Sabbath Sermon of June 21, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Obeying The Laws of God’s Creation
The Book of Romans Chapters 1-16
Does anybody refuse to obey natural laws? Some do deliberately, and some only mistakenly. People worldwide are surrounded with natural laws that serve to nurture, preserve, and guide them. But if ignored, however deliberately or mistakenly, those same laws penalize everybody that, in effect, dares to challenge nature's authority.
Those words would not shock readers who are familiar with laws of physics. But many decades ago when Richard W. Wetherill came to that knowledge and identified nature's law of right behavior, it was ridiculed and rejected by scientists, religionists, and educators alike. Wetherill called it the law of absolute right and continued to speak of it and to press a section of the public for their support. Unaware of that rejection, members of the general public continued to act on their own codes of conduct, as had all previous generations.
With what result?
Conflicts within each person and with others, international warfare, rampant corruption, criminal activity, and disabling health problems, causing the final destruction of everybody's precious gift of life. Those conditions continue today because the law of absolute right is still deliberately and mistakenly being ignored and contradicted by the self-serving nature of the general public: people deliberately and some mistakenly behaving as if they were a law unto themselves. In contrast, those same people carefully try to conform to laws of physics such as gravity, electricity, and chemistry to avoid the recognized penalties inflicted by those self-enforcing laws of nature.
Wetherill defined the law of absolute right as calling for rational and honest behavior simply because whoever or whatever created the law intends people's behavior to be right. One person who learned of the law of absolute right turned his life around in order to think, say, and do what was rational and honest in his social and business activities. First, his eating habits changed. He questioned the rationality of many favorite foods and found they lost their appeal. He exercised daily, and during the ensuing months, seventy-five pounds disappeared. Second, he honestly applied the law to the image he had been projecting of an enthusiastic "happy person." Relieved of the pressure to support that image, he became a truly happy person by conforming to nature's behavioral law. Third, when presented with difficult or troubling situations, his changed attitude to do what was rational and honest enabled him easily to handle those situations to his and other people's mutual satisfaction. Fourth, his business activities increased, providing more income for him and for those he employed.  Perhaps those examples, among many, will encourage you to change your approach to life's situations. By behaving rationally and honestly as called for by a natural law, that law has become your behavioral guiding light, so to speak.  

Although Wetherill for some reason could not in his writing identify the one he knew was calling for rational and honest behavior who also created this law of absolute right, but in the passages of the Bible the creator of this law is known. In Paul’s writing in the book of Romans beginning from chapter 1, the Apostle speaks of this law and tells us who created the law of absolute right and to whom it was given.  Paul writes to the Romans about this law of nature, and if you have not noticed, we are looking more like the ancient Romans each day to whom he wrote. Paul tells us in these chapters what was then, is exactly what America and the rest of the world have become as Roman rule returns.
Apostle Paul was intelligent articulate, and committed to his calling. Like a skilled lawyer who is knowledgeable and experienced, he presented the case for the Gospel clearly and forthrightly in his letter to the believers in Rome who dared to confront paganism when it was at its peak with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Paul had heard of the church at Rome, but he had never been there, nor had any of the other apostles. Evidently the church had been started by Judaens who had come to faith by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ during Pentecost (Acts 2; 6:7). They spread the Gospel on their return to Rome and the Church grew.

Although many barriers separated them, Paul felt a bond with these believers in Rome. They were his brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, and he longed to see them face to face. He had never met most of the believers there, yet he loved them. He sent this letter to introduce himself and to make a clear declaration of the Christian faith. In the first chapter, after a brief introduction, Paul presents the facts of the Gospel and declares his allegiance to it (1:6, 17). He continues by building an airtight case for the lostness of humanity and the necessity for God’s intervention (1:18-3:20). Then Paul presents the Good News: “Salvation is available to all, regardless of a person’s identity, sin, or heritage.” We are saved by grace, that is, unearned favor from God through faith, and complete trust in Jesus Christ and his finished work. Through him we can stand before God justified, “not guilty” (3:21-5:21; John 17:4; 19:30; Hebrews 4:3).

