Sabbath Sermon of June 15, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Adam’s Sin and Its Consequences
Genesis Chapter 3

In the previous chapter we saw that the seal of God’s covenant with Adam was that Adam should refrain from eating the forbidden fruit. The sentence for disobeying God was twofold: (1) Adam would experience spiritual death, and would become corrupted and separated from his Creator; (2) physical death would result, although this sentence was not to be immediately carried out, because God by his foreknowledge had a plan to restore man to himself.  Adam became mortal, when actually he was immortal before he sinned. In the Gospels we learn that both physical and spiritual death have been transmitted through Adam to the entire human race (Romans 5 verses 12 to 14).   
                 Disguised as a crafty serpent, Satan came to tempt Eve.  Satan at one time was an angelic being who rebelled against God and was thrown out of heaven. Although he is trying to tempt everyone away from God, Jesus (Yahushua) will be the final victor. God promises that Satan will be finally crushed (Genesis 3 verse 15; Revelations 20).  If you ask, why does Satan tempt us? Temptation is Satan’s invitation to give in to his kind of life and give up on God’s kind of life.  Satan tempted Eve and succeeded in getting her to sin. He has been getting people to sin ever since. He even tempted Jesus, but Jesus did not give in to sin (Matthew 4 verses 1 to 11).
                 If you ask why Eve could not have resisted Satan’s temptation? Eve on her own chose to give in to the temptation. Of course, she could have resisted Satan’s temptation by following the same guidelines we can follow today. First we must realize that being tempted is not a sin. We have not sinned until we give in to the temptation. Then, to resist temptation, we must constantly do the followings: pray for strength to resist, run, sometimes literally away from it, and say no when confronted with what we know is wrong.  James 1 verse 12 tells of the blessings and rewards for those who do not give in when tempted.
                  The devil tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s goodness. He suggested to her that God was strict, stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to share his knowledge of good and evil. Satan made Eve forget all that God had given her and focus on the one thing she could not have. We fall into trouble, too when we focus on the few things we do not have rather than on the countless things God has given us. My friends, the next time you are feeling sorry for yourself over what you do not have, consider all you do have and thank God. One of the realities of sin is that its effect spreads. After Eve sinned, she involved Adam in her wrongdoing. Notice what Eve did. She looked, she took, she ate, and she gave. The battle is always engaged at the first look. Temptation may begin by simply seeing something we want. If you are struggling with temptation because you have not learned that looking is the first step toward sin, please learn to win over temptation more by taking Apostle Paul’s advice to run from those things that produce evil thoughts. (2nd Timothy 2 verse 22). However, most people when they do something wrong, often they try to relieve their guilt by involving someone else. Like poison spilled in the river, sin swiftly spreads. We must learn to recognize and confess our sins to God before we are tempted to pollute those around us.
                Adam’s sin consisted in disobeying God’s express prohibition as stated in Genesis 3 verses 6 to 12; Romans 5 verses 12 to 19.  Satan provided the temptation we read of in verses 1 to 5; for his identify we read of him in Revelation 12 verse 9, but Adam acted voluntarily, by his own choice. Solicitation to sin does not, itself, constitute guilt.  Speaking on Adams sin, Apostle Paul delineates two opposite states of existence life versus death. In Adam there is sin and death, in Jesus Christ there is righteousness and life. In Jesus Christ, Adam’s situation, which we have inherited, is reverted. Instead of death and condemnation there is justification and eternal life (Romans 5:14 to 19; John 3 verses 17, 18). 
                 The comparison is not precise, because grace far exceeds man’s sin and condemnation. Some misguided theologians have mis-interpreted Paul’s sayings in Romans 5 verse 18 as teaching universalism, the doctrine that everyone will be saved. This is not what Paul meant when he said that as in Adam all people sinned and lost everything, so in Jesus Christ all people gained what they lost in Adam. Paul does say that redemptive grace in Jesus Christ is freely offered to all and is certainly efficacious for those who believe. In other words, Salvation in Jesus Christ is offered to all, but only those who would hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ and believe shall be saved. The free gift comes upon all who believe. Again, the free gift is freely proffered to all.  Besides, we read in the Book of Revelations that not everyone will be going to heaven. If according to those misguided theologians who teach that everyone will be saved, who then are these that we read about in Revelation chapter 20 verses 8 and 9, that Satan shall deceive to gather them together to battle against the camp of the saints, and the beloved city; but would be destroyed by fire from heaven? 
               Adam and Eve got what they wanted; an intimate knowledge of both good and evil. But they got it in a distorted and painful way by doing evil.  It is not surprising that the first fruit of that acquired knowledge of good and evil was Cain, who was the first murderer.  Most people have the illusion that freedom is doing anything we want. God says true freedom comes from obedience and knowing what not to do. The restrictions God gives us are for our own good, showing us how to avoid evil. We should not listen to Satan’s temptations. It does not make sense to want to experience evil to learn more about life.
               After sinning, Adam and Eve felt guilt and embarrassment over their nakedness. Their guilty felling made them run from God and to hide. A guilty conscience is a warning signal God placed inside us that goes off when we have done wrong. The thought of two humans covered with fig leaves trying to hide from the Almighty God. How could they be so silly as to think they could hide things from God? Yet we do the same when we try to hide things from God. We should all learn to share all we do and think with him and do not try to hide. Hiding from God is impossible, you should not even try it.

