Sabbath Sermon of June 18, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Rewards of the Most High God

Leviticus Chapter 26

The invariable law of the Most High is that those who obey him will be blessed by him. In the New Testament Apostle Paul repeats this truth that God spoke to the children of Israel. “Whatsoever a man or woman soweth, that shall he or she reap” (Galatians 6:7). If you sow righteousness and act in love toward your neighbor, you shall reap a rich reward in this life and in the one to come. Therefore, if a people wish to secure God Almighty’s favor, he says, “If you walk in my statues, and keep my commandments, and do them, then I will give you rain in due season and the land shall yield her increase.” What does Jesus say? Jesus also says, “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. “If you love Me keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father to give you another comforter or helper that he may abide with you forever.”
The people of the Old Testament were warned over and over against worshiping idols, these are the same idols that are worshipped in America today. We wonder how the Israelites could deceive themselves with these objects of wood and stone. Don’t we see the images of these idols for which the Israelites were punished in every of our cities today, and as they are positioned to be honored as people pass or drive by them. Yet God is well giving us the same warning, for we have become prone to put idols before him in our land. Idolatry also includes the motives behind the making of anything more important than God Almighty in your life, and life in this world is full of temptation. Money, looks, success, reputation, security, these are today’s idols. For these things many have sold themselves to Satan also known as Lucifer. My friend, as you look at these gods that promise everything you want but nothing you need, does idolatry seem so far removed from your experience?
God Almighty took the children of Israel out of bitter slavery and gave them freedom and dignity. As Christians we are set free when we accept Jesus Christ’s payment for our sins that redeems us from sin’s slavery.  True Christians no longer need to be bogged down over their past sins, rather we should walk with dignity because the Most High God has forgiven us and forgotten them.  Most importantly, we must be watchful, because just as the Israelites were still in danger of returning to a slave mentally, we need to beware of the temptation to return to our former sinful patterns.

9-12. If you and I as a people shall obey the law of God, then five of us shall chase a hundred, and hundred of us ten thousand. In the spiritual realm or matters, arithmetic progression gives way to geometric progression. The greater the number of true Christians praying the greater the response; for five, the ratio is twenty-to-one. But when there are a hundred, the ratio of the response is one-hundred-to-one. 

If the Israelites obeyed, there would be peace in the land. If they disobeyed, disaster would follow.  It is the same condition for America. If you ask why the same condition for America? Well to him much is given much is required. America is the Most High God’s created nation for the propagation of his Gospel as Israel was called. God used sin’s consequences to draw the Israelites to repentance, not to get back at them.  Today, although sin’s consequences do not seem to be apparent, but they are happening at individual levels and more in the making at the national level.  When calamity strikes us we may not know the reason, because we are so much tuned to the news media stories and their falsified scientific reasons why those things happen. 
13-24. “Those that cast off the Most High God deserve that he should cast them off.  As they continued obstinate, the judgments should increase yet more upon them.” The Most High God will punish them seven times more, for it if “less judgments do not do their work. God Almighty will send greater judgments.”  These judgments may come as a result of our own disobedience as a people; the result of someone else’s sin, or the result of natural disaster. If we are watching as Jesus says to do, we would know because the Holy Spirit will alert us. But if we appear not to know, we should search our hearts and be sure we are at peace with the Almighty God. His Spirit, like a great searchlight, will reveal those areas we need to deal with. At the same time, we must realize that calamity may not always be the result of wrongdoing.  Therefore, we are to guard against assigning or accepting blame for every tragedy we encounter, which is one of Satan’s favorite weapons against believers.  But it should not be ruled out completely the fact that sin could well be the reason for calamity at both the individual and national levels.
23- 32.  Here, God Almighty reveals the punishment which would be exacted of anyone or any people if and when they disobeyed him and broke his covenant. This warning or threat is repeated in Deuteronomy 28: 58-67. The first punishment was meted out to the Israelites in the Babylonian captivity of 587 B.C. The diaspora, or dispersion, of the Israelites among the nations came later and has not been reversed to this day.” The people persistently disobeyed, and eventually they were conquered and carried off to the lands of Assyria and Babylon.  The King of Assyria then brought in foreigners to repopulate the land of Israel namely: Cuthah, Babylon, Ava, Hamath, Sephervaim of Sherpherdic, and placed them in the cities of Samaria or Northern Israel instead of the children of Israel (2 Kings 17:24-25). 

33-45. Here we realize what God meant when he said that he is long suffering (Exodus 34:6).  Even if the children of Israel chose to disobey and were scattered among the heathen, God Almighty would still give them the opportunity to repent and return to him. The purpose of God in any kind of punishment to his people would never be to destroy them, but to help them grow and learn to restrain themselves from the temptations of sin. As true Christians our day-to-day experiences and hardships are sometimes overwhelming; unless we can see that God purpose is to bring about continual growth in us, we may despair and resort to complaining all the time. My friend, whenever you feel overwhelmed in your daily activities, especially, in your dealings with the people of this world, think of Jeremiah’s expression in chapter 29:11-13 in his book. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto thee.”  The true Christian is to retain hope while suffering to show that he or she understands God’s merciful ways of relating to his people.
46. The law of God Almighty given to the children of Israel which has been passed on to us through Jesus Christ also  takes in today’s economy in which all people should move and live. The Law can be divided into three segments: the moral law of the Ten Commandments (Deuteronomy 5:22; 10:4); the ceremonial law which set for the proper approach to in worship (Leviticus 7:37, 38); the civil law under which all people should live and governed (Deuteronomy 17:9-11). The ceremonial law having been fulfilled by Jesus Christ, mainly the animal sacrifice for sin which is no longer binding on people under the New Covenant. Because of the work done by Jesus Christ on the cross, God Almighty no longer has respect to animal sacrifice for forgiveness of sins. 
Some have said that the civil law was designed for the Old Testament theocracy, meaning God Almighty as the ruler, so other nations living under other conditions as in democracy, that is, the rule of the mob are not bound by it. But in Matthew chapter 5: 17-19, Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfill.”  Jesus in the flesh was subject to the law of God Almighty. He met the demands of the ceremonial law of circumcision, the presentation, and his baptism by John the Baptist (John 3:15). In all things Jesus was obedient to the law of his Father, but he never subjected himself into bondage to the legalism that the Pharisees created by the extravagant interpretations of the law known as the tradition of the elders.  Jesus also declared himself the “LORD of the Sabbath.” 
Therefore, believers in Jesus Christ although are no longer required to keep the ceremonial aspect of the law which has to do with animal sacrifice for sins, which became obsolete by the cross, but they must keep the Most High God’s Sabbaths: the seventh day weekly Sabbaths and the LORD’s Feasts. True Christians must keep the moral law of the Almighty God, the Ten Commandments, which applies to all people of all eras and has for its purpose namely: showing all people their need for a Savior; laying down the rules which people of faith in the Almighty God can follow in order to please him who has saved them; and a restraining influence on all of mankind so that a government under just law and not men is made possible. True Christians must obey the moral law of God Almighty, not to merit salvation, but as a token of lives transformed by grace of God. True Christians, like Jesus, are not to be lawless. However, a true Christian must not obey any law that forces him or her to disobey the law of the Almighty God.
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