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The Certainty of Eternal Life In Jesus Christ

First John Chapter 2

In this letter by Apostle John to the churches in Ephesus and the surrounding area, he tells them that Jesus was no spectre, no phantom, invisible person or an avatar. He was seen by John and others who were eye-witnesses to his glory. They touched him and knew that he was real. He John used to lean on Jesus bosom and they heard him with their ears as he spoke the words of life. They looked upon him through the eye of the mind so that what they said about him was based on their discernment, their cogitation, and their convictions. The senses inform the mind and aid it in drawing conclusions. John therefore, speaks about Jesus without mental reservation or equivocation of, any kind. Other witnesses include Jesus’ own family members when he was on earth. Although his brethren did not believe in him at first reading from John 7, but they knew he was real before came to believe when they saw him after he was resurrected (Matthew 13:54, 57; Acts. 1 verse 14).
John uses the address “little children” in a warm fatherly way.  John by now a very old man, had spent almost all his life in ministry, and many of his readers were indeed his spiritual children. To people who are feeling condemned, John offers reassurance. They know they have sinned, and Satan who is known as the accuser of our brethren” is demanding the death penalty (Revelation 12 verse 10). When we feel this way, John says not to give up hope, the best defense attorney in the universe is pleading your case. Jesus Christ, our advocate, is the Judge’s Son. He has already suffered your penalty in your place. You can’t be tried again for a case that is no longer on the docket. United with Jesus in a relationship, you are as safe as he is. If you are in Christ Jesus, there should be no reason to be afraid to ask him to plead your case, he has already won it (Romans 8 verses 33, 34; Hebrews 7 verses 24, 25).
4-8. The Christians are to avoid sin at all cost, but should they at any time fall into unpremeditated sin, they must be cleansed from their sins day by day. John says three things about cleansing: the blood of Jesus Christ is the means of cleansing: the method of cleansing is confession of sin to the Lord Jesus Christ, not through a priest or any one; the measure of cleansing is that every wrong is cared for. The Scripture implies that confession must be made to God himself, because in Jesus we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3 verse 12; Hebrews 10 verse 19).  Jesus Christ is our “propitiation” or atoning sacrifice for our sins. Nothing sinful or evil can exist in God’s presence. He is absolute goodness. He cannot overlook, condone, or excuse sin as if it never happened. He loves us, but his love does not make him morally lax. If we trust in Jesus, however, we do not have to bear the penalty for our sins (1st Peter 2 verse 24). We can be acquitted (Romans 5 verse 18) by his atoning sacrifice on the cross for you. We sometimes have a difficult time forgiving someone who wrongs us. Imagine how hard it would be to forgive everyone no matter what they had done. This is what God has done in Jesus. No one, no matter what they have done, is beyond hope of forgiveness. All we have to do is turn from our sin, receive Jesus Christ’s forgiveness, and commit our heart to him. 

Now here is the sixty-four million dollar question, “how can you be sure you belong to Jesus? This passage gives two ways to know: A Christian should do what Jesus tells him or her to do and live as Jesus wants him or her to live.  And what does Jesus tell us to do? John answers in John chapter 3 verse 23: “Believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.” True Christian faith results in loving behavior; that is why John says our behavior can assure us that we are Jesus’. Walking “as he walked” or living as Jesus did means to keep his commandments (John 15 verse 9 and 10). To live today as Jesus did, we must obey his teachings and follow his example of complete obedience to God and loving service to people.  
Today, we seem to have more people who came out from pagan religions who claim that Jesus had revealed himself to them. If you ask why? First I believe these were not shy to ask Jesus to prove to them that he is the real Lord and Savior. Second, their boldness in asking come from the fact that these having been raised in a pagan religion almost their life time, do want to make sure they are not being deceived again.  
We have an advocate with the Father. The one who pleads for us is the “parakletos,” literally, “the one called alongside in order to help.” Jesus Christ is our advocate or Paraclete [Holy Spirit] before the Father with respect to our sins. When believer’s sin, repent, and confess their transgressions, their advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous pleads his blood in their behalf before the Father. His blood covers all their sins and brings them back into full fellowship with their Father in heaven. The same Greek word is used for the Holy Spirit four times in the Gospel of John and is there translated “Comforter.”