               “Adam where are thou.” This shows God’s desire for our fellowship. They also show we are afraid to have fellowship with him. When Adam and Eve heard the voice of the Lord God Almighty approaching, they hid themselves because of their sin, they were afraid to show themselves. Sin had broken their fellowship with God, just as it has broken ours with him. But we thank God that through Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the way has been opened for us to renew our fellowship with him Our Father in heaven longs to be with us. He actively offers us his love if we keep his commandments. Our natural response is fear, for we know we can not live up to his standards. But he is willing to help us do better if we would try.
                When God asked Adam about his sin, Adam blamed Eve. Then Eve blamed the serpent. How easy it is to excuse our sins by blaming someone else or circumstances. Adam not only lays the blame upon his wife, but expresses it so as tacitly to reflect on God himself: "It is the woman whom thou gavest me, and gavest to be with me as my companion, and my acquaintance; she gave me of the tree, else I had not eaten of it.’’ Thus he insinuates that God was accessory to his sin: he gave him the woman, and she gave him the fruit; so that he seemed to have it at but one remove from God’s own hand. There is a strange proneness in those that are tempted to say that they are tempted of God, as if our abusing God’s gifts would excuse our violation of God’s laws. God gives us riches, honors, and relations, that we may serve him cheerfully in the enjoyment of them; but, if we take occasion from them to sin against him, instead of blaming Providence for putting us into such a condition, we must blame ourselves for perverting the gracious designs of Providence therein.
              Eve lays all the blame upon the serpent: The serpent beguiled me. Sin is a brat that nobody is willing to own, a sign that it is a scandalous thing. Those that are willing enough to take the pleasure and profit of sin are backward enough to take the blame and shame of it. "The serpent, that subtle creature of thy making, which thou didst permit to come into paradise to us, he beguiled me,’’ or made me to err; for our sins are our errors. Learn hence from Eve’s experience that Satan’s temptations are all beguilings, his arguments are all fallacies, his allurements are all cheats; when he speaks fair, believe him not. Sin deceives us, and, by deceiving, cheats us. It is by the deceitfulness of sin that the heart is hardened (Romans 7 verse 11; Hebrews 3 verse 13).

               “And the Lord God said unto the woman “What is this that thou hast done?” In other words "Wilt thou also own thy fault, and make confession of it? And wilt thou see what an evil thing it was?’’ Note, it concerns those who have eaten forbidden fruit themselves, and especially those who have enticed others to eat it likewise, seriously to consider what they have done. In eating forbidden fruit, we have offended a great and gracious God, broken a just and righteous law, violated a sacred and most solemn covenant, and wronged our own precious souls by forfeiting God’s favor and exposing ourselves to his wrath and curse: in enticing others to eat of it, we do the devil’s work, make ourselves guilty of other people’s sins, and accessory to their ruin.

               We have here the sentence passed upon the woman for her sin. Two things she is condemned to: a state of sorrow, and a state of subjection, proper punishments of a sin in which she had gratified her pleasure and her pride. She is here put into a state of sorrow, one particular of which only is specified, that in bringing forth children; but it includes all those impressions of grief and fear which the mind of the female sex is most apt to receive, and all the common calamities which they are liable to experience. We may understand her punishment to mean that the process of her having children will become painful in contrast to what God had intended before her rebellion and disobedient of the express command of God. “Her desire shall be to her husband,” meaning since she has shown lack of obedience and of good judgment toward God’s commandment, in their union as husband and wife she ought to respect and or consult her husband in her decision making. Note that first Eve appeared to have questioned the words of Adam in her mind, when she was told not to touch or to eat the fruit of the tree of good and evil, and by so doing disobeyed the commandment God gave to Adam the who was the covenant man.

