Sabbath Sermon of July 9, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
“Go Thy Way, Your Faith Hath Made Thee Whole”
Mark Chapter 10

In this chapter we read that Jesus arose from thence, that is, “Then he left Capernaum,” which was his ministry headquarters. “Mentioned here so quietly, but this was his final farewell to Galilee. He never returned until after his death and resurrection.

Here the Pharisees came to him, and asked him saying, “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?” Tempting him, for what purpose? That we will find out very soon.  The Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus with their question. If he supported divorce, he would be upholding the Pharisees’ procedures or tradition, and they doubted he would do that; that is why their question was tempting.  If Jesus spoke against divorce, however, the crowds would dislike his position. More important, he might incur the wrath of Herod, who had already killed John the Baptist for speaking out against divorce and adultery (Mark 6:17-28). These are exactly what the Pharisees’ question was intended to accomplish: for the people to dislike him and for Herod to mark him for execution. Jesus responded by asking them what Moses commanded them to do? They replied saying that Moses approved for them to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.
The Pharisees or traditionalists in Jesus’ day and in our time have always seen divorce as a legal issue rather than a spiritual one. Jesus used his test as an opportunity to review the Most High God’s intended purpose of marriage and to expose the Pharisees’ selfish motives. They were not thinking about what the Most High God intended for marriage, but had settled for marriages of convenience or disposable marriages as practiced in Islam; in which women are treated as property. Therefore, marriage and divorce were regarded as transactions similar to buying and selling land. In addition, they were quoting Moses unfairly and out of context. Jesus showed these legal experts how superficial their knowledge really was.
5-12. Some have said that God Almighty may allowed divorce as a concession to people’s sinfulness, but according to Jesus Christ, it leaves them no room to remarry anyone else other than to themselves over again. In other words, divorce is sin and may be said to bring punishment for failing in marriage. The remedy for the sin of divorce and to remove the punishment will be for the man and woman involved, getting back together and continuing the union. You see, before the Almighty God, the only thing that will cancel or end a marriage between a man and a woman, is the death of one party in the union.  Divorce was not approved and will never be approved by God Almighty; but may have been instituted by Moses to protect the injured in a bad situation. 
The union between them is the most intimate that can be, a sacred thing that must not be violated.  God himself was joined them together; he has not only, as Creator, fitted them to be comforts and helps meet for each other, but he has, in wisdom and goodness, appointed them who are thus joined together, to live together in love till death parts them. Marriage is not an invention of men, but a divine institution, and therefore is to be faithfully observed, and the more, because it is a figure of the mystical inseparable union between Jesus Christ and his Church. 
Now from all this Jesus infers, that men ought not to put their wives asunder from them, whom God has put so near them. The bond which God himself has tied, is not to be lightly untied. They who are divorcing their wives for every offence, would do well to consider what would become of them, if God should in like manner deal with them. (Isaiah 50:1; Jeremiah 3:1). Jesus Christ’s discourse with his disciples, in private about this matter,  laid down the law in this case, “That it is adultery for a man to put away his wife, and marry another; it is adultery against the wife he puts away, it is a wrong to her, a breach of his contract with her. He adds, If a woman shall put away her husband, that is, elope from him, leave him by consent, and be married to another, she commits adultery, and it will be no excuse at all for her to say that it was with the consent of her husband.” Wisdom and grace, holiness and love, reigning in the heart, will make those commands easy which to the carnal mind may be as a heavy yoke.
Unfortunately, the Pharisees used Deuteronomy 24:1 as an excuse for divorce. Jesus explained that this was not the Most High God’s intent, and that marriage brings oneness (Genesis 2:24), and held up the Most High God’s ideal for marriage and told his followers to live by that ideal.  Jesus says, that the only reason anyone in marriage would consider a divorce and go through with it, will be due to the hardness of their heart. In other words, Jesus expects us to forgive each other’s faults and forget them, if we expect our Father to do the same for us.

The Most High God wants married people to consider their marriage permanent, as in till death do us part. My friend, do not enter into marriage with the option of getting out. Your marriage is more likely to be happy if from the outset you are committed to permanence. Do not be hardhearted like these Pharisees, but be hardheaded in your determination, with the Most High God’s help, to stay together.