John reiterates here the testimony of Paul and James about the relationship between faith and works. James said that faith without works in dead (James 2 verses 17 to 26).  Good and bad works, Paul indicates that rewards will be based on our good and bad works (2nd Corinthians 5 verse 10). John says here that whoever does not keep the commandments of Jesus is a liar and the truth is not in him or her. Thus faith in Jesus Christ without good works, keeping the commandments is not real.
9-15. One of the firstfruits of the Spirit is love. He who hates his brother or sister is in darkness, and hatred is disobedience to the great commandment hat we should love one another. Whoever is loveless shows that his or her profession of faith cannot be genuine. Such a person cannot know where he or she is going, because hatred has blinded him or her. Does it mean if you dislike anyone you are not a Christian? These verses are not talking about disliking a disagreeable Christian brother or sister. There will always be people we will not like as well as others. John’s words focus on the attitude that causes us to ignore or despise others, to treat them as irritants, competitiors, or enemies. Christian love is not a feeling but a choice. We can choose to be concerned with people’s well-being and treat them with respect, whether or not we feel affection toward them. If we choose to love others, God will help us express our love.
John was writing to believers of all ages, his “little children,” who had experienced forgiveness through Jesus. The old men and women or “fathers and mothers” were mature in the faith and had a long standing relationship with Jesus Christ. The younger men and women had struggled with Satan’s temptations and had won. The boys and girls had learned about Jesus Christ and were just beginning their spiritual journey. Each stage of life builds upon the other. As children learn about Jesus, they grow in their ability to win battles with temptation. As young adults move from victory to victory, they grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. Older adults, having known Jesus for years, have developed the wisdom needed to teach young people and start the cycle all over again. My friend, has your Christian growth reached the maturity appropriate for your stage in life?
16-18. Some people think worldiness is limited to external behavior, the people we associate with, the places we go, the activities we enjoy. Worldiness is also internal, for it begins in the heart. It is characterized by three things John defines them for us.  John defines these people’s three great weaknesses: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. The first has to do with pleasure, by which bodily desires are satisfied; the second has to do with convetousness, which springs from the eye and has to do with the desire for riches and great possessions, the third has to do with worldly ambition, which is a vainglory that craves honor and applause.  In Genesis 3 verse 6, when the serpent tempted Eve, he tempted her in these areas. Also, when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, these were his three areas of attack (Matthew 4 verses 1 to 11).
However, by contrast God values self-control, a spirit of generocity, and humble service. It is possible to give the impression of avoiding “worldy pressures” while still harboring worldly attitudes in one’s heart. It is also possible, like Jesus, to love sinners and spend time with them while maintaining the values of God’s Kingdom. If you are reading this message, and if I may ask, “what values are more important to you? Do your actions reflect the world’s values or God’s values?
The Bible distinguishes the antichrist from antichrists and the spirit of antichrist. John does not have in mind the antichrist, but those who make common cause with him and whose evil spirit they imitate. Since they deny the basic truths of the gospel, they are called antichrists. John refers to the antichrist to include some of the people involved in this heresy had belonged to the Christian fellowship. Their error for which they left the fellowship, was a denial of the reality of the incarnation, which was also a repudiation of the Father. The heresy was a direct result of Gnostic teaching.
John in this passage is talking about the “last days,” the time between Jesus’ first and second comings. The first-century readers of 1 John lived in the last days, and so do we. During this time, “antichrists,” also known as false teachers who pretend to be Christians and lure weak members away from Jesus Christ, will appear.  Finally, just before the world ends, one great Antichrist will arise (Revelation 13; 19 verse 20; 20 verse 10). Believers in Jesus Christ should have no reason to fear these evil people. The Holy Spirit shows us their errors, so we are not deceived. However, believers must teach the world of God clearly and carefully to the peripheral, weak members among us so they would not fall prey to these false teachers “which come to you in sheep clothings, but inwardly they are raving wolves” (Matthew 7 verse 15). 
19-26. “They went out from us, but they were not of us.” The antichrists were not strangers to the Church, they once had been in the church, but they did not really belong to it. Therefore, it is meet that the believers should be warned of the haste and end of time, and apprised as much as may be of the prophetic periods of time. The sign of this last time: Even now there are many antichrists, many that oppose the person, doctrine, and kingdom of Jesus Christ. It is a mysterious portion of providence that antichrists should be permitted; but, when they have come, it is good and safe that the believers in Jesus should be informed of them; ministers should be watchmen to the Christian fellowship. Now it should be no great offence nor prejudice to believers in Jesus that there are such antichrists:  One great one has been foretold: John reminds us, “As you have heard that antichrist shall come.” The generality of the church have been informed by divine revelation that there must be a long and fatal adversary to Jesus Christ and his church, (2nd Thessalonians 2 verses 8 to 10). 
