Sabbath Sermon of July 2, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Sins of America Surpasses King Manasseh’s
Second Kings Chapter 21

Because grace does not run through blood but through regeneration, good fathers can have bad sons and daughters. Manasseh undid much of all of the good things done by Hezekiah his father. He went so far as to burn his son as an offering to a pagan god. The judgment of God was pronounced against Judah by the Host High God’s prophets because of Manasseh’s seduction of the people as we would see described in verses 10 -15 of this chapter. Today in America the seduction is done by executive orders, purposefully to encourage the people to embrace abominable life styles.
Manasseh followed the example of his grandfather Ahaz more than his father Hezekiah. He adopted the wicked practices of the Babylonians and Canaanites including sacrificing his own sons in the fire. Just as the leaders of America today have done, he did not listen to the words of the Most High God’s prophets, but willfully led his people into sin. In the list of corrupt kings, Manasseh would rank near the top. His life was a catalog of evil deeds, including idol worship, sacrificing his children and other peoples children to Satan also known as Lucifer, and desecration of the LORD’s House of Worship. Eventually, however, he realized his sins and cried out to the Most High God for forgiveness.  And the Most High God listened, but his repentance did not prevent the consequences of his sins from occurring. In the list of corrupt American presidents, do we need to ask who ranks the top? We all know who he is, as he is bent on corrupting everything in his rebellion against the Most High God (Jeremiah 9:16; Matthew 15:14).
In comparison to Manasseh’s mass slaughter, what is America’s record? Blacks comprise only 13% of the population of America but account for 37% of all abortions. Black women are five times more likely to abort than white women. 69% of pregnancies among Blacks are unintended, while that number is 54% among Hispanics and 40% of pregnancies among Caucasians. The total number of America’s sons and daughters that have been made to pass through the fire by the reporting states from 1970 to 2012 stands at 51,923,070 sacrificed to Satan in the abortion or Baal chambers of America. This number does not include abortions performed in the states that do not report abortions performed in their states.  Someone out there must be fooling themselves to think that the Most High God will not avenge these lives. We would soon find out if we do not stop this mass murder that has been going on in this nation for Satan and his agents so they can have enough blood to drink and human flesh to eat and urine to drink in their demonic hellish rituals (Ezekiel 14:13).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abortion_statistics_in_the_United_States
Manasseh was an evil king, exactly as America’s leader is today. He angered the Most High God with his sin as our leaders seem to have done, and are continuing do today. Just like our leaders today, listed among his sins are occult practices, fortune-telling, enchantment, and the use of mediums and wizards and sex magick. God has specific laws against the occult, he warns: “Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them, I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-13). God warned against these practices because it demonstrates a lack of faith in him, involves sinful actions, and opens the door to demonic influences or possessions. Today in America and in the nations of the world, many books, television shows, and games emphasize fortune-telling, séances, and other occult practices. My friend, do not let your desire to know the future or the belief that superstition is harmless lead you into condoning occult practices. They are counterfeits of the Most High God’s power and have as their root a system of beliefs totally opposed to the Most High God. Remember, that it is a very dangerous thing to stand opposed to God Almighty. You make yourself an enemy of the Most High God if you are involved in occult practices.
The children of Israel were naturally curious about the occult practices of the Canaanites religions as many people are today. But Satan is behind the occult, and the Most High God flatly forbade Israel and all his children everywhere to have anything to do with it. Today in America and people around the globe are fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft, and bizarre cults as they are placed before them by agents of Satan and the surrogates pushing for the New World Order. Often most people’s interest comes from a desire to know and control the future. But Satan is no less dangerous today than he was in Moses time when the Most High God gave the warnings. In the Scriptures and through his true prophets, the Most High God tells us all we need to know about what is going to happen. The information Satan offers is usually distorted and completely false. With the trustworthy guidance of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures and the true church of Jesus Christ, not Catholic, we do not need to turn to occult sources for faulty information.
10-15. Here, it appears Judah has reached the point of no return; her cup is full of evil and running over, and God’s judgment is pronounced. Jerusalem will be sacked: the people will be given into the hands of their enemies. It was not going to happen immediately, for the time was not ripe, but it was coming and nothing could prevent it, not even the righteous deeds of Josiah which came after the wicked kings could stop the pronounced judgment.  At the time of this teaching, that is exactly where America has place herself, and as the fate of Jerusalem was in the time of Zedekiah, so shall her fate be if the few good people in America would not do anything to bring America to repentance before it is too late (2nd Kings Chapter 25).
