Sabbath Sermon of July 6, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Sins of People and God’s Judgment

Genesis Chapter 6

Sons of God, used here in the sense that God created them in his image, but these are no longer godly in character. The sons of God refer to “the godly line” of Seth, and “daughters of men” to women from the line of Cain. The result seemed to have weakened the good influence of the faithful and increased moral depravity in the world, resulting in an explosion of evil. For the glory of God’s justice, and for warning to a wicked world, before the history of the ruin of the old world, we have a full account of its degeneracy, its apostasy from God and rebellion against him. The destroying of it was an act, not of an absolute sovereignty, but of necessary justice, for the maintaining of the honor of God’s government. 
In this chapter, we have an account of two things which occasioned the wickedness of the old world: The increase of mankind: “Men began to multiply upon the face of the earth.” This was the effect of the blessing in Genesis 1 verse 28, and yet man’s corruption so abused and perverted this blessing that it was turned into a curse. Thus sin takes occasion by the mercies of God to be the more exceedingly sinful. In Proverbs 29 verse 16, we read that “When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth.” The more sinners the more sin; and the multitude of offenders emboldens men. Infectious diseases are most destructive in populous cities; and sin is a spreading leprosy.
Today in our world, numerous families need to be well-governed, lest they become wicked families. The objected mixed marriages here is not due to race or skin color, but of faith: The sons of God, that is, the professors of faith in God, who were called by the name of the Lord, and called upon that name, married the daughters of men, that is, those that were profane, unbelievers and strangers to God and godliness. The posterity of Seth did not keep by themselves, as they ought to have done, both for the preservation of their own purity and in detestation of the apostasy of Cain’s generation. They intermingled themselves with the excommunicated generation of Cain: They took them wives of all that they chose. But what was amiss [wrong] in these marriages? We answer, they chose only by the eye: they chose their wives for the same reason Eve chose to eat of the fruit of the tree of good and evil (Genesis 3 verse 6). They saw that the daughters of me were fair, or light skinned, which was all on which they based their decisions; they followed the choice which their own corrupt affections made: they took all that they chose, without advice and consideration. But that which proved of such bad consequence to them was that they married strange wives, and were unequally yoked with unbelievers, forbidden to people of God (2nd Corinthians 6 verse 14). This was forbidden to Israel in Deuteronomy 7 verses 3 and 4. It was the unhappy occasion of Solomon’s apostasy (1st Kings 11 verses 1 to 4), and was of bad consequence to the Judeans after their return out of Babylon (Ezra 9 verses 1 and 2).
Some have taught that the sons of God refer to fallen angels who married daughters of men, but there is nothing demonic or mystical in the entire passage to indicate that the sons of men were actually fallen angels. In point of fact, angels are not called sons of God; it is man that was made in the image of God that could be called his son. Moses in the passage is simply pointing out the fact that the mighty men of old, men of renown, were born of normal human marriage. And God saw the mixing of the seeds of good and evil through these marriages as an act of failure in judgment on the part of the godly men, and of wickedness on the part of the ungodly who were bent on corrupting them by giving their daughters in marriage to the godly posterity.
In verse 6 we read, “And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.” But God does not regret creating humanity, nor does he admit making a mistake; for God does not change his mind (1st Samuel 15 verse 29). Instead God was expressing sorrow for what the people had done to themselves, as a parent might express sorrow over a rebellious child. The word “repented” has a different connotation. The Lord was grieved or God was sorry that the people, even those who claim to know him and love righteous would sometimes choose sin and death instead of a relationship with him.
7-13. God’s resolution to destroy sin with man for his wickedness, that is when God repented that he had made man, he resolved to destroy sin and man who is possessed by it. Thus those that have truly repented of their sins would resolve, in the strength of God’s grace, to mortify sin and to destroy it, and so to undo what they have done wrong. But we would but mock God in saying that we are sorry for our sin, and that it grieves us to the heart, if we continue to indulge it. In vain do we pretend a change of our mind if we do not evidence it by a change of our way. We read that God resolves to destroy man saying: “I will wipe off man from the earth,” as dirt or filth is wiped off from a place which should be clean, and is thrown to the dunghill, the proper place for it.
We thank God for the fact that although corruption had engulfed the whole world then, which unfortunately has come back to reign in our time, Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Three expressions characterize the life of Noah: he was righteous, that is, he was redeemed and the righteousness of Jesus Christ was upon him; he was “perfect,” that is, blameless, and he “walked with God.” Noah was the prototype of the kind of people Christians ought to be in this generation. God looked at what was going on earth, and was more resolved than ever to destroy the earth, because of the corruption that had corrupted everything he had perfectly made to serve him. He now tells Noah what his intensions were in advance of the happening. 
Today as God is about to destroy sin for the last time, he is telling his people through his prophets in the same manner he had intimated Noah with his intensions before the flood to: “Be strong, be faithful, be not shaken, for terrible things will happen.  Terrible things will be happening as it has already begun. Terrible things will begin to happen as it has never been and shall become more frequent everywhere.  Bad news, rumors of terrible things, of wars, of death, of disease and of pestilence.  It is not just rumors, but real occurrences of evil and disasters to a high magnitude everywhere because of man’s own evil works and rebellion against Me, The Omnipotent God.  As man continues in rebellion and in sin, evil, and abomination before Me, The Almighty Most High God, and heed not My Word and My warnings; they hasten and bring judgment upon themselves in their rebellion.  Therefore, I send My servants, My prophets, and My ministers to speak My Word and to warn man of the consequences of rebellion, of sin and of evil works, of judgment and of the reward of repentance and obedience which brings deliverance and salvation.  Do not be deceived!  Do not allow false and heretic ministers who make light of My judgment upon the rebellious and the unrepentant sinner to deceive you” says The Lord.
God made more account of Noah than of all the world besides, and this made him greater and more truly honorable than all the giants that were in those days, who became mighty men and men of renown. Let this be the summit of our ambition, to find grace in the eyes of the Lord; herein let us labor, that, present or absent, we may be accepted of our Father in heaven, (2nd Corinthians 5 verse 9). Those are highly favored whom God favors.  When the rest of the world was corrupt and wicked, Noah kept his integrity: These are the generations of Noah; this is the account we have to give of him, that Noah was a just man. This character of Noah comes in here either, as the reason of God’s favor to him; his singular piety qualified him for singular tokens of God’s loving-kindness. 
Those that would find grace in the eyes of the Lord must be as Noah was and do as Noah did; God loves those that love him: or, as the effect of God’s favor to him. It was God’s good-will to him that produced this good work in him. He was a very good man, but he was no better than the grace of God made him, (1st Corinthians 15:10). But, that which crowns his character is that thus he was, and thus he did, in his generation, in that corrupt degenerate age in which his lot was cast. It is easy to be Christian when Christianity is in fashion; but it is an evidence of strong faith and resolution to swim against a stream to heaven, that is when faith in God is rejected and opposed by many, would you be willing to appear for God when no one else appears for him: so Noah did, and it is upon his record, and to his immortal honor. To say Noah was “perfect in his generations” does not mean that he never sinned; the Bible records one of his sins in Genesis 9 verse 20. Rather it means that he wholeheartedly loved and obeyed God. For a lifetime he walked step by step in faith a living example in his generation. In your life as a Christian are you influencing others for Jesus Christ, or are you being influenced by them?
Jesus tells us in Matthew 37 verses 28 to 44, that “as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore, be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
In the days of Noah it was the children of Cain’s generation that corrupted the earth. In Revelation 20 verses 7 to 10, it is Gog and Magog that symbolize all the forces of evil who band together to battle God. Noah’s son Japheth had a son named Magog (Genesis 10 verse 2). In Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39 we read that Gog as a leader of forces against the people of God. So as it was in the days of Noah, this is not going to be a battle where the outcome is in doubt during the heat of the conflict. Here, as it was in the flood, there is no contest. Their master Satan who deceived them would be caught and cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. Who are the children of Gog and Magog, and where do they dwell today on earth? Are they supporting or opposing God’s work? The Bible is prophetic, historical and true on every account (Revelation 20 verses 7 to 10).
14-17.  Noah’s ark was approximately 450 feet long by 75 feet wide, and was three stories with 15 feet between each story. Noah must have employed many people to assist him in the construction of the ark, which was made of gopher wood and covered with pitch. It has been estimated that it could have carried seventeen hundred animals. The ark is representative of Jesus Christ, who is the place of refuge for sinners who wish to be saved from the wrath of God that he now warns is about to come (1 Peter 3 verse 20). My friends, how willing are you to be employed by Jesus in the building of the ship for the departure of his people at his return? As a Christian, how much are you contributing in labor to the building of the ship in which we would be travelling home to be with our Father in Heaven? 
In Noah’s day, all kinds of sin was found among the people of the world, for it is said that the earth was, “Corrupt before God,” that is, in the matters of God’s worship; either they had other gods before him, or they derided him by worshipping him by images, or they were corrupt and wicked in despite and contempt of God, daring him and defying him to his face, as we see going on today in our time. “The earth was also filled with violence” and injustice towards all people. There was no order nor regular government; no man was safe in the possession of that which he had the most clear and incontestable right to, no, not the most innocent life; there was nothing but murders, rapes, and rapine [plunder]. Wickedness, as it is the shame of human nature, so it is the ruin of human society. Take away conscience and the fear of God, and men become beasts and devils to one another, like the fishes of the sea, where the greater devour the less. Sin fills the earth with violence, and so turns the world into a wilderness, into a cock-pit.

