (Romans 8:29, 30; 1 Corinthians 1:9). 
Now as adopted children of God, what are our privileges? Among the privileges we have as God’s children include that we are objects of the Father’s love (John 17:23); we bear God’s image (Romans 8:29); 2 Peter 1:4); we are indwelt by God’s Spirit (Galatians 4:6; John 14:15-17); we have his name (1 John 3:1); we are disciplined and trained by God the Father (Hebrews 12:5-11); and we are God’s heirs who share his treasures (Romans 8:17; 1 Peter 1:4). As sons and daughters of God Almighty, “What are our responsibilities among other things?” We are responsible for doing the Father’s will, embrace the Father’s teaching, witness to the Father’s love, and obey the Father’s commandments (John 13:34, 35; 15:10-14). 


8-16. Here Paul intensifies his personal and emotional appeal to all Christians. Playing on the Hebrew understanding of “know” as descriptive of the most intimate possible relationship between people, he asks how they could ever turn way from such a relationship with God to something less. In other words, why would any Christian want to embrace the observance of “pagan days and months, seasons and years”? These pagan days include Christmas or Saturnalia, Sunday or Sun worship day, Good Friday is the death of Tammuz, Easter is a resurrection of Tammuz, birthdays, New Years, Halloween, Ash-Wednesday, Fathers day is Nimrod’s days, Mothers day is Semiramis day, etc. Click on the link for the documentary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDCxk9OTCk0
“Now that you have come to be known by God,” meaning since it is God initiative that counts, why do you revert to reliance upon human observances, human calculations? That attitude is equivalent to worshipping those elemental powers. In other words, all those pagan holidays have demonic powers behind them. Paul pleads with all Christians “be as I am because I have also become as you are.” By this, he means: “Adopt the attitude toward the law, not abrogating the law, but have walked away from my former superstitious religion of the Pharisees which could not save anyone because it was based on works and not by the grace of God through Jesus Christ.

“Have I become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” Paul did not gain great popularity when he rebuked the Christians of Galatia for turning away from their first faith in Jesus Christ. We observe that even today, human nature hasn’t changed much. Many people still get angry when they are scoled. But as Christians, we must not write off someone who challenges us. There may be truth in what he or she says. Receive his or her words with humility, carefully think them over. If there is need to change an attitude or action to gain them for Jesus Christ, take steps to do it.

17-20. Paul here warns against the false teachers who claim to be religious authorities, experts in Judaism and Christianity; hence the term “Judaic-Christian, an oxymoron. The idea that Christianity came from Judaism is a lie from hell. We know Judaism is not and will never be the religion of the Israelites. Jesus as an Israelite in his time on earth made it clear to the founders of Pharisees that “If they believed in the religion taught by Moses, they would have had no issues with him because he was teaching the same Gospel that Moses taught the children of Israel (John 5:45-47). The Pharisees prided themselves as the true followers of Moses. They followed every one of his laws to the letter and even added some of their own. Jesus’ warning that Moses would accuse them stung them to fury. Jesus tells the Pharisees, “Moses wrote about me” (Genesis 1:1; 3:15; Numbers 21:2; 24:17; Deuteronomy 18:15-19), yet the religious leaders refused to believe Jesus when he came. 

You don’t think the Pharisees would have recognized the Son of God if they were actually following the teachings of Moses. Instead, they made up their own man-made laws and used them to fleece the people (Matthew 15:1-10). These Pharisees hate the truth so much that in our time they have invented their own modern Hebrew language, purposefully to deny the identity of Jesus Christ the Son of God Almighty. In the original Hebrew language in which Moses wrote, Genesis 1:1 describes the role of the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. The fact that the Son of God was destroyed by his own hand on the cross (John 10:16-18).
These are Judaizers, who want to bring the Galatians under the law from which they have been delivered. The Judaizers are more interested in themselves than in the Galatians, but they pretend to be interested in order to seduce them. Paul so concerned for the Galatians representing the Christian community, that he described his feelings saying that he travailed for them as a woman giving birth to a baby. They are his little children in Jesus Christ, and he continues to travail for them until Jesus Christ is fully formed in them. Paul has not the ulterior motive and seeks nothing for himself. His point is that he, not the Judaizers, is the most tenderly caring and genuinely concerned for their spiritual welfare.
Paul led many people to Jesus Christ and helped them mature spiritually. Perhaps one reason for his success as a spiritual father was the deep concern he felt for his spiritual children; he compared. We should have the same intense care for those to whom we are spiritual parents. My friends, when you lead people to Jesus Christ, remember to stand by them to help them grow and prevent the adversary from snatching the seed that has been planted in them.
Looking at the Christendom today, how successful would you say the religion of Pharisees has been? The Catholic institution stands as the leading organization of the Pharisees also known as the Judaizers which represent how successful they have become through the years. If you ask, “In spite of Paul’s warnings, how and why have they become so successful in bringing about the falling away of so many Christians? The Judaizers we could say to be one of the tools that are being used to fulfill the prophecies of the end times, beginning from the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that light comes into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19, 21). 
21-27. Paul now uses Abraham’s wives, the mothers, and their children Ishmael and Isaac. He identifies this section as “allegory.” That is a creative reinterpretation of scriptural events and personalities as foreshadowing future truths and events. The point Paul makes is that Christians are free children, “Children of the promise.” Children are the children of Sarah who represent the Abraham covenant, a context entirely from the bondage of the legal prescription of the law.  Paul here wonders about what has gone wrong with the Christian and asks “Do you really want to be subject to the bondage of the law.” If so, then do what Abraham did, “Drive out the slave woman and her son Ishmael (Genesis 21:10) Cast out those Judaizers and you will really be obeying the law.
28. People are saved because of their faith in Jesus Christ, not because of what they do. Paul contrasts those who are enslaved to the Law as represented by Hagar, the slave or bondmaid with those who are free from the Law represented by Sarah, the free woman. Hagar’s abuse of Sarah in Genesis 16:4, was like the persecution Christians were and today are getting from the Judaizers, who insist on keeping the Law in order to be saved. Eventually, Sarah triumphed because her son was promised by God, just as those who worship Jesus Christ in faith also triumph.
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