The teachings of Jesus on divorce found here is also in Matthew 5:22-32; 19: 3-9, and Luke 16:18. Paul states that his teaching on divorce comes from Jesus (1 Corinthians 7:10, 11). The Most High God intended marriage to be a union of one man and one woman for life. Polygamy was not the Most High God’s intention; “For this cause shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh, not two” (Genesis 2:24; Mark 10:6-8). 
Apostle Paul writes, wives submit yourselves unto your husbands, as unto the LORD. “As Jesus Christ is the head of the body, so the husband is the head of the wife,” (Ephesians 5:22, 23). Therefore, as the Church is subject to Jesus Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands are to support protect, and care for their wives. They are to (1) love their wives (Ephesians 5:24, 25); (2) be thoughtful of their needs (1 Peter 3:7); (3) be faithful to them (Malachi 2:14); and (4) stay married not divide except in the case of fornication, (Matthew 19:3-9). 
If you ask, “Why could there be a separation in case of fornication”? Fornication introduces contrary spirits into the union and places it in the hands of Satan also known as Lucifer. For this reason either one member of the union could choose to separate, but to remain unmarried and never to have any sexual relationship with anyone else for life. Here it appears that divorcement and remarriage by one or both parties to some other persons qualifies as an unpardonable sin in the lives of the divorced couple. 
Therefore, to succeed, a married couple’s duty should be first toward the Most High God who is the first person in the union, second toward their union, and third toward their children. Unfortunately, many a marriage had ended by the failure of one partner or both to render the conjugal due, or to abide by these God’s instituted principles governing marriage relationships. However, when it comes to providing sexual satisfaction to their partner, Paul says it is legitimate for a married  couple to interrupt this aspect of the marital bond for a season if there is agreement by both parties to give time to fasting and prayer. But he advises them to come together lest Satan tempt one or both of them to seek sexual satisfaction outside the marriage. Adultery for any reason is never condoned anywhere in the Scripture, and will never be (1 Corinthians 1:1-11).
The continuance of life requires marriage and propagation; but since some people do not have the gift of continence, they are to marry and have children.  Also, the Most High God gives some of the people the gift of continence. For them the single state is in accord with the will of the Most High God. If you ask, “What is mixed marriage?” Today in our society the meaning of mixed marriage has been altered to mean what it is not. Mixed marriage in the Scriptures speaks of marriage between a Christian and an unbeliever (1 Corinthians 7:12-16). For Christians to avoid mixed marriages, Paul warns, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6: 14-18). Since God created only one race and seventy nations, therefore marriage between a man and a woman of different nationalities or in the LORD cannot be described as mixed marriage (Acts 17:26; Number 12:1-15).
13-18. Jesus was often criticized by the traditionalists or Pharisees for hanging out with the wrong people: children, tax collectors, and sinners. Even his disciples before their eyes and minds were opened on the Pentecost Day, thought Jesus should be spending more time with important leaders and the devout, because this was the way to improve his position and avoid criticism if he must rule Israel as they hoped. But Jesus did not need to improve his position, because His Kingdom is not of this world. He was God Almighty in the flesh, and he wanted to speak to those who needed him most. 
“Suffer the children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for such is the Kingdom of the Most High God.” Here Jesus taught that, to feel secure, all children need is a loving look and gentle touch from someone who cares. Children believe us because they trust us. Jesus said that people should believe him with this kind of children faith. We do not have to understand all the mysteries of the universe; it should be enough to know that God loves us and provides forgiveness for our sin. In other words, whatever you do trust the Most High God with a child’s simplicity and receptivity.

17-23. The rich young ruler called Jesus “good,” Jesus said only God can be called good. The implication is plain.”If you call me good, call me God, for that is who I am. The young man wanted to be sure he would get eternal life, so he asked what he could do. He said he had never once broken any of the laws Jesus mentioned, and perhaps he had even kept the Pharisees’ loopholes-filled version of them. But Jesus lovingly broke through his pride with a challenge that brought out his true motives by saying to him: “Sell whatever thou hast, and give to the poor.” This exposed what would keep him out of the Kingdom of God; his love for money. Unfortunately, his attitude towards money, his accomplishments and self effort made him unable to keep the first commandment: to let nothing be more important than the Most High God in his life (Exodus 20:3).