Let it not be a surprising thing to you as believer in Jesus Christ why there are many harbingers and forerunners of the great Antichrist: Even now there are many antichrists, the mystery of iniquity already worketh.  They were foretold also as the sign of this last time in which we live.  For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect, (Matthew 24 verse 24). And these were the forerunners of the dissolution of the nation of Israel, and faith: Whereby we know it is the last time. Let the prediction that we see there has been of seducers arising in the Christian world fortify us against their seduction. Some account of these seducers or antichrists. As in our time in our churches, these antichrists were once entertainers or professors of apostolical doctrine: "They went out from us, from our company and communion.’ In Johns time, possibly from the church of Jerusalem, or some of the churches of Judea, as in Acts 15 verse 1. 
Without any doubt even today, the purest churches may have their apostates and revolters; the apostolic doctrine did not convert all whom it convinced of its truth. "They were not inwardly such as we are: But they were not of us; they had not from the heart obeyed the form of sound doctrine delivered to them; they were not of our union with Jesus the head.’’ Now here is the reason upon which John concluded that they were not of us; they were not what they pretended, or what we are, and that is their actual defection: "For, if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us. In other words, had the sacred truth been rooted in their hearts it would have held them with us; had they had the anointing from above, by which they had been made true and real Christians, they would not have turned antichrists.’’ Those that apostatize from the Gospel of Jesus Christ sufficiently indicate that, before, they were hypocrites in the Christian faith: those who have imbibed the spirit of gospel truth have a good preservative against destructive error.  The reason why they are permitted thus to depart from apostolical doctrine and communion, it is so that their insincerity may be detected: But this was done or they went out that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. The true Church knows not well who are its vital members and who are not; and therefore the Church, considered as internally sanctified, may well be styled invisible. Some of the hypocritical must be manifested here, and that for their own shame and benefit too, in their reduction to the truth, if they have not sinned unto death, and for the terror and caution of others. You therefore, beloved, seeing you know these things before, beware lest you also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, (2nd Peter 3 verse 17, 2nd Peter 3 verse 18).
“Ye have an unction from the Holy One” means “the Holy Spirit has come upon you” When you become a Christian and are born again, you receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps the believer by communicating God’s truth. Jesus is the truth, and the Holy Spirit guides believers to him (John 16 verse 13). To be against Jesus is to be against his truth, and the Holy Spirit does not work in such lives.  However, when we are led by the Holy Spirit, we have a way to stand against false teachers and the Antichrist. True believers ought to ask the Holy Spirit to guide them each day. 
John exposes the scheme of the enemies of Jesus and his church. Apparently the “antichrists” in his day were claiming faith in God while denying and opposing Jesus Christ. Here John firmly said, is impossible. Since Jesus is God’s Son and his Messiah, to deny Jesus is to reject God’s way of revealing himself to the world.  John now says it loud and clear, that a person who accepts Jesus Christ as God’s Son, however, accepts God the Father at the same time. The two are one and cannot be separated. The identification of cultists is their denial that Jesus is divine. True Christians are to expose these heresies and oppose such teachings where they find them. John audience had heard the true Gospel. They knew that Jesus was God’s Son, that he died for their sins and was raised from the dead to give them new life, and that he would return and establish his Kingdom in its fullness. But as in our experience today, evil and misguided teachers where beginning to infiltrate their memberships, who denied these basic doctrines of the Christian faith, and some of the believers were in danger of succumbing to false arguments. In his letter, John encourgaged them to hold on to the true Christian truth they heard at the beginning of their walk with Jesus Christ. It is very important for the Christian to grow in his or her knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, to deepen his or her understanding through carful study of the Scripture, and to teach theses truths to others.  
27-28. John talks about the anointing that abides in believers and teaches them all things. By the Spirit believers have an inward witness and confirmation of the divine truth they have imbibed. This means we place our total trust in him and live as he wants us to live. It implies a personal, life-giving relationship. The Spirit is the constant witness to Jesus Christ in the hearts of his people. He is each believer’s indwelling teacher. And since the Spirit is truth, he can teach them only what is true, which includes all things necessary to our knowledge of God in Jesus Christ.
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