              To show his displeasure against sin, and a jealousy for the injured honor of Adam and Eve, God fastens a curse and reproach upon the serpent, and makes it to crawl on its belly, being burdened (Romans 8 verse 20). The devil’s instruments must share in the devil’s punishments. Thus the bodies of the wicked, though only instruments of unrighteousness, shall partake of everlasting torments with the soul, the principal agent. In others, everyone shall spend eternity with whom they served in their life time. If followed and serve the devil, you will spend eternity with him. But if you followed and served Jesus, you will spend eternity with The Lord Jesus on his throne (Matthew 19 verse 28).
                But God knows the truth, and he holds each of us responsible for what we do. We must all learn to admit our sins and apologize to God. We should not try to get away with sin by blaming someone else.  Adam and Eve chose their course of action to disobey God, and then God chose his. As a holy God, he could respond only in a way consistent with his perfect moral nature. He could not allow sin to go unchecked, he had to punish it. If the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin seem extreme, remember that their sin set in motion the world’s constant tendency toward disobeying God. That is why most people sin today.
             What was wrong in Eve wanting to be like God? To be like God is humanity’s highest goal. It is what we are supposed to do. But Satan misled Eve on the right way to accomplish this goal. He deceived her to believe that she could become more like God by defying God’s authority, by taking Gods place and deciding for herself what was best for her life. In effect, he told her to become her own god. But to become like God is not the same as trying to become God himself. Rather, it is to reflect his characteristics, and recognize his authority over yourself, is how to be like God.  Self exaltation leads to rebellion against God. As soon as we begin to leave God out of our plans, we are placing ourselves above him. This is exactly what Satan wants us to do. Satan convinced Eve to think that sin is good, pleasant, and desirable. A knowledge of good and evil seem harmless to her. People usually choose wrong things because they are convinced that those things are good, at least for themselves. If your sins do not appear ugly to you, how can you avoid the pleasant sins. If that is where you are right now, you better get prepared for the attractive temptations that are certainly coming your way. We cannot always prevent temptations, but there is always a way of escape (1st Corinthians 10 verse 13).
            As a consequence of Adam’s sin, he was condemned to temporal and eternal death, for which the Gospel is the antidote, banished from the Garden of Eden, and promised labor and sorrow in this life.  God also imposed the sentence of death upon all of Adam’s descendants, since he was their federal representative. Theologians differ in the transmission of Adam’s sin to infants, but we believe God judges us for our personal sins today, and not for Adam’s sin, because Jesus has already paid for Adam’s sin on the Cross. God’s covenant with Adam was taken away and a new one established in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10 verses 9 and 10). Although children are conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51 verse 5), but they do not have personal guilt attached to them until they reach the age of accountability, at which time they consciously sin and become guilty. 
In God’s covenant with Adam under the terms of federal headship, he was the representative of the entire human race; thus, all people sinned (infants excluded) in Adam and were separated from God forever unless they come to him through faith in Jesus Christ.
            Satan is our enemy. He will do anything he can to get us to follow his evil, and deadly path. The phrase “thou shall bruise his heel” refers to Satan’s repeated attempts to defeat Jesus Christ during his life on earth. “It shall bruise his head” foreshadows Satan’s defeat when Jesus rose from the dead. A bruise on the heel is not deadly, but a strike on the head is. In this passage God was revealing his plan to defeat Satan and offer salvation to the world through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Adam and Eve broke their relationship with God in so many ways, including the fact that they became convinced their way was better than God’s; they became self-conscious and hid; they tried to excuse and defend themselves.  When ever you find yourself in the same situation as Adam and Eve were, know that you can rebuild your relationship with God by reversing those steps and by doing the following: you must drop your excuses and self-defense; you must stop trying to hide from God; you must become convinced that God’s way is better than your way.
“Unto Adam and also to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins and clothed them.” The wool and the flax are his, as well as the corn and the wine, (Hosea 2 verse 9). These coats of skin had a significancy. The beasts whose skins they were must be slain, slain before their eyes, to show them what death is, and as it is that they may see that they themselves were now mortal and dying (Ecclesiastes 3 verse 18).  It is supposed that they the animals were slain, not for food, but for sacrifice, to typify the great sacrifice, which, in the latter end of the world, should be offered once for all (Hebrews 10 verse 10).  Thus the first thing that died was a sacrifice, of Jesus Christ in a figure, who is therefore said to be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. These sacrifices were divided between God and man, in token of reconciliation: the flesh was offered to God, a whole burnt-offering; the skins were given to man for clothing, signifying that, Jesus Christ having offered himself to God a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savor, we are to clothe ourselves with his righteousness as with a garment, that the shame of our nakedness may not appear. Adam and Eve made for themselves aprons of fig-leaves, a covering too narrow for them to wrap themselves in, (Isaiah 28 verse 20).  Such are all the rags of our own righteousness. But God made them coats of skins; large, and strong, and durable, and fit for them; such is the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us in one accord put on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the whole amore of God (Ephesians 6: 11 and 13).
           “And the Lord God sent him forth from the garden.” The reason God gave why he shut man out of paradise; not only because he had put forth his hand, and taken of the tree of knowledge, which was his sin, but lest he should again put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life which is now forbidden to him by the divine sentence, as before the tree of knowledge was forbidden by the law, and should dare to eat of that tree, and so profane a divine grace and defy a divine sentence, and yet flatter himself with a conceit that thereby he should live forever and live like Satan who deceived them.
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