Sabbath Sermon of July 29, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Reign of the False Prophets

Jeremiah Chapter 23

Jesus warned that before his return that many shall come in His name and shall deceive many who would have no fear of the LORD God Almighty but would be carried away by the activities of this present world. Jesus warns that before his return there will be false prophets who would take delight in their deception of the masses but would have no relationship with Him. At Jesus’ return, these deceiving false teachers and false prophets will confess to Him of the many they deceived in His name expecting rewards (Matthew 7:21-23). But Jesus warns that not everyone who uses his name or call him Lord, Lord shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven. In other words, it is not enough merely to say Lord, Lord,” for only doing God’s will gives entry to his Kingdom. Jesus will expose those people who operated and sounded religious but had no personal relationship with him. Jesus will profess to the false teachers and the false prophets saying, “I never knew you, depart from me you that work iniquity.”
How would these false teachers and false prophets deceive the masses even some of the elects? Jesus warns that the false prophets shall show great signs and wonders, like make fire out of thin air, create instant money as in making instant coffee. We are seeing these prophecies being fulfilled in our time. False prophets with olive oil voices pretending to be Christians and deceiving people in great numbers. Others through the power of satan make people fall down hissing and crawling like serpents in their fake churches. Some howling like dogs and wolves being possessed by demonic spirits in these fake churches.  My friends, we are in the end times which Jesus and the prophets spoke. 
God will always hold the religious leaders or those who claim to lead the people in God’s path responsible for the people’s rebellion against his Word. God Almighty will always hold leaders responsible for those entrusted to their care. My friends, who has God placed in your care? Remember that you are accountable to God for those you influence and lead. Anyone in a position of leadership including politicians, school teachers, administrators, ministers of the Gospel, you should remember that each time you open your mouth to speak, you are giving guidance, and God will judge you according to the fruit of your message.
Jesus warns yet again saying, that his return will be “After the Tribulation,” what tribulation? Prophet Isaiah tells us exactly what the tribulation will feel like (Isaiah 4:1). The day will come when men will be few in number because of wars in the time of tribulation, and women will need protectors in a time of anarchy. For example, one of Obama’s executive orders in America allows for a man to brand himself a woman so he can have access to the ladies bathrooms. These happenings and more not yet made public but were already legislated by Obama’s administration shall be among the events that shall fulfill the prophecy of Jesus in Matthew 24:4-8. 

But in the midst of the Tribulation or perilous times, those men and women who have the fear of the LORD or His mark will be protected by God’s loving grace. Those protected will become God’s people when Jesus returns and rules the earth. Their distinctive mark will be their holiness, not wealth or prestige. This holiness comes from a sincere desire to obey God and from wholehearted devotion to him.  Evil will not always continue as it does now. God will put an end to all evil, and his faithful followers will share in his glorious reign. 

5-8. Here Jeremiah contrasts the present corrupt leaders with the coming of Jesus, the perfect King who would come from David’s line to reign over all Israel. He is called a righteous Branch because he will sprout up from the roots of David’s fallen dynasty. This new growth will have God’s own characteristics. Genesis chapter 1 tells us that he is the head of the house of God Almighty. John chapter 1 tells us that everything was created by him, and there was nothing created that was not created by him. Isaiah chapter 9:6 tells that the government of the Father shall be upon his shoulder, and his name is Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace, there shall be no end. Proverbs 30:4 inquires of God Almighty’s Son’s name, and tells us that His Son’s name is Jesus.
At “that day,” that is, the Day of Judgment only relationship with Jesus Christ and our acceptance of him as Savior and our obedience to him will matter. Before Jesus returns, many people will continue to think that if they are “good” people and say religious things, they will be rewarded with eternal life. But in reality, it is only faith in Jesus Christ will count at the judgment day. The Day of Judgment is the final day of reckoning when God Almighty will settle all accounts, judging sin and rewarding faith and obedience in him.

9-13. If you ask, how do nations become corrupt? The major factors have always been false prophecy and false teaching. The false teachers and the false prophets, especially in America have a large, enthusiastic audience and are very popular because they make the people believe that all is well. By contrast, the Word of God has become unpopular because it shows the people how bad they have become. Identifying a false teacher or a false prophet requires that you watch for these four warning signs among others of the prophets characteristics. Appearance is sometimes deceiving, whether in expensive suits or in casual clothes, they may appear to speak God’s message, but they do not live according to God’s principles. They water down God’s message in order to make it more palatable. They encourage their listeners, often subtly, to disobey the Word of God. They tend to be arrogant and self-serving, appealing to the desires of their audience instead of being true to God’s Word. My friends, if you know your Bible, then will you be able to know them by their own words.

14-22. How does God Almighty feel about the activities of the false teachers and the false prophets? God has promised that unless they repent, he will feed them with wormwood. The wormwood Jesus spoke of in Mark 9:44 “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” God Almighty will destroy the false teachers and the false prophets as he did to Sodom and Gomorrah the two sinful cities (Genesis 19:23, 24). God uses the sins of these two cities to typify the ultimate degrading, sinful behavior and rebellion toward God.
True prophets and false prophets are as different as chaff and wheat. Worthless chaff blows away with the wind and belongs to the oven, while wheat is stored in the ban to nourish many. To share God’s Word is a great responsibility because the way we present it and live will encourage people either to accept it or reject it. Whether we speak from a pulpit, teach in a class, or share with friends, we are entrusted with the responsibility of accurately communicating and living out God’s Word. As you share God’s Word with friends and neighbors, they will look for its effectiveness in your life. Unless it has changed you, why should they let it change them? If you preach it, make sure you live it.

People will always mock true preachers of the Word of God because they seem to bring nothing but God’s burden; the sad news of condemnation. But this sad news will always be the truth. If the people will accept it, they will have to repent and turn to God Almighty. Repent is a word not everyone wants to hear today because they do not think they have done anything wrong worth of repentance.  As it was also with the Israelites, they did not want to do this, they rejected the true Gospel message of God Almighty. In our churches today, fake churches are filled to capacity every Sunday; for the time is now that they would not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts, and have heaped to themselves false teachers and false prophets, having itching ears (2 Timothy 4:3).
My friends, if you have ever rejected or made fun of the Word of God Almighty because it would require you change your ways? Next time before rejecting someone who brings what you considered to be bad news, look carefully at your motives and judge yourself before you are judged.
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