24-30. “For them that trust in riches, how hardly they shall enter into the Kingdom of God.” Jesus is not saying that those who are wealthy cannot enter into the Kingdom God, but those who trust in their wealth to bring them into the Kingdom of God. Because the rich having their basic physical needs met, often become self-reliant. When they feel empty, they can buy something new to fill the void that only the Most High God can fill. Their abundance becomes their deficiency. The person who has everything on earth can still lack what is most important: eternal life, which money cannot buy because is free. 
In our society today, even among Christians the misconception is still common, that wealth is a blessing from God, and a reward for being good or faithful. No doubt many Christians enjoy material prosperity, many others live in poverty, but wealth is not a sign of faith or of partiality on the Most High God’s part. However, Jesus assures us that anyone who gives up something valuable for his sake will be repaid in hundred times over in this life, although not necessary in the same way. For example, should your friends and family reject you for accepting Jesus Christ and for living righteously; Jesus will give you the larger family of Christians: brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers. Along with these rewards, however, there will be persecution because the world will hate you as they hated Jesus Christ and his Father. So Jesus wants to make sure you understood this persecution part, so you do not selfishly follow him only for the rewards.
31-34. For those believers who wonder why sinners have more wealth and things, while themselves have almost nothing, let see if you will understand this, that the values of this world will be reversed. Those who seek status and importance here on earth will have none in heaven. Those who are humble to God Almighty here on earth will be great in heaven. The corrupt condition of our society encourages confusion in values. We are bombarded by messages that tell us how to be important and feel good. But Jesus wants you to understand that your life on earth should be about service to others. Although this idea would seem alien to the unregenerated minds, but those who have humbly and righteously served others are most qualified to be great in heaven. Jesus says, “The meek shall inherit the earth, not Satan and his followers as they are being lied to in their temples of Baal (Matthew 5:5).
Here we would attempt to review what Jesus said and what his disciple heard while on their way to Jerusalem. Jesus death and resurrection should have come as no surprise to the disciples, because he constantly told them of what would happen to him. Unfortunately, they did not really hear what he was saying. Just as most people in our time who would not obey the words of Jesus and the Almighty God,  have been conditioned to believe that the reason Jesus could not have been the Messiah was that the Messiah was supposed be a conquering king that will save Israel from the Roman rule, and not someone that would be humiliated and put to an open shame on the cross of Rome. But Jesus said he is the Messiah, and the prophecies of his death and resurrection show that these events were God’s plan from the beginning, not accidents (Isaiah 53). Those who believe the words of Jesus and the Almighty Father and do them, are known as true Christians and are the children of the Most High God (John 1:12). But those who do not believe including those who believe but do not do his words or what he says, are condemned already (John 3:18-21).
35-45. In Matthew 20:12 the mother of James and John asks for her sons to be seated on the left and the right hands of Jesus in his Kingdom. Here in this passage, James and John make the request for themselves. We can assume that both the mother and the sons asked the same petition of Jesus and received the same sort of reply. We learn that prayer can be used and abused. Some of us do not use it and others use it by abusing it. Jesus bypassed the petition by saying it is not part of his role to make this decision. It belongs to his Father, to whom he is obedient and from whom he will not wrest what is not his to do. 
Some have said that the petition was based on a serious sinful inclination, the desire for power and status.  They say such desires reflect a lack of true sanctification, but we say it could be due to their lack of understanding of the mission, and display a spirit of worldliness. Jesus did not ridicule James and John for asking, but he denied their request. Of course, we are all free to ask the Most High God for anything, but our request may be denied if it is not according to His will. God wants to give us what is best for us, not merely what we want. He denies some of our requests for our own good.
46-52. Here Jesus and his disciples on their way to Jerusalem, after crossing Perea, entered into Jericho. A popular resort city rebuilt by Herod the Great in the Judaean desert, not far from the Jordan River crossing.
 It was here that when Bartimus a blind man while sitting by the highway side begging, heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth passing by, that he began to cry out, saying “Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on me. Jesus stood still in the same manner he will stop to listen whenever you call to him. He commanded that the Blind man be brought to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, “What will thou, that I should do unto thee?”  Remember that although Jesus knew what the blind man needed, but Jesus’ question was for an agreement between them, that to be healed was what he wanted from the Most High God. The blind man replied, “LORD that I might receive my sight.” Jesus answered saying, “Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.” My friend, now you know that it could be your lack of faith, or probably your wrong motives that is keeping you from getting what you need from the Most High God. 
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