Three different views have emerged about the extent of the flood (1) not all land was covered, and not all life died; (2) not all land was covered, but all life died; (3) all land was covered, and all life died. The last view is disliked especially by nationalist scholars. But there is a universal tradition about the flood among all peoples of the world. Recent evidence of a gigantic catyclysm in all parts of the world clearly suggests a universal flood.

18-22. God announces to Noah that he will make a covenant with him, the covenant of providence, that the course of nature shall be continued to the end of time, notwithstanding the interruption which the flood would give to it. This promise was immediately made to Noah and his sons, given in detail in Genesis 9 verse 8, etc. They were as trustees for all this part of the creation, and a great honor was thereby put upon him and his household. The covenant of grace, that God would be to him a God and that out of his seed God would take to himself a people. When God makes a covenant, he establishes it, he makes it sure, and he makes it good; his are everlasting covenants. The covenant of grace has in it the recompense of singular services, and the fountain and foundation of all distinguishing favors; we need desire no more, either to make up our losses for God or to make up a happiness for us in God, than to have his covenant established with us. God here makes Noah a monument of sparing mercy, by putting him in a way to secure himself in the approaching deluge, that he might not perish with the rest of the world: I will destroy them, says God, with the earth. "But make thee an ark; I will take care to preserve thee alive.’’ Noah was obedient and did precisely what God told him to do. His righteousness was vindicated by his walk and fulfilled what James in his epistle indicates: we are saved by faith alone, yet saving faith is never alone; it is always accompanied by good deed of faith (James 2: 14 to 17).
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