Paul explains what it means to live in complete submission to God through Jesus Christ, that is,  use spiritual gifts to serve others (12:3-8), genuinely love others (12:9-21); and be good citizens (13:1-14). Freedom must be guided by love as we build each other up in the faith of God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, being sensitive and helpful to those who are weak (14:1-15:4). Paul stresses unity, especially between Hebrews and non Hebrews (15:5-13). He concludes by reviewing his reasons for writing, outlining his personal plans (15:22-33), greeting his friends, and giving a few final thoughts and greetings from his traveling entourage or companions (16:1-27).
With this foundation Paul moves directly into a discussion of the freedom that comes from being saved, that is, freedom from the power of sin (6:1-23), freedom from the domination of the Law given as a result of sin (7:1-25), freedom to become like Jesus Christ and discover God’s limitless love (8:1-39). Paul now speaking directly to his Hebrew brothers and sisters, and shares his concern for them and explains how they fit into God’s plan (9:1-11:12). God has made the way for the Hebrews and non-Hebrews to be united in the body of Jesus Christ (John 10: 7-18); both groups can praise God for his wisdom and love (11:13-36).
In chapter 1 verse 14, Paul says that he is a debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. Paul was referring to civilized and uncivilized people; “wise and unwise refers to educated and uneducated people. What was Paul’s debt? After his experience with Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), his whole life was consumed with spreading the Good News of salvation. His debt was to Jesus Christ for being his Savior, and it was payable to the entire world. As Christians we  are to pay our debt to Jesus by proclaiming Jesus Christ’s salvation to all people, to both the Hebrews and non-Hebrews, across all cultural, social, nationality, and economic lines. We owe Jesus the same debt of love because he took on the punishment we deserve for our sin. Although we cannot repay him for all he has done, we can demonstrate our gratitude by showing his love to others.

Paul says that he is not ashamed of preaching the Gospel, because his message was the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Good News. It is a message of salvation, it has life-changing power, and it is for everyone. When you as a Christian is tempted to be ashamed of speaking the Good News message of salvation to someone, remember what the Good News is all about. Of course, you should know that the temptation not to speak the Gospel to people comes from Satan and his demons. However, if you focus on God and on what God is doing in the world rather than on your own inadequacy, you won’t be ashamed or embarrassed when the opportunity calls for you to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others who deserve to be saved through Jesus Christ. The  Gospel News show us both how righteous God is in his plan for us to be saved, and also how we may be made fit for us to be saved, and also how we may be made fit for eternal life. By trusting Jesus Christ, our relationship with God is made right. “From faith to faith” means that from start to finish God declares us to be righteous because of faith and faith alone in Jesus Christ.
If you ask, why is God angry at sinful people? It is because they have substituted the truth about him with a fantasy of their own imagination. They have stifled the truth God ‘Naturally’ reveals to all people in order to believe anything that supports their own self-centered life-styles. God cannot tolerate sin because his nature is morally perfect. He cannot ignore or condone such willful rebellion. He wants to remove the sin and restore the sinner, and he is able to, as long as the sinner does no stubbornly distort or reject the truth. But God shows his anger against those who persist in sinning and polluting the society with their filth.
Paul further makes the argument that no one can claim by their own work or merits to be good in God’s sight, not the masses, not the Romans not even the Hebrews. All people everywhere deserve God’s condemnation for their sin. If you are reading this message today, this is the question of the day for everybody: “Does anyone including you the reader have an excuse for not believing in the Almighty God? The Word of God in the Bible answers an emphatic no. But if you are still skeptical, and you ask how you can know God? Well God has revealed what he is like in and through his creation. If you think you do not know what God is like, look at yourself in the mirror. God said that he made you in his image (Genesis 1:26, 27), and has placed everything he made under your control. If you ask, why then do I feel limited and helpless? You are limited in spiritual power and feel helpless, because of sin, and God wants to remove your sin so that you can return to the original condition he created you. 