17-18. Manasseh was an evil ruler, but according to 2nd Chronicles, he had a change of heart near the end of his days, which was too late to prevent the consequences of his multiple and unprecedented evil actions. History has it that it was during his reign and his massive slaughter of the righteous people, that Isaiah was sawed into two when trying to hide in a hollow log. Some have said that if Isaiah was the Most High God’s prophet, why did he allow him to be sawed into two? No doubt, most Christians, when suffering occurs, would say “why me?” They feel that the Most High God has deserted them, or perhaps, were not as dependable as they thought.  In reality, however, we live in an evil world filled with suffering, even for believers. But the Most High God is still in control. He allows some true Christians to become martyrs for the faith, and he allows others to survive persecution (Revelation 17:6; 20:4). 
As a true Christian you ought to know that our faith and the values of this world are on a collision course. If we expect pain and suffering to come, we will not be shocked when they hit. But we can also take comfort in knowing that Jesus suffered too. He understands our fears, our weaknesses, and our disappointments. We should be comforted by his promise never to leave us alone, and he intercedes on our behalf. So in times of pain, persecution, or suffering we should trust confidently in Jesus Christ and in him alone.
Here we read of the judgment of Judah and Jerusalem which America faces unfortunately, because her sins have surpassed that of Manasseh, and it is going to be a heavy doom if her people do not repent before it is too late. In Judah’s case, the prophets were sent, in the first place, to teach them the knowledge of God, to remind them of their duty and direct them in it; of which this teaching is for America. If the prophets fail to succeed in that, their next work was to reprove them for their sins, and to set them in view before them, that they might repent and reform, and return to righteousness. If in this the prophets prevailed not, but sinners went on frowardly, their next work was to foretell the judgments of God, that the terror of them might awaken those to repentance who would not be made sensible of the obligations of God’s love, or else that the execution of them, in their season, might be a demonstration of the divine mission of the prophets that foretold them. The prophets were deputed judges to those that would not hear and receive them as teachers. We have here, a recital of the crime because it appears the people had refused to listen to the prophets and repent of their sinful ways brought about by Manasseh’s reign. 
The indictment is read upon which the judgment is grounded. Manasseh had done wickedly himself, though he knew better things, he had even justified the Amorites with his actions, whose path he walked after, by outdoing them in impieties, and debauched the people of God, whom he had taught to sin and forced to sin. Besides that though that was bad enough he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and had multiplied his murders in every corner of the city, and filled the measure of Jerusalem’s blood-guiltiness up to the brim (Matthew 23:32, 33). All this was against the crown and dignity of the King of kings, the peace of his kingdom, and the statutes in these cases made and provided. A prediction of the judgment God would bring upon them for this: “They have done that which was evil, and therefore I am bringing evil upon them; it will come and it is not far off.” The judgment should be very terrible and amazing; the very report of it should make men’s ears to tingle, that is, their hearts to tremble. It should make a great noise in the world and occasion many speculations. It should be copied out as though the sins of Jerusalem had been from Samaria and the house of Ahab.
19. The reign of Amon the son of Manasseh was inglorious and his wickedness great.  He was given to idolatry in every form like his father. He lasted for two years, at which time his servants killed him and his son Josiah became king. Whether Manasseh, in his blind and brutish zeal for his idols, had sacrificed his other sons or whether, having been dedicated to his idols, they were refused by the people—so it was that his successor was a son not born till he was forty-five years old. And of him we are here told,  that his reign was very wicked: He forsook the God of his fathers, disobeyed the commands given to his fathers, and disclaimed the covenant made with his fathers, and walked not in the way of the Lord, but in all the way which his father walked. He trod in the steps of his father’s idolatry, and revived that which he, in the latter end of his days, had put down. This will also be the mindset of yet to come, the son of perdition, the antichrist (Daniel 11:36-39).
Those who set bad examples, though they may repent themselves, yet cannot be sure that those whom they have drawn into sin by their example will repent; it is often otherwise. Unfortunately, it was that his end was very tragic. He having rebelled against God, his own servants conspired against him and slew him, probably upon some personal disgust, when he had reigned but two years. His servants, who should have guarded him, murdered him; his own house, that should have been his castle of defense, was the place of his execution. He had profaned God’s house with his idols, and now God suffered his own house to be polluted with his blood. How unrighteous so ever those were that did it, but the Most High God was righteous who did not prevent it. 
Two things the people of the land did, by their representatives, hereupon: (1) they did justice on the Kings servants that had slain the king, and put them to death; for, though he was a bad king, he was their king, and it was a part of their allegiance to him to avenge his death. Thus they cleared themselves from having any hand in the crime, and did what was incumbent on them to deter others from the like villainous practices. (2) They did a kindness to themselves in making Josiah his son king in his stead, whom probably the conspirators had a design to put by, but the people stood by him and settled him in the throne, encouraged, it may be, by the indications he gave, even in his early days, of a good disposition. Now they made a happy change from one of the worst to one of the best of all the kings of Judah. "Once more,’’ says the Most High God, "they shall be tried with a reformation; and, if that succeed, well; if not, then after that I will cut them down.’’ Amon was buried in the same garden where his father was buried. If his father put himself under that humiliation, the people will put him under it.
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