If you ask yet again, what is sin and why does one commit sin? You commit sin when you listen to and agree with Satan and his demons to disobey your Father in heaven the God Almighty, to do those things God says not to do. If you are someone who would normally ask the question when confronted with the possible consequences of sin in your life:  How could a loving God send anyone to hell, especially someone who has never heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. First of all God does not send anyone to hell, you chose to go to hell on your own by the abominable things you do in your life, especially by not accepting his offering of his Son for your sin. It is just that God cannot save you against your will not to be saved (Ezekiel 18:21-23). However, if you are reading this message, you can no longer say you have not heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. In other words, you have no excuse not to believe in God Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ.
Paul therefore, reminds us of the natural law, saying that God has revealed himself plainly in the creation to all people. And yet people reject even this basic knowledge of God. Also, everyone has an inner sense of what God requires, but they choose not to live up to it. In other words, people’s moral standards are always better than their behavior. If you suppress God’s truth, that is, “hold the truth in unrighteousness” in order to live your own way, you have no excuse. You know the truth, and you will have to endure the consequences of  ignoring it. What kind of God does the natural law reveal? Knowing that God exists is not enough to go to heaven when Jesus returns. 
This is the more reason true Christians are persuaded to help people to learn that God is loving. People must be helped to understand what God did to show that love for them. They must be shown how to accept his forgiveness of their sins (10:14, 15). This Christian love shown to unbelievers is the most hated Christian attitude by Satan’s New World Order and its agents.
In the law of creation we are shown a God of might, intelligence, and intricate detail; a God of love; a God of order and beauty; a God who controls powerful forces. That is general revelation through special revelations in the Bible and the coming of Jesus Christ; we learn about God’s love, forgiveness, and promise of eternal life. God has graciously given us many sources that we might come to believe in him. God reveals his nature and personal qualities through creation, even though nature’s testimony has been distorted by the fall. Adam’s sin resulted in a divine curse upon the whole natural order (Genesis 3:17), thorns and thistles were an immediate result, and natural disasters have been common from Adam’s day to ours (Genesis 3:8-24). To this Paul says that nature itself is eagerly awaiting its own redemption from the effects of sin (Revelation 22:2, 3). 
When a person rejects God what happens? Paul clearly portrays the inevitable downward spiral into sin. Right after a people reject God, next they make up their own ideas of what a god should be and do, then they fall into sin: sexual sin which of course, is worship to Satan, greed, hatred, envy, murder, fighting, lying, bitterness, gossip. Finally they grow to hate God’s Word and encourage others to do so. Once caught in the downward spiral, no one can pull himself or herself out. Sinners must come to Jesus and trust him alone to pull them out and put them on the path of escape.
Why would an intelligent people turn to idolatry? Turning to idolatry by intelligent people begins when people reject what they know about God. This is evident in the number of pagan religions that exist today. Instead of looking to him as the Creator and sustainer of life, they see themselves as the center of the universe. They soon invent “god” and tend to think of themselves as “gods” that are convenient projections of their own self ideas. These gods that is worshipped could be wooden, stone or metal figures, but they may also be goals such as money, power, or comfort. They may even be misrespresentations of God himself, making God in our image, instead of the reverse. Idolaters worship the things God made rather than God himself. My friends, is there anything you feel you cannot live without? Is there any priority greater than God Almighty in your life? Does God take first place in your life? Do you worship God or idols of your own making? 
There is a great deal of violence done to conscience and to the mind by the power of corruption: and there is a great deal of cunning and deceit and flattery in sin to gain us to its interests. The force and power of sin could never prevail, were it not for its cunning and guile. Sinners who perish are wheedled or enticed and flattered to their own destruction. And this will justify God for ever in their damnation, that they destroyed themselves. Their sin lies at their own door, and therefore their blood will lie upon their own heads.  The success of corruption in the heart works like this according to James 1:15: “Then, when lust hath conceived, it brings forth sin; that is, sin being allowed to excite desires to sin in you, it will soon ripen those desires into consent, and then it is said to have conceived. The sin truly exists, though it be but in embryo stage. And, when it has grown to its full size in the mind, it is then brought forth in actual execution.” 

Therefore, you ought to stop the beginnings of sin in your life, or else all the evils it produces must be wholly charged upon you.  The final issue of sin, and how it ends: Sin, when it is finished, brings forth spiritual death, then physical death. After sin is brought forth in actual commissions, the finishing of it as observed by Apostle James is strengthened by frequent acts that settle into a habit. And, when the iniquities of a people are thus filled up the cup, death is the end result. At this stage we can say that there is a judgment of death upon the soul, and death comes upon the body. And, besides spiritual and temporal death, the wages of sin is eternal death too in the Lake of Fire. 
Jesus said that eternal death is spent in the Lake of Fire, “Where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:44). My friends, ‘repent of your sin and forsake them, before it finishes you off. God has no pleasure in your death, as he has no hand in your sin; but both sin and misery you have brought upon yourself. Your own heart’s lusts and corruptions are your tempters; and when by degrees they have separated you from God, and finished the power and dominion of sin in you, then they will prove to be your destroyers. Think again, this time think right, and come to Jesus Christ today, and he will save you and give you eternal life.
For all your worries to go away, the Word of God says to ”Seek first the kingdom of heaven and his righteousness” which means to turn to God first for help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything. Then will you realize that it is the peace that comes from God that you have been seeking (Matthew 6:33).  My friends, what is really important to you? People, objects, goals, and other desires, you should know that all these compete for priority. Any of these can quickly bump God out of first place if you do not actively choose to give him first place in every area